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1. EU assistance in brief 
Two years ago, on 12 January 2010, Haiti was hit by a 
devastating earthquake.

GLOBAL FIGURES
 
•	222	750	people	dead
•	1.7	million	people	left	homeless
•	60%	of	hospitals	destroyed
•	Around	5	000	schools	destroyed	(23%	of	the	total	

of Haiti)
•	3	million	people	affected	 (nearly	one	 third	of	 the	

population)
•	Total	 impact	 cost	 around	 USD	 7.8	 billion	 (€5.9	

billion)

The Commission worked over the last two years in a 
complex environment to support Haiti’s emergency 
needs	 and	 reconstruction.	 The	 first	 objective	 was	 to	
address the immediate humanitarian needs and to 
ensure the functioning of the State and the delivery of 
basic social services.  The Commission made sure that 
people were looked after in terms of shelter, and that 
the State could implement its core functions to avoid a 
collapse of the country.

Two years after, and despite the hurdles - the cholera 
epidemics, Hurricane Tomas, logistical challenges, 
and the political instability. European assistance has 
provided tangible results:  saving lives, sheltering many 
of the homeless, curing many of the sick, feeding many of 
the hungry, rebuilding roads, schools and hospitals and 
supporting	 the	 Haitian	 authorities	 in	 their	 first	 steps	
toward reconstruction. 

Today, the situation is still fragile and much remains 
to be done at all levels. The European Commission will 
continue its work on building strong links between 
relief, rehabilitation and development. It will focus its 
actions towards the re-launch of the economy and crisis 
prevention.

Some substantial results to keep in mind:  

•	5	 million	 people	 received	 humanitarian	 assistance,	
including emergency shelter, health services and 
access to clean water.

•	Continuity	 of	 basic	 social	 services:	 schools	 and	
hospitals have been functioning, civil security and 
administration have been ensured. 

•	 Main	 roads	 and	 infrastructures	 have	 been	 quickly	
rebuilt: large scale road rehabilitation including 

National Road 3 between Port-au-Prince and Cap 
Haitian	(Haiti’s	second	largest	city).	

•	Reinforcing	Haitian	civil	protection	and	increasing	the	
resilience of the population through community-based 
disaster preparedness initiatives. 

   
What They say:

Haitian	Minister	of	the	Economy	until	October	2011,	
Mr	Ronald	Beaudin	said:	“Since	the	earthquake,	EU	
funding enabled Haiti to face its obligations. The EU 
committed to make a unique disbursement and it did 
it. It is one of the donors which concretely delivered 
on its commitments”.
Sources: http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/haiti/
more_info/videos/index_fr.htm

EU funding:

The overall support of the EC to Haiti since the
earthquake	amounts	to	more	than	€100	million	a
year .
The	EU	is	the	first	global	donor	to	Haiti’s	humanitarian
and development needs.
-	Since	Day	One	of	the	earthquake,	the	Commission	
has	provided	€158.5	million	in	total	humanitarian	
assistance in Haiti.

-	With	a		pledge	of	€1.235	billion–	pooling	together	
pledges	 from	 the	 European	 Commission,	 18	 EU	
Member	States	and	the	European	Investment	Bank	
- the EU is the top donor to Haiti. 

The	European	Commission	pledged	€522	million
and	has	already	committed	around	70%	of	it.	

In the coming years, the EU will continue to provide 
comprehensive assistance to Haiti’s recovery and is 
committed to supporting the country’s long-term 
development.
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2. European Commission’s 
Humanitarian assistance to 
Haiti 
The Commission has helped provide shelter, camp 
management, non-food items, water, sanitation 
and hygiene, health and orthopaedics, nutrition, 
food assistance, coordination and logistics/
telecommunications, protection and disaster risk 
reduction.

Examples of EU Humanitarian assistance in 
2011

In 2011 EU humanitarian assistance focused on three 
main challenges: 

•	Addressing	the	earthquake’s	direct	effects	and			cholera	
response	(€26	million)	

•	Under-nutrition	and	care	for	pregnant	women	and	new	
mothers	(€7	million)	

•	Disaster	risk	reduction	(€5.5	million)

1. Addressing the earthquake’s direct effects

The Commission’s humanitarian response to the 
earthquake	had	several	primary	objectives:	

•	 Return of displaced people:  The Commission’s 
funding facilitated the return of displaced Haitians 
to their place of origin or their relocation elsewhere.  
Neighbourhood by neighbourhood, European funding 
built homes and reconstructed water and sanitation 
systems.  

