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Briefing Note – 23 May 2016 
BANGLADESH 
Tropical Cyclone Roanu  
 

 

Need for international 

assistance 

Not required Low Moderate Significant Major 

 X    
 Very low Low Moderate Significant Major 

Expected impact   X   

 

Crisis overview 

 
Source: ECHO 20/05/2016 

On 21 May, around midday local time (0600 GMT), Tropical Cyclone Roanu made landfall 

along the southern coastal districts of Bangladesh, bringing heavy rain, winds of up to 

88km/h, and storm surges of up to 2m (AFP 21/05/2016).  

At least 24 people have been killed (BDNews24 22/05/2016). Some 85,000 structures, 

including homes and shops, have been destroyed or damaged (NDTV 23/05/2016; (AFP 

22/05/2016). At least 15 districts are affected, with Chittagong, Cox’s Bazar, Noakhali, 

Lakshimpur, Bhola, Barguna and Patuakhali among the worst affected (Newsnext 

22/05/2016). 500,000 people were evacuated ahead of the cyclone (AFP 21/05/2016).  Returns 

had already reportedly begun on 21 May (AFP 21/05/2016; 22/05/2016). As of the evening of 

22 May, some media reports cited disaster management officials as saying that 150,000 

people were in evacuation shelters or open areas. (Newsnext 22/05/2016). The current 

number of evacuees is not clear, nor is the number of people in need of aid. 

 

Key findings 

Anticipated 

scope and 

scale  

 

The cyclone hit a wide range of coastal districts, including both 

rural and densely populated areas. The extent of the damage, 

particularly in more remote rural communities and on islands, 

remains to be assessed, but it is likely that further structural 

damage will be identified in the coming days.  

Priorities for 

humanitarian 

intervention 

 Shelter and NFIs for households and businesses facing 

damaged or destroyed property. 

 WASH interventions to prevent spread of disease as 

floodwaters may have led to contaminated groundwater. 

 Food assistance: ready-to-use items for immediate response 

Humanitarian 

constraints 

 

 Information gaps are inhibiting the provision of humanitarian 

assistance.  

 Some populations remain stranded, although access to these 

groups will likely improve as the weather conditions are 

calming and floodwaters receding.  

Limitations  

Assessments are ongoing but findings are yet to be transmitted, although they will likely be 

completed this week. At this initial post-disaster phase, most available information is based on 

limited government statements and anecdotal accounts from relatively easily accessible areas. 

http://reliefweb.int/map/india/india-bangladesh-myanmarburma-tropical-cyclone-roanu-echo-daily-map-20052016-0
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/23-dead-500000-flee-cyclone-roanu-hits-bangladesh
http://www.ndtv.com/world-news/24-killed-as-cyclone-roanu-hits-bangladesh-over-5-lakh-evacuated-1408937
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/thousands-homeless-cyclone-hit-bangladesh
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/thousands-homeless-cyclone-hit-bangladesh
http://newsnextbd.com/150000-people-render-homeless-in-cyclone-roanu/
http://newsnextbd.com/150000-people-render-homeless-in-cyclone-roanu/
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/23-dead-500000-flee-cyclone-roanu-hits-bangladesh
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/23-dead-500000-flee-cyclone-roanu-hits-bangladesh
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/23-dead-500000-flee-cyclone-roanu-hits-bangladesh
http://newsnextbd.com/150000-people-render-homeless-in-cyclone-roanu/
http://www.start-network.org/
http://www.acaps.org/
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Crisis impact 

Tropical Cyclone Roanu (One) has driven heavy rain and strong winds in the Bay of Bengal 

region, triggering landslides and flooding in Sri Lanka and India as it has moved northeast 

(ECHO 20/05/2016; Washington Post 18/05/2016). On 21 May, around midday local time, TC 

Roanu made landfall along the southern coastal districts of Bangladesh, bringing heavy 

rain, winds of up to 88km/h, and storm surges of up to two metres high (AFP 21/05/2016).  

As of 22 May, Cyclone Roanu had moved on to Myanmar, but its power has dissipated 

and status downgraded to green (OCHA 22/05/2016). 

TC Roanu is the deadliest storm to hit Bangladesh since 2012, killing at least 24 people 

(BDNews24 22/05/2016). As of 22 May, 13 people were missing along the Chittagong–

Noakhlai coast (The Daily Star 22/05/2016). Some 85,000 structures, including homes and 

shops, have been destroyed or damaged (NDTV 23/05/2016; (AFP 22/05/2016).  The main port 

city of Chittagong was flooded, and in Barisal a dam burst following heavy rain, flooding 

around 80 villages and causing deaths (AFP 22/05/2016;  Tribune 22/05/2016). 

