
 
 

 
E-mail: info@sphereindia.org.in   Website: www.sphereindia.org.in 

Sphere India Secretariat 
CHETANALAYA | ACECI National Office | Divya Deepti 
Sadan | 10, BhaiVir Singh Marg | New Delhi - 110001 

(INDIA) 

 

 

Situation Report: Floods in Southern States of India 
As on 04.12.2015, 05:00 PM 

 

Situation Report  

Floods hit the Chennai City due to heavy rainfall in its environs in recent days. Adyar River 
(748 sq.km approx.) and Cooum River (1266 Sq.Km. approx.) that flows through the Chennai 
city caused floods due to high intensity of rainfall. These two river discharges are added to 
the urban floods (flood due to high intensity of rainfall within the city) and inundated the city. 
The city saw only a light rain on Thursday, but water level has been rising in some area as 
water was released periodically from overflowing Chembarabakkam dam.  

The rescue work has been rendered risky in some areas due to live electricity wires from 
broken poles that have fallen into the water. The state electricity board had suspended power 
as a precautionary measure. The Rajali naval air station at Arakonnam, 70 Km west of Chennai 
is functioning as a makeshift airport.  

Weather Report: The India meteorological Department (IMD) has predicted heavy rains for 
the next two to three days in Tamil Nadu.  
 
Impact of Flood & Subsequent Rainfall: 

 

Andhra Pradesh 

Affected Districts Chittoor, Kadappa and Nellore 

Worst affected Districts Nellore 

Total Villages Affected 1925 

Tamil Nadu 

Affected Districts Chennai, Thirruvallur, Kanchipuram, 
Vellupuram, Cuddalore 

 Death toll increased to 269 in Tamil Nadu and 54 in Andhra Pradesh.  

 More than 3 million people have been cut off from basic services. 

 14 ICU patients at the MIOT hospital have died due to failure of power and oxygen 
cylinders. Some 200 were discharged and another 300 shifted to various other 
hospitals. 

 Fuel supply has now been disrupted in the city. 

 Chennai is facing a huge shortage of food and essential items like milk and water. 1 
liter packet of milk is being sold for Rs. 100 in some places. A bottle containing 1 ltr 
mineral water is being sold for Rs. 150. Vegetables like tomato and beans are being 
sold for Rs 80 to Rs 90/kg. 

 Earlier school colleges and now offices have been forced to stay closed. 

 Lack of effective communication systems with the government and corporation had 

failed the needy to access them.  
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Response by Government: 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced relief of Rs 1000 crore for Tamil Nadu soon 
after making an aerial survey of Chennai on 3rd December 2015,The relief will be 
released immediately by the centre and is over and above Rs 940 crore which was 
released earlier.  

 So far, the army and the NDRF have rescued more than 7,000 people 

 The Navy’s amphibious carrier, INS Airavat, has been moved to Chennai with medical 
equipment medicines and doctors. The ship is also taking 20 divers and swimmers and 
15 boats.  

 More than 1,000 people had been critically injured and have been taken to 
government hospitals by paramilitary forces. 

 Soldiers set up 25 temporary shelters and community kitchens and installed portable 
toilets. 

 Andhra Pradesh government assured Tamil Nadu that it would look into its demand 
of reducing the outflow from Pichatur and other dams in Chittoor district as the flow 
of water is likely to flood neighboring Tiruvallur district.  

 The NDRF has doubled the number of its personnel in the rain and flood-battered 
Chennai and adjoining areas to 1,200. With the addition of 15 more teams overnight 
to an equal number of units working since yesterday, the force has begun penetrating 
deep into the affected areas to aid the marooned including in neighboring Puducherry. 

 The IAF in its rescue operations has established an air bridge from Meenambakam to 
Arakonnam, and another between Arakonnam and Tambaram Air Base, nearly 30 
kms from Chennai. - See more at:  

 About 120 rescued people were flown to Delhi in a C-130J, while another 100 were 
rescued from Meenambakam Airport area. 

 
Response by Humanitarian Agencies 

 ADRA India is functioning in Bhuvanagiri block and has distributed dry ration to 503 
families. 

 BLESS and ASSISI Foundation are providing NFI in Keerapalayam, Cuddalore and 
Pondicherry Block. BLESS is distributing dry ration in Keerapalayam block, parangipetti 
and Cuddalore block and has relieved 1143 families until now.  

 CASA is operational in Kurinjipadi, Kumaratchi, Vadalur Municipality, parangipetti 
blocks and has distributed NFI to 800 and Tarpulin to 500 affected families. 

 Care India is providing its services in Kumaratchi block and supplying NFI kits to the 
flood affected families. 

 Caritas India distributed Food, water, candle and match boxes among 500 families of 
Kurinjipadi, panruti, Annagram, Parangepettai block.  

