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Key Messages
Prices stabilized after the new supply of milled rice started reaching markets in January 2012.

Food security conditions are generally stable as prices declined and households' food stocks are restored.

The political situation in the country is reported as tense as supporters of the ruling party clashed with supporters of 
opposition parties.

The Government is investing in rural infrastructure.

Background
The total population is 5,8 million with 2% annual growth rate; 53% of the population lives with less than 1$ per day, and 35% was 
reported as undernourished.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population (millions) - 2010 (WB) 5.867

Population growth rate - 2010 (WB) 2%

GNI per capita, $ PPP - 2010 (WB) 820

Population below 1$ PPP per day - 2003 (MDGI) 53%

Rural population - 2010 (WB) 61%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2010 (WB) 48%

Prices

According to FEWSNET’s market analysis, after the marginal 
decrease in costs of local milled rice in November 2011 (3500-
4000 LE/kg) from September (3600-5000 LE/kg), prices 
remained stable in January across the country’s primary 
markets (3600-4000 LE/kg). In Freetown, the price of local 
milled rice decreased nearly 30% from 5600 LE/kg in October 
2011 to 4000 LE in January 2012, as the new supply from the 
good 2011 harvest has reached markets. In Bombali district, 
where costs for local milled rice were the most expensive in 
September 2011 (5000LE/kg), prices dropped nearly 25% to 
3846 LE/kg in January 2012.

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2006/2008(FAO) 35%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2007 (FAO) 50%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption n.a.

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2008 (WHO) 13%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2009 (WHO) 49

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2008 (WHO) 49%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2009 (WHO) 1.6%

Food Security Situation Assessment
Food security is generally favorable thanks to the recent good 
staple crop harvest which led to good levels of food stocks and 
well supplied markets. According to FEWSNET, household 
food security should remain favorable until the next lean 
season, which normally starts in June. GIEWS estimates a 
widespread lack of access to food while FAO hunger map and 
IFPRI report very high prevalence of undernourishment and 
alarming hunger situation.
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Land preparation for rainfed rice production is in progress and will 
reach its peak in late March. The rice harvest is almost completed 
in the country. Cassava planting, which will be harvested starting 
in June ...more
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Vegetation Condition

According to the reference cropping calendars, at the moment 
this area is out of cropping season. Normal to poor conditions 
are observed throughout the country. The general indicator of 
vegetation condition provided below is the absolute difference 
between the NDVI for February 2012 and the average of the 
last 10 years, calculated on the agricultural zones derived from 
the GLOBCOVER 2005 database (ESA).

Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec

Crop phase in the reference period

Sowing Yams

Growing Cassava (first year)

Harvesting Cassava (second year) - Maize - Millet - Rice - Sorghum - Yams

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

Political tensions resumed in January as clashes between 
followers of Sierra Leone's ruling party and opposition took 
place during a by-election. National elections are envisaged to 
be held in nine months time.

Refugees and IDPs 2008 2009 2010

Total in the country 8476 9489 8573

Total outside the country 35480 18593 14514

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 01/03/2012.

Food Balance Sheet

According to a joint CILSS-FAO-WFP-Government crop 
assessment, the 2012 paddy rice production is put at some 1.2 
million tones, 15% increase from previous year output. Milled 
rice is estimated at 710,215 tones, resulting in 173,266 tones of 
surpluses which are likely to be exported. Imports for 2012 are 
put at 90,961 tones, 29% below 2010 imports.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies

In 2011, the Government decided to ban rice export in order to 
limit price increases. It is also investing in rural infrastructure 
such as trunk roads that connect production areas to markets, 
and communications that bring the interior out of isolation. 
Efforts are also made to improve the availability of rural 
electricity.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

n.a.

Producer oriented measures Fuel subsidies

Trade policy measures Import duty on rice suspended; Export 
ban on rice

Safety net (increased or introduced) n.a.

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

Burundi: ONU : inclure la violence sexuelle liée aux c...
World: Water: World meets target on safe drinking supp...
Sierra Leone: International Disaster Response Law (IDR...
Nepal: International Women’s Day 2012
Sierra Leone: Saturday courts tackle gender-based viol...

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org
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