As of 22 May, the worst affected districts include Chittagong, Cox’s Bazar, Noakhali, 

Lakshimpur, Bhola, Barguna and Patuakhali (Newsnext 22/05/2016).  

Approximately 500,000 people were evacuated to emergency shelters before the storm 

hit (AFP 21/05/2016). On the evening of 22 May, disaster management officials were 

reporting that 150,000 people remained in evacuation shelters or open areas after their 

houses were destroyed (Newsnext 22/05/2016). Returns were already being reported in the 

evening of 21 May and morning of 22 May, as weather conditions calmed and flood 

waters began receding (AFP 21/05/2016; AFP 22/05/2016).   

Shelter and NFIs: Houses constructed with tin and/or mud suffered substantial damage 

from the storm. Around 80,000 houses were damaged in coastal regions, including 

23,000 destroyed (AFP 22/05/2016).  

WASH: Some villages have reported a lack of drinking water (Newsnext 22/05/2016). There is 

a risk that flooding has contaminated ground water, heightening the likelihood of a 

disease outbreak. 

Food: Food supplies worth USD 12.5 million were damaged (AFP 22/05/2016). Up to 5,000 

people in Shashinganj and Mahajankanda villages in the Tajumuddin upazila of Bhola are 

reportedly without food supplies (The Daily Star 22/05/2016). Storm surges washed away 

crops and cattle in places (SkyNews 23/05/2016). Seawater inundated shops and 

warehouses in commercial areas of Chittagong city, destroying food supplies and 

negatively affecting livelihoods.  

Health:  Several people – some reports state up to 200 – were injured as winds dislodged 

debris, trees, and electricity pylons (Sydney Morning Herald 22/05/2016; Christian Aid 22/05/2016). 

Education: Around 500 high school students in Shashinganj and Mahajankanda villages 

in the Tajumuddin upazila of Bhola have reportedly lost textbooks and school materials  
(The Daily Star 22/05/2016). 

 

Impact on critical infrastructure  

 20km of coastal embankments were washed away by storm surges (SkyNews 

23/05/2016). 

 Chittagong international airport was closed for two days, although flights have now 

resumed (AFP 22/05/2016; BDNews24 05/22/2016).  

 Disaster management authorities shut down sea and river ports ahead of the storm. 

Fishing trawlers and other boats were temporarily banned from going out to sea. 
(AFP 21/05/2016).   

 

Vulnerable groups affected 

Disaster management officials have identified children, women, the elderly, people with 

disabilities among the most vulnerable population groups. Fishing and farming 

communities located on remote coastal islands have also been highlighted as a priority 

group. Specific concerns have been raised for populations in the hilly region near 

Chittagong, where the landslide risk is elevated following heavy rains (Al Jazeera 22/05/2016). 

In southeast Bangladesh, approximately 30,000 Rohingya refugees have been assisted 

in two official camps for more than two decades. In addition to the registered refugees, 

approximately 45,000 unregistered Rohingya reside in makeshift sites and more than 

150,000 are thought to reside in host communities in Cox’s Bazar district.  There are 

reports that food shortages for the Rohingya communities pre-date June flooding (Kaladan 

Press Network, 02/07/2015).  There are reports of marginalization and discrimination of 

Rohingya in Bangladesh and of sporadic conflict with host communities. They are often 

confronted with violence, abuse, arrest and detention; women and girls are particularly 

exposed. Some of the hostility towards Rohingya can be explained by the widespread 

poverty of Cox’s Bazar, which reports some of the lowest social and economic indicators 

nationwide. 

 

Humanitarian and operational constraints 

Many thousands of people remain stranded due to seawaters flooding dykes and coastal 

villages. Some of those stranded had been unable to reach evacuation centres in time, 

after only receiving six hours’ advance warning. Relief actors report challenges reaching 

