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Key Messages
Prices of imported rice and maize went up in recent months following international price increases while local rice and maize 
prices remained stable or declined.

Food insecurity is persistent in many areas; different agencies reported a stressed to crisis level of food security and very 
high prevalence of undernourishment.

Drought conditions during the reporting period have had negative effects on spring crops affecting several areas in the South
-east, North, Northwest, and Northeast.

No agricultural support policies for the drought affected areas are reported.

Background
The total population of Haiti is around 10 million with a 1% annual growth rate. The undernourished population reached 57% while 54% 
lives below the poverty line. The proportion of the population with access to improved sanitation is 17%.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population (millions) - 2010 (WB) 9.993

Population growth rate - 2010 (WB) 1%

GNI per capita, $ PPP - 2010 (WB) 1110

Population below 1$ PPP per day - 2001 (MDGI) 54%

Rural population - 2010 (WB) 50%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2003 (WB) 27%

Prices

Imported rice prices in Port au Prince have rose from 17 
Gourde/Livre in May to 20.66 Gourde/Livre in August. Also 
imported maize prices registered an increase of 8%in recent 
months (19.83 Gourde/Livre in August). On the other hand, 
prices of local maize were declining or stabilizing: in Jacmel 
and Les Cayes, prices went down by 12 and 31% respectively; 
in Port au Prince, maize prices were stable at 10 Gourde/Livre. 
Local rice price in Port au Prince was 37.5 Gourde/Livre, some 
6% below May’s prices; in Jacmel rice prices were stable (50) 
and in Les Cayes were 50.8 Gourde/Livre, some 4% above 
May’s prices. As of July imported rice prices in Port au Prince 
were 138% higher than prices of Rice Thai A1 Super.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2006/2008(FAO) 57%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2007 (FAO) 46%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption - 2007 (FAO) 4%

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2008 (WHO) 17%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2009 (WHO) 62

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2008 (WHO) 63%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2009 (WHO) 1.9%

Food Security Situation Assessment
According to FEWSNET food insecure population is scattered 
across the country with the highest concentration in the North-
western peninsula, the Port au Prince metropolitan area, the 
South-eastern and the North-eastern areas. These regions 
were classified as having stressed food security whereas 
poorer households were reported to be in crisis IPC phase. 
Food security is particularly affected by the continuing cholera 
outbreak which is reported to have affected some 419,511 
people at the beginning of August. Moreover approximately 
600,000 people are estimated to still be living in tents in the 
port au Prince metropolitan area. GIEWS describes the 
situation as severe localized food insecurity; FAO Hunger Map 
depicts very high undernourishment levels and IFPRI Global 
Hunger Index indicates that the situation of hunger is alarming. 
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Cereal production this year is estimated to be 10 percent lower 
than last year?s production, which was considered good. ...more
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Vegetation Condition

At the middle of the rainy season, normal to very good 
conditions are observed throughout the country. The general 
indicator of vegetation condition provided below is the absolute 
difference between the NDVI for August 2011 and the average 
of the last 10 years, calculated on the agricultural zones derived 
from the GLOBCOVER 2005 database (ESA). 

Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec

Crop phase in the reference period

Sowing Beans (second) - Rice (second) - Sorghum

Growing Beans (main) - Maize (main) - Maize (second) - Rice (main)

Harvesting Beans (main) - Maize (main) - Maize (second) - Rice (main)

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

Drought conditions affected most parts of the country between 
March and June resulting in poor harvests of spring crops. The 
hardest hit areas are the Southeast, the Northwest, the North, 
and the Northeast departments. The political situation is also of 
concern as there is still no government in place to handle the 
country’s development programs and policies.

Refugees and IDPs 2008 2009 n.a.

Total in the country 3 23 n.a.

Total outside the country 35737 36015 n.a.

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 01/12/2010.

Disaster Type (last year) Date Location Alert

Earthquake 2010-11-12 Ouest 
Province

1/3

Earthquake 2010-09-21 Ouest 1/3

Flood 2010-11-05 Western Haiti 1/3

Source: Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System - 3 = 1000 or more people killed or 800000 
or more people displaced. 2 = 100 or more people killed or 80000 or more displaced.

Food Balance Sheet

Total 2011 cereal production is forecast at 500,000 tonnes, 
almost the same level as last year's  output and slightly above 
the five year average (482,000 tonnes). Imports for 2011/12 are 
forecasted at 636,000 tonnes, the same level of the previous 
year's imports.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies

There are no policies to support smallholder farmers affected by 
drought during the spring harvest. Moreover, policies in support 
of consumers as well as social safety nets for the poor are not 
in place.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

n.a.

Producer oriented measures n.a.

Trade policy measures n.a.

Safety net (increased or introduced) n.a.

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

Extremists Have Pushed Anti-immigration Agenda, but in...
USAID y Batey Relief Alliance lanzan Programa sobre Se...
Cholera cases in Haiti could reach 500,000 by year’s e...
Un orphelinat où les enfants étaient maltraités fermé ...
La MINUSTAH contribue à l’accès à l’eau potable dans l...

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org
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