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Key Messages
Cereal prices continue to rise and are nearly reaching the levels of the 2008 food crisis. Negative terms of trade for 
pastoralist have worsened the already dire food security situation.

The estimated number of people requiring emergency assistance continues to increase and has reached 4.8 million. 
Agencies report a humanitarian emergency.

UNHCR is providing emergency aid to some 260,000 refugees who are crossing daily the Ethiopian border to escape 
starvation, war and insecurity in neighbouring countries.

The Government is supported by humanitarian agencies to assist the population. It is procuring wheat in order to stabilize 
domestic prices while also scaling up social safety nets.

Background
In Ethiopia, total population is about 82.9 million with a 2% annual growth rate. An estimated 41% of the population is reported to be 
undernourished. Only 12% of the population has access to improved sanitation and the privalence of HIV is 2.1%.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population (millions) - 2010 (WB) 82.949

Population growth rate - 2010 (WB) 2%

GNI per capita, $ PPP - 2010 (WB) 1030

Population below 1$ PPP per day - 2005 (MDGI) 39%

Rural population - 2010 (WB) 82%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2010 (WB) 47%

Prices

Cereals: Wheat prices in Addis fell by 13% in Aug after 
peaking 850 ETB/100kg in June. In Addis, maize in Aug was 
sold at 610.25 ETB/100kg, teff at 895.25, and sorghum at 
651.75, increasing by 54, 45 and 43% respectively since April. 
Maize prices in Aug 2011 were 147% higher than prices of Aug 
2010 and nearly reaching prices registered during the 2008 
food crisis. In Sept prices tended to increase and maize price 
(358.9 USD/T) was 19% above price of Maize N2 Yellow.
Livestock: Unfavourable livestock to cereal terms of trade 
caused by a steady increase in food prices against low prices 
of livestock and poor demand.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2006/2008(FAO) 41%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2007 (FAO) 66%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption - 2007 (FAO) 2%

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2008 (WHO) 12%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2009 (WHO) 54

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2008 (WHO) 38%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2007 (WHO) 2.1%

Food Security Situation Assessment
It is estimated that 4.8 million people in Ethiopia require 
emergency assistance due to food and water shortages. 
Needs are critical in the eastern, southern and northern 
regions of the country. The food security situation has been 
scaled at Emergency (IPC Phase 4) level throughout the 
reporting period due to failed Deyr 2010 rains and very poor 
performance of Belg 2011 rains. Food security conditions of 
pastoral and agro-pastoral communities in south-eastern parts 
of Oromia and Somali regions are the most affected due to the 
death of livestock and the loss of livelihoods. In June, GIEWS 
reported severe localized food insecurity, while FAO Hunger 
map describes the situation as very high hunger and IFPRI 
GHI as alarming hunger levels.
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Millions of people will continue to face Emergency (IPC Phase 4) 
levels of food insecurity in southern Somali, Borena, Guji, and 
Bale lowlands of Oromia regions in September due to the 
extended dry period caused by two consecutive failed rainy ...
more
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FAO Hunger Map classifies all countries of the world into five based on % of population 
undernourished.
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Ethiopia

Vegetation Condition

At the middle of the rainy season, normal to good conditions are 
observed except for the South of the Oromia province and 
SNNP. The general indicator of vegetation condition provided 
below is the absolute difference between the NDVI for August 
2011 and the average of the last 10 years, calculated on the 
agricultural zones derived from the Woody Biomass dataset 
(World Bank).

Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec

Crop phase in the reference period

Sowing Barley - Maize - Millet - Sorghum - Teff - Oats - Wheat

Growing Barley - Maize - Millet - Sorghum - Teff - Wheat

Harvesting All cereals (Belg)

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

According to UNHCR the country is hosting some 260,000 
refugees including some 180,000 Somalis, 61,000 Eritrean and 
20,000 Sudanese people recently fleeing South Kordofan and 
Blu Nile states due to insecurity. Even though the influx of 
refugees has declined in August, the Dollo Ado four camps 
have exceeded their capacities of 85,000 people.

Refugees and IDPs 2008 2009 n.a.

Total in the country 85417 124361 n.a.

Total outside the country 95552 111645 n.a.

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 01/12/2010.

Disaster Type (last year) Date Location Alert

Earthquake 2011-03-19 Sidamo 
Province

2/3

Earthquake 2010-12-19 Shewa 
Province

2/3

Flood 2010-03-01 Somaliland 1/3

Source: Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System - 3 = 1000 or more people killed or 800000 
or more people displaced. 2 = 100 or more people killed or 80000 or more displaced.

Food Balance Sheet

Maize production is expected to be 4.4 mlnT, some 8% below 
last year production. Total cereal production for 2011/12 is 
forecasted at 15.5 mlnT, representing 11% decrease from 2010/
11 output and the same level of average production (2006/07-
2010/11). Imports are put at 1.2 mlnT, 130% above previous 
year imports and 3% above average imports.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies

The Ethiopian Grain Trade Enterprise is importing 300,000 tons 
of wheat to be used primarily for domestic price stabilization 
purposes and to assure food supply during persisting drought. 
PSNP assistance has been scaled up and a new social cash 
transfer programme is being piloted by the regional government 
of Tigray.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

Price stabilization

Producer oriented measures n.a.

Trade policy measures n.a.

Safety net (increased or introduced) PSNP; Cash transfer

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

Acción Contra el Hambre se moviliza en todas las regio...
Evidence, monthly UNISDR newsletter: issue 01, October...
Israel donates 165MT relief food to Ethiopian children...
China delivers emergency food aid to Ethiopia
UNICEF Ethiopia Horn of Africa Crisis, Reporting perio...

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org

Powered By the GIEWS Workstation

The Programme on Linking Information and Decision Making to Improve Food Security is funded by 
the European Union and implemented by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.

* For a further analysis of prices in Ethiopia please see: Annex
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