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Civilian casualties in lead-up to elections and 
ceasefire talks 
On 17 August, a suicide bomber detonated his vest at a wedding hall in Kabul, 
killing 63 people and injuring more than 180 others in an attack claimed by the 
Islamic State Khorasan (ISK). Two days later, on 19 August, 17 improvised 
explosive devices (IEDs) were reported to have detonated across Jalalabad 
City in Nangarhar causing an estimated 125 injuries.  

In both cities, the vast majority of casualties were civilians. The attack in Kabul 
– the 14th suicide or complex attack in Kabul this year – also caused the 
highest number of casualties so far this year in the nation’s capital.  

The deliberate targeting of civilians is a violation of International Humanitarian 
Law. In the context of the lead-up to this year’s elections and pressure from 
various stakeholders during widely publicised ceasefire negotiations, these 
attacks may be part of an escalation of violence that would further endanger 
civilians and affect their access to essential services. Escalations also occurred 
during the election periods in 2014 and 2018. 

Access needed for polio immunisation 
As of early August, more than half or 775,000 of the 1.4 million children 
targeted for polio vaccination in NSAG-controlled parts of northern Afghanistan 
missed out on life-saving immunisation.  Areas where vaccinations were not 
able to occur included Balkh, Jawzjan, Sar-e- Pul, Faryab, and Samangan.  

Polio vaccination campaigns have been suspended in many areas, both in Non-State Armed Group (NSAG) and 
Government controlled areas of the country since April 2019. The Government announced a nationwide 
immunization campaign on 5 August, however some areas have not been reachable due to insecurity. While the 
South has seen the largest number of cases, the western provinces are at particular risk of polio infection due to 
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population movements from the South. The East is also at high risk due to cross-border movements and an active 
polio-virus outbreak in adjacent areas. Despite the challenges, 2.1 million people were vaccinated in July 2019. 

East: 56,083 displaced people receive aid in 2019 

In 2019, 56,083 internally displaced persons (IDPs) have received humanitarian assistance in the East. 
Cumulatively, 3,134 undocumented returnees have arrived via the Torkham border crossing in 2019. Returnees 
were assisted with relief items, food, mine risk awareness, health and protection services.  

West: NSAGs reopen roads in Badghis and Ghor 
On 8 August, NSAGs reportedly sent a group of local elders from Ab kamari district to Qala-e-Naw city in Badghis 
to negotiate peace and reconciliation with Government authorities. During the reporting period, several NSAG 
elements in Ghor reportedly handed over their weapons to the ANP and joined peace process negotiations in 
DoLayna district. Fighting, improvised explosive device attacks, and military operations in Western Provinces have 
impacted civilian freedom of movement and access to people in need; a reduction of violence may enable 
displaced people to return to their areas of origin.  

Jawand road located in Badghis province was reportedly reopened in late July-early August by NSAGs, allowing 
commercial passage. Roads have also been reopened in Charsadra district and between Chaghcharan and 
Pasaband in Ghor province. Road closures in the West not only limit civilian freedom of movement, but also limit 
the reach of humanitarian aid delivery.  

Centre: flash floods, assessment identify over 1,800 people in need 
In early August, the Afghanistan National Disaster Management Authority (ANDMA) office in Paktika reported that 
85 houses were damaged/destroyed in Giyan and Sar Rawzah districts due to flash floods. Inter-agency teams will 
deploy to the affected area to conduct needs assessments as soon as access allows. ANDMA is following-up with 
community elders on access negotiations. 

In Daykundi, an ongoing ACF-led joint assessment in Kajran district has identified 931 people displaced by conflict 
and in need of assistance. The assessment is limited only to accessible areas; several villages are inaccessible 
due to conflict and mine contamination. In Ghazni, Afghan Red Crescent Society (ARCS) has reported about 910 
people displaced by conflict have moved to villages in Ghazni Center. Needs assessments are expected to begin in 
this location shortly. 

On 15 August, CARE, SCI and DACAAR assisted 91 IDPs displaced from Kunar, Nangarhar, Wardak and Badghis 
provinces into Kabul. Each family received 12,000 AFG in cash for food from CARE, relief items from SCI and 
hygiene items from DACAAR. 

Funding updates 
In the Afghanistan Humanitarian Fund first Standard Allocation of 2019, 20 out of 23 projects are now in the 
implementation stage to assist people in need of emergency food, agriculture, nutrition, education, shelter, and 
protection support, as well as core relief items. Funds for this allocation were provided by the people and 
governments of Australia, Canada, Germany, Norway, Republic of Korea, Sweden, Switzerland and the United 
Kingdom. 

On 20 August, the United States announced an additional contribution of nearly $125 million in humanitarian 
assistance to meet the needs of vulnerable people in Afghanistan. 
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