•	Healthcare: The Commission worked to ensure that 
Haitians	had	access	to	“care	and	maintenance”	in	their	
own neighbourhoods. 

•	 Disaster risk reduction: disaster risk reduction 
measures were integrated into all elements of 
reconstruction	work,		aiming	not	just	to	build	back,	but	
to build it back better.  This helped improving Haiti’s 
resilience to future disasters.

•	 EU-funded cash-for-work projects:  Haitians were 
paid to work on debris clearing and rehabilitation 
projects.	 This	 way,	 EU	 humanitarian	 funding	 has	
moved beyond catering for physical needs and has 
helped restore people’s dignity and independence. 
This strategy has continued in 2011, when all food 

assistance	 projects	 in	 Haiti	 worked	 through	 cash	 or	
vouchers, thus stimulating the local economy. 

2. Fighting the cholera epidemic and support 
to health

To address the cholera epidemic that started in late 
2010,	killing	over	7000	people	and	affecting	more	than	
half a million, the European Commission invested in the 
treatment of the infected, the prevention of the people 
at risk, and monitoring of the spread of the disease. 

Prevention:	Funding	from	the	Commission	(€22	million	
in	2010	+	€8	million	in	2011)	has	been	providing	safe 
water and sanitation facilities, raising awareness 
campaigns, and has put in place epidemiological 
surveillance and reliable alert mechanisms. 
As a result, 650 000 people got access to safe drinking 
water, and another 894 000 people got proper latrines, 
showers and hand-washing basins. 

Among those at risk of cholera infection, 158,000 
Haitians received medical help and over 1 million 
benefited fom hygiene promotion campaigns. 

Treatment: To treat cholera patients, the Commission 
funded cholera treatment centres which provided 
life-saving rehydration salts that the infected need to 
overcome the disease. 
Haitian health workers were also trained in treating 
and managing the disease. This training reinforced the 
capacity of Haiti and its people to deal with potential 
future cholera outbreaks. 

The cholera epidemic tendency is likely to continue for 
the next two-three years, although with diminishing 
waves.  This is why the Commission has also pinpointed 
cholera prevention and treatment and the upgrade 
of Haiti’s medical care and sanitation systems as one 
of its longer  - term reconstruction and development 
objectives	in	the	country.

As well as targeting cholera, substantial EU funding 
has been allocated to overall health issues in the past 
two	 years	 –	 providing	 emergency	 response	 units,	 18	
mobile clinics and the rehabilitation of health facilities, 
the provision of psychological support for over 60,000 
people and the provision of primary healthcare to over 2 
million Haitians.
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3. Under-nutrition and care for pregnant 
women and new mothers 

To alleviate the risks of under-nutrition and the related 
infant and maternal mortality in Haiti, the Commission 
invested €7 million in food support and in making 
obstetric care available.

4. Disaster Risk Reduction

The European Commission’s humanitarian funding in 
Haiti has always included a strong component of disaster 
risk	 reduction	 (DRR)	 and	 disaster	 preparedness	 (DP).	
The goal is to increase resilience through community-
based disaster preparedness initiatives and to reinforce 
the capacity of the authorities to prepare for and 
respond to future natural disasters. 

In	2011,	€5.5	were	dedicated	to	11 projects in this area 
at community, regional and national levels. 

Together with the funding in disaster preparedness 
given in 2010, this investment helps reduce the 
vulnerability of over 1 million people living in makeshift 
camps, inhabitants of Port-au-Prince, schoolchildren 
and rural populations. Rapid response brigades and Civil 
Protection	committees	will	also	benefit	from	training	in	
disaster response.

5. Shelter 

The	 earthquake	 left	 over	 1.7	million	 people	 homeless.	
Immediately afterwards, the European Commission 
helped provide shelter for 1.5 million people and 
provided	 essential	 non-food	 items	 such	 as	 jerry	 cans,	
blankets, kitchen sets, and mosquito nets. As makeshift 
camps sprung up, the Commission also helped to manage 
them	–	planning	and	organising	sites	and	collecting	data	
for protection purposes.

The temporary shelter and housing programmes 
implemented by the Commission’s humanitarian 
partners also include:

•	Promotion	of	return	to	undamaged	houses;
•	Repairing	and	strengthening	slightly	damaged	houses	

to make them earthquake resistant.
•	 Ground	 preparation	 and	 provision	 of	 transitional	

shelter in neighbourhoods or for new organised 
settlements;

•	Facilitating	the	return	of	people	to	their	areas	of	origin.

