
31 of the 34 provinces with at least 

one closed school due to insecurity in 

Afghanistan in 2018

718 schools confirmed closed due to 

insecurity in Afghanistan in 2018

More information:
EiEWG Coordinator: afg.edu@humanitarianresponse.info

Website: https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/afghanistan/education

More than 300,000 children were not able to continue their education due to the closure of more than 700 schools due to security

reasons in Afghanistan in 2018. UNICEF reported more than 400 attacks against schools and personnel in 2018, with 218 of the

attacks connected to election related violence as schools constituted 63% of the registration and polling centers. According to

UNICEF this marks a fourfold increase to the previous year. Schools in 31 provinces in Afghanistan were closed in 2018 due to

insecurity, with the highest numbers in Kandahar (118), Hilmand (106), Ghazni (85) and Uruzgan (76).¹

More than 300,000 children unable to attend school due to insecurity

325,599 children (101,960 girls 

and 223,639 boys) unable to access 

education due to school closures in 

Afghanistan in 2018

Risk of permanent drop out of school 

and associated child protection risks

• Use of schools for military purposes can result in:

▪ Displacement of students to schools away from their 

home communities,

▪ Declines in student attendance, enrolment and 

transitions to higher levels,

▪ Declines in availability of teachers,

▪ Attacks by opposing parties and destruction and 

damage of education infrastructure,

▪ Psychosocial impacts on students, teachers and 

communities,

▪ Physical injury and even death of students and 

teachers.

▪ Recruitment into armed groups, and

▪ Long-term school closures,

▪ Disproportionate impacts on female students and on  

marginalized groups.

• Girls can be disproportionately affected, as families are 

particularly reluctant to send their daughters in the case of 

security concerns.
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Impact on children

Attacks on education¹

The use of schools by armed forces and armed groups for military purposes during situations of armed conflict can 

disrupt or completely deny education in both the immediate and long term.

The use of schools by armed actors is a fundamental disruption of children’s education, directly impacting children’s

rights as well as on the economic prosperity of a nation. Studies indicate each year of schooling increases adult

earnings by around 10%. If children are missing out on school, they are missing out on their basic right to education

and the opportunity to learn, develop skills, improve productivity and contribute to economic growth.²

Sources: ¹ MoE EMIS 2018, ² Save the Children: Attacks on Education Policy Brief



Advocacy in close collaboration with 

education partners, authorities, 

UNAMA and UNICEF MRM for the 

protection and reopening of schools 

in line with the UN Convention on the 

Rights of the Child, International 

Humanitarian Law and the Safe 

Schools Declaration and 

Policy development to support the 

protection of schools, for example the 

Safe Schools Framework.

Coordination with EiEWG partners 

and CPiE Sub-Cluster to report, verify 

and respond to attacks on schools.

Response to attacks on education

Assessments of schools affected by 

floods through EiEWG partners in 

close coordination with local 

authorities

Referral system for the reporting, 

follow up and responding to attacks 

on education.

Response to attacks on education 

through the provision of 

contextualized support based on 

damage and needs assessment and 

in close coordination with EiEWG

partners.

More information:
EiEWG Coordinator: afg.edu@humanitarianresponse.info

Website: https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/afghanistan/education

Protection of schools against attacks³

• Avoid using schools for purposes other than education

▪ Ensure that schools remain politically neutral spaces, 

and refrain from using schools as polling centers,

▪ Ensure that education staff remain neutral, and refrain 

from recruiting education staff as election workers.

▪ Refrain from using schools for military purposes, 

• Support monitoring and reporting of attacks on education

▪ Support existing monitoring and reporting mechanisms, 

and report attacks on education and military use of 

schools,

• Maintain safe access to education during armed conflict

▪ Ensure that safe education continues during armed 

conflict by developing early warning systems, 

contingency plans, comprehensive safety and security 

plans, and other initiatives to prevent and mitigate the 

impact of attacks on education,

▪ Design and develop safe transportation systems that 

enable children to access their schools safely.

▪ Implement the Safe Schools Declaration in a gender-

responsive manner.

The Government of Afghanistan, non-state armed groups, and international community should:

Sources: ³ GCPEA Attacks on Education in Afghanistan Briefing Paper