 Christian Aid in assistance of their local partner SASY - Social Awareness Society for 
Youths has distributed 492 emergency shelters and NFI in Parangepetti block and 775 
emergency shelters and NFIs in Kumartchi block of Cuddalore district. 

 1100 Household with emergency shelter, WASH and NFI support is provided by CASA 
and Christian Aid in Cuddalore and Kanchipuram District and also providing ready to 
eat food in Chennai. 
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 CRS: In Cuddalore District of Tamil Nadu, CRS is providing 3,200 families with shelter 
materials, tools for debris removal, dry rations, and household NFIs. In Chitoor and 
Kadappa districts of Andhra Pradesh, CRS is providing 1,000 families with dry rations. 
They are planning to expand response to additional families in the coming days. 

 Florence Home Foundation is distributing Rice in Cuddalore Town. 

 IRCS: Red Cross branches in Nellore and Chittoor districts have so far provided search 
and rescue services and have distributed the food packets, blankets, towels, dhotis, 
sarees, kitchen sets, kerosene stoves, plastic buckets, tarpaulin sheets and mosquito 
nets.  

 Kalvi Kendra is functional in Kurinjipadi (Town Pancahyat) and supplied NFI and dry 
ration to 235 flood affected families. Relief package includes Rice-5kg, Biscuits-3 
packets, cooking vessels with lid - 2 , cooking spoon -2, Plates & tumblers-each 2, 
cloths [sarees, dhotti, towel & bed sheet]& nylon pot.   

 Law Trust has supplied dry ration to 592 families of Parangepetti and Killai block. 

 Life Help Trust is supplying dry ration in kurinjipadi and Parangepetti block. Cleaning 
and Sanitation activities were carried out in Karuveppambadi, Kolathumedu, 
Pottakaramedu, Mettuppalayam Nadar Theru, Gandhinagar/Kamarajnagar, 
Veernakovil Thittu. Health Camps were conducted on 26th, 27th and 30th. Jointly 
organized with Mahatma Gandhi Hospital were 581 patients treated. 

 Plan India is extending their relief support in the relief camps set by the government 
in Chennai and Cuddalore district of Tamil Nadu and Nellore district of Andhra 
Pradesh. Broadly interventions will focus on Child Friendly Spaces (CFS), Non Food 
Items (NFI), WASH in relief camps. Shelter, Cash For Work, Livelihood support will be 
taken up in the communities in Nellore district once the people return back to their 
home/normalcy 

 REAL/Plan International are distributing Relief Kits in kurinjipadi block and have 
provided support to 493 families.  

 ROAD NGO is running Children activity Centre and Children Care Center in Kurinjipadi 
& Bhuvanagiri block has supplied tarpaulin sheets, NFI and Dry ration to 1439 families. 

 Rural Upliftment Centre has distributed NFI in 1000 families of bhuvanagiri and 
Kumaratchi block. 

 SPEED has distributed NFI kits in 75 families Kalkunnam village of Kurinjipadi block. 

 Save the Children have provided Cash for work (200), Hygiene kits(500), Utility 
Kits(500)Tarpaulin sheets(1000) Blankets(1000), Floor mats(1000) solar lamps(500) in 
Panuruti and Kurinjipadi blocks. 

 World Vision is distributing Food & Medical supplies in Chennai. 

 Idea Cellular has claimed to offer relief to 19.5 lakh customers in the affected regions 
of Tamil Nadu including Chennai. 

 
Emerging Needs 

 Food 

 Shelter (Tarpaulin & Rope) 

 Fuel 

 Medical supplies 

 Hygiene Kits  

 Education Material 
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Helpline Numbers:  

1. Helpline No for Floods in Tamil Nadu: http://www.ndma.gov.in/en/helpline-no-s-
for-floods-in-tamil-nadu.html 

2. Rescue Operation in Chennai: http://www.ndma.gov.in/en/rescue-operations-in-
chennai.html 

3. Chennai Flood Help Registration: http://ndma.gov.in/chennai/ 
 

Source of Information   

 Humanitarian Agencies based in Tamilnadu 

 Media reports 

 Key contacts  

Sl. 
No. 

Name Designation Mob: E-mail 

At National Level 

1.  Mr. Manoj 
Dash 

Senior Programme 
Manager 

9716774476 manoj@sphereindia.org.in 

2.  Ms. Shivani 
Rana 

Programme 
Coordinator IAC 

9599109716 shivani@sphereindia.org.in   

At State Level 

3.  Mr. Joseph 
Sahayam 

IAG Convener, TN 9840881268  iag.tamilnadu@gmail.com  

Disclaimer: Sphere India is compiling the information and makes every effort to verify the information contained 
in its Situation Reports. As the ground situation changes rapidly in emergency situations, users should check with 
concerned agencies before making any decisions based on the information provided in this report 
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