DRR: Disaster Risk Reduction
NFI: Non Food Items
WASH: Water and Sanitation

Chart: Humanitarian aid by sector
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3. European Commission’s 
support to Haiti’s 
reconstruction and 
development
Beyond	 humanitarian	 aid,	 the	 medium	 and	 long-term	
support of the European Commission to Haiti was based 
on	existing	programmes	(Haiti	being	already	a	priority	
country for the EU before the earthquake) whose 
priorities were reoriented, and the new pledge. 

The	 Commission	 first	 focused	 on	 improving	 the	 main	
infrastructure and supporting the state functioning 
and the delivery of basic social services, in line with the 
Haitian authorities’ priorities.

It also contributed - and will continue to contribute - to 
ensuring food security and to supporting the re-launch 
of the economy and getting people back to normal life. 

The	 Commission	 acts	 in	 the	 framework	 of	 joint	
programming of aid with other EU donors to enable a 
more	 efficient	 repartition	 of	 the	 tasks.	 Some	 Member	
States chose to be active in alternative areas to 
complement the Commission’s work.

InfrastructureFood security and 
rural development 

Strengthening the the haitian system for disaster 
preparedness. "Cash for work" programme

Promotion of Human rights and democracy 

Humanitarian Aid

Governance and decentralisation  

Support to bilateral relations between Haiti 
and the Dominican Republic Support to trade and private sector

Support to functioning
of the state and social services

Support to civil society initiatives

Support to the electoral process

Support to the cultural sector 

EU assistance to Haiti by sector
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Main areas of EU Development support  over 
2010-2011

The information provided below covers the main 
programmes	and	projects	that	have	been	launched	since	
2010 in the different areas of support from the European 
Commission.

They will run over the coming years and are intended 
to support a sound and sustainable development of the 
country,	in	line	with	the	Government’s	strategic	priorities	
and policy

1. Support to the functioning of the State 

Support to the priority expenditures:
In the disaster’s aftermath the Commission provided 
financial	support	and	technical	assistance	to	the	Ministry	
of Finance with the goal of enabling the country to resume 
operations and secure priority expenditure, notably 
on	social	 services.	This	support	–	€116.8	million	–	has	
allowed the Haitian government, faced with unforeseen 
emergency costs, to maintain critical spending, especially 
in health education and security.

Rebuilding of Ministries and administrations:
The Commission is  launching the rehabilitation work 
(for	 around	 €18.7	 million)	 on	 several	 key	 ministries	
destroyed	 by	 the	 earthquake,	 such	 as	 the	 Ministry	 of	
Foreign	Affairs	and	the	Ministry	of	Transport	and	Public	
Works, as well as administrative buildings in secondary 
cities.  The reconstruction and rehabilitation process is 
planned to be achieved by the end of 2012. 

2. Ensuring social services 

Helping to rebuild homes:  
In addition to transitional solutions, the European 
Commission is currently launching a programme in the 
area	of	Housing	and	Urban	development	(€23	million).	
The programme, which will benefit 60,000 people,  
aims at supporting the repair and reconstruction 
of safe homes together with the provision of social 
services, to allow displaced people to return to their 
own neighbourhoods. The local communities, the 
municipalities	and	the	Haitian	Ministry	for	Public	Works	
will all be actively involved in the implementation of 
activities on the ground. The programme also includes a 
component to strengthen institutional capacities.

Education: 
The Commission is funding a Programme for 
Improvement	of	Quality	Education	in	Haiti	(€14	million).	
The program is ongoing and supports the building and 
rehabilitation of schools, the training of 3,000 teachers 
and the distribution of exercise books and textbooks, and 
the schooling of more than 150,000 Haitian children. 

3. Support to democracy and governance

The EU has been active in supporting political stability 
and governance in Haiti.  

An	 EU	 contribution	 of	 over	 €5	 million	 to	 a	 multi-
stakeholders programme provided vital electoral 
assistance to the Haitian government for the running 
of	the	2010/11	electoral	process,	which	led	to	the	first	
democratic and peaceful presidential transition in Haiti’s 
recent history. 

In addition, the EU has contributed to the electoral 
observation mission of the OAS (Organisation	 of	
American States) including through the dispatching of 
six electoral experts and has allowed the observation of 
the election by Haitian civil society organisations.  

