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Key Messages
Maize prices increased slightly, with the highest prices recorded in the south where the purchasing power of poor and very 
poor households is limited.

Overall food security is satisfactory, but areas of concern remain in areas affected by production losses and high food prices.

Despite a dry spell and localised flooding in the first months of the year, national cereal production increased by 5% in 2011.

The Government has implemented measures to support production, but reduced the subsidy on wheat. Social support 
programs are in place.

Background
Mozambique has a total population of 23 million with a 2% annual growth rate; 74% of the population lives below the poverty line of 1$ per 
day; 38% is reported as undernourished while the prevalence of HIV was estimated to be 11.5%.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population (millions) - 2010 (WB) 23.390

Population growth rate - 2010 (WB) 2%

GNI per capita, $ PPP - 2010 (WB) 920

Population below 1$ PPP per day - 2003 (MDGI) 74%

Rural population - 2010 (WB) 61%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2010 (WB) 31%

Prices

Prices have generally decreased or stabilized between May 
and August in most markets. Exceptions include Maputo and 
Nampula where prices registered an increase of 5 and 30% 
respectively. In Maputo, maize prices were 13 MWK/Kg in 
August, which is some 14% above prices registered in the 
same month of last year. In Nampula maize prices increased 
by 30% and reached 7.43 MWK/Kg in August whereas in 
Gorongosa prices went down by 5% and were 6.23 MWK/Kg in 
August. Since April, rice prices declined by 6% in Maputo to 
26.13 MWK/Kg and by 22% in Nampula to 24.04 MWK/Kg.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2006/2008(FAO) 38%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2007 (FAO) 40%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption n.a.

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2008 (WHO) 17%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2009 (WHO) 49

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2008 (WHO) 47%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2009 (WHO) 11.5%

Food Security Situation Assessment
Food security conditions are generally stable throughout the 
country. Concerns remain for southern provinces and some 
central areas affected by a dry spell during February/March 
2011. However, the majority of rural households throughout the 
country are able to meet their basic food needs. Currently 
FEWSNET reports no food insecurity (IPC phase 1), but 
southern parts of Massangena district and the north of Chigubo 
district could experience food shortages from September 
onwards due to adverse climatic conditions which affected crop 
yields. GIEWS reports severe localized food insecurity. FAO 
Hunger Map depicts the situation as very high prevalence of 
undernourishment and IFPRI GHI as alarming levels of hunger. 
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As the onset of the lean season approaches in October, food 
security conditions for the majority of rural households remain 
generally stable with minimal or no acute food insecurity. ...more
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Vegetation Condition

At the middle of the dry season, normal conditions are observed 
for the major part of the country except for the provinces of 
Nampula and Zambezia where poor conditions are punctually 
observed. The general indicator of vegetation conditions 
provided below is the absolute difference between the NDVI for 
August 2011 and the average of the last 10 years, calculated on 
the agricultural zones derived from the Land cover of 
Mozambique (DNTF, 2007).

Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec

Crop phase in the reference period
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Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

This year’s early cessation of rains affected crop yields, 
resulting in reduced food availability particularly in the 
Massangena and Chigubo district. According to FEWSNET 
food reserves for most households are fast running out, 
deteriorating their food security conditions to stressed IPC 
phase in the near future.

Refugees and IDPs 2008 2009 n.a.

Total in the country 7619 7723 n.a.

Total outside the country 890 145 n.a.

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 01/12/2010.

Disaster Type (last year) Date Location Alert

Earthquake 2010-12-05 Manica 
Province

1/3

Earthquake 2009-05-16 Tete 1/3

Flood 2010-02-22 Sofala 2/3

Source: Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System - 3 = 1000 or more people killed or 800000 
or more people displaced. 2 = 100 or more people killed or 80000 or more displaced.

Food Balance Sheet

The 2011 cereal production is expected to increase by 5% over 
the 2010 output, reaching 2.8 mln tonnes, and by 19% over the 
five year average. Import requirements for the 2011/12 
marketing year are expected to remain at similar level as last 
year: 885,000 tonnes compared to 860,000 tonnes.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies

The Government distributed agricultural inputs to support 
production of the minor season. In July, it reduced its subsidy 
on wheat flour by 25%, equivalent to 50 MZN/50 kg of flour. 
Safety net programmes and food assistance by the 
Government and partners are in place to support the most 
vulnerable.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

Wheat flour subsidies reduced

Producer oriented measures Input support

Trade policy measures n.a.

Safety net (increased or introduced) Food transfer

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

Assistance to refugees, returnees and displaced person...
AIDS leads to increase in child-headed households in M...
De nombreux états insistent devant la Troisième Commis...
On the brink: Who's best prepared for a climate and hu...
Gender, Conflict, and Peacebuilding

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org
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The Programme on Linking Information and Decision Making to Improve Food Security is funded by 
the European Union and implemented by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.

* For a further analysis of prices in Mozambique please see: Annex
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