In coordination with other international partners, the 
EU promotes various measures for strengthening the 
rule of law and governance, including an ongoing  
programme	for	strengthening	the	judicial	system	and	a	
planned support for decentralised governance. 
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4. Rebuilding infrastructure - Reconstruction 
of main roads 

One	of	the	biggest	challenges	to	the	relief	effort	was	the	
poor	state	of	Haitian	roads.	Decades	of	deterioration	(in	
2004,	only	5%	of	the	country’s	roads	were	judged	to	be	
in a good condition) meant that it was very hard to get 
aid across the country to where it was needed. 

The 200km road between Port-au-Prince and Cap Haitian 
(Haiti’s	second	largest	city)	is	a	crucial	link	between	the	
north and south of the country. In January 2010, the 
journey	 between	 the	 cities	 took	 eight	 hours.	Now	 this	
travelling time will be reduced to just three hours. 

The	 first	 section	 of	 the	 road	 (between	 Port-au-Prince	
and	 Mirebalais)	 has	 already	 been	 completed,	 which	
has led to a 200% increase in the number of people 
and commercial vehicles travelling between the two 
cities.	Rehabilitation	of	the	next	section	from	Mirebalais	
to the city of Hinche is ongoing and is scheduled to be 
achieved at the beginning of 2012. In total, the European 
Commission	 will	 invest	 a	 further	 €160	 million	 in	 the	

Haitian road network. Commissioner Piebalgs will 
inaugurate	 the	 section	 of	 the	 between	 Mirebalais	 and	
Hinche	during	his	official	visit	in	Haiti	in	March	2012.

Road	projects	on	this	scale	improve	economic	prospects,	
enabling local businesses to get their goods across the 
country in a better condition and access markets that 
would otherwise be unavailable to them.
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5. Stimulating local economic development

Trade and industry:
The Economic Development of the North of Haiti 
programme	(€70	million)	aims	 to	 respond	 to	 the	need	
to develop economic areas across the country, beyond 
the	 capital.	 Planned	 jointly	 with	 other	 donors,	 this	
programme	helps	to	create	jobs	in	the	textile industry, 
tourism and agriculture.

Agriculture and food security:
The Commission supports Haiti’s small farmers, for 
example through investing in sustainable mango 
production and improved access to markets. 

The Commission’s support for Haitian mango production 
has reached 10 000 local producers and 100 producer 
associations who have managed to revalorise the mango 
sector in the region. 

The Commission has also strengthened the food security 
of over 30,000 families in the North East Region 
through the reintroduction of the production of sweet 
potatoes and the development of new productions of 
fruits and forest products.   

The	 Commission	 has	 finally	 supported	 the	 food	
security of over 5000 families in the Centre and West 
of the country through the rehabilitation of irrigation 
systems, the increase of the production of bananas and 
the development of fruit and vegetables.  

Microfinance:
Poverty reduction by enabling farmers to access credit is 
another priority of the Commission in Haiti. The micro-
credits allow farmers to purchase seeds and machinery 
and in this way to increase their production. This means 
farmers are better able to feed their families and sell the 
surplus to cover other basic expenses. 

Almost 2000 farmers have received micro-credits 
in 2011 in order to purchase seeds and machinery and 
the micro credit and the micro credit programmes will 
go on in 2012 in order to continue allowing small holder 
farmers to increase their production and improve the 
food security of their families. 

Culture:
The Commission supports initiatives in cultural 
expression in Haiti, including theatre, cinema, 
audiovisual arts and multimedia. This is done through 
the organisation of festivals and other cultural events and 
by training professionals and artists in new techniques 
and business planning.

The	programme	aims	to	create	jobs	and	bring	business	
opportunities in the cultural sectors, and to help Haitian 
artists to access international markets.

   ***
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CONTACTS
For further information on long-term assistance, contact:

 Catherine Ray, Spokesperson, on +32-2/296.99.21
 Wojtek Talko, Media Officer, on +32-2/297.85.51

For further information on humanitarian aid, contact:

 David Sharrock, Spokesperson, on +32-2/296.89.09
 Irina Novakova, Press Officer, on +32-2/295.75.17

To see more on what the European Commission is doing on Haiti, visit 
http://europa.eu/press_room/press_packs/haiti/index_en.htm 

and for humanitarian assistance, visit 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/aid/caribbean_pacific/haiti_earthquake_en.htm