http://reliefweb.int/report/india/emergency-response-coordination-centre-ercc-echo-daily-map-20052016-india-bangladesh
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/capital-weather-gang/wp/2016/05/18/cyclone-that-caused-sri-lanka-landslide-could-dump-20-inches-of-rain-on-parts-of-india/
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/23-dead-500000-flee-cyclone-roanu-hits-bangladesh
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Flash%20Update%20No%202_Cyclone%20Roanu%20Response_22%20May%202016_ENG.pdf
http://www.thedailystar.net/country/roanu-marooned-people-misery-1227922
http://www.ndtv.com/world-news/24-killed-as-cyclone-roanu-hits-bangladesh-over-5-lakh-evacuated-1408937
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/thousands-homeless-cyclone-hit-bangladesh
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/thousands-homeless-cyclone-hit-bangladesh
http://tribune.com.pk/story/1108029/thousands-homeless-cyclone-hit-bangladesh/
http://newsnextbd.com/150000-people-render-homeless-in-cyclone-roanu/
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/23-dead-500000-flee-cyclone-roanu-hits-bangladesh
http://newsnextbd.com/150000-people-render-homeless-in-cyclone-roanu/
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/23-dead-500000-flee-cyclone-roanu-hits-bangladesh
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/thousands-homeless-cyclone-hit-bangladesh
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/thousands-homeless-cyclone-hit-bangladesh
http://newsnextbd.com/150000-people-render-homeless-in-cyclone-roanu/
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/thousands-homeless-cyclone-hit-bangladesh
http://www.thedailystar.net/country/roanu-marooned-people-misery-1227922
http://www.skynews.com.au/news/world/asiapacific/2016/05/23/at-least-21-killed-after-bangladesh-cyclone.html
http://www.smh.com.au/world/bangladesh-cyclone-kills-at-least-22-20160521-gp0r3z.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/christian-aid-give-emergency-relief-bangladesh-communities-cyclone-roanu-displaces
http://www.thedailystar.net/country/roanu-marooned-people-misery-1227922
http://www.skynews.com.au/news/world/asiapacific/2016/05/23/at-least-21-killed-after-bangladesh-cyclone.html
http://www.skynews.com.au/news/world/asiapacific/2016/05/23/at-least-21-killed-after-bangladesh-cyclone.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/thousands-homeless-cyclone-hit-bangladesh
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/thousands-homeless-cyclone-hit-bangladesh
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/23-dead-500000-flee-cyclone-roanu-hits-bangladesh
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/05/deaths-cyclone-roanu-pounds-bangladesh-160521135642512.html
http://www.kaladanpress.org/index.php/news/384-news-2015/july-2015/4822-heavy-rains-and-food-shortages-in-unofficial-camps.html
http://www.kaladanpress.org/index.php/news/384-news-2015/july-2015/4822-heavy-rains-and-food-shortages-in-unofficial-camps.html
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stranded populations, as well as those located on smaller remote islands off the coast 
(AFP 22/05/2016;  Al Jazeera 22/05/2016). 

 

Aggravating factors 

Weather and natural hazards 

TC Roanu is the first cyclone of the June—September monsoon season in the Bay of 

Bengal. More, potentially stronger, cyclones are expected throughout the season (IFRC 

21/05/2016). 

Daily rainfall totals are expected to climb to between 150–300mm in many places in the 

coming days, heightening concerns for further flooding and landslides (ECHO 22/05/2016). 

All rivers in Bangladesh have been rising since 19 May, particularly in the northeast 
(Government 22/05/2016).  

One landslide has killed two people in Sitakundu, Chittagong district. Warnings for further 

landslides in inland hilly districts remain in force (AFP 21/05/2016).  Bangladesh is one of the 

world’s most hazard-prone countries, and cyclones and flooding are among the most 

common disasters. (TRUST 26/08/2014; Bangladesh Dept. Disaster Management 06/2014; ACAPS 

26/08/2014).   

Thunderstorms and lighting strikes pose a danger, particularly in rural areas. Storms 

earlier in May 2016 killed 59 people in three days, many of them farmers working in rice 

paddy fields (AFP 15/05/2016; ECHO 13/05/2016). 

 

Population density 

Population density in Bangladesh is 1,014/km2, making it the eighth most densely 

populated country in the world (WB Indicators).  The southern districts of Bangladesh are 

extremely densely populated, and mostly in areas less than 5m above sea level, leaving a 

large population highly vulnerable to cyclones and flooding (Al Jazeera 22/05/2016). 

 

Location and type of housing/infrastructure 

Houses are often built on mud platforms (or plinths).  

Many of those affected by floods have camped out on roofs, roads, embankments or 

bamboo structures. Children in these situations are extremely vulnerable and less likely 

to receive assistance than children in flood shelters, as they are harder to identify and 

harder to reach (SC 2006). 

 

 

Poverty  

Poverty is persistent in three areas: the northwest, the central northern region, and the 

southern coastal zones (IFAD 06/2014). These individuals are more vulnerable to the effects 

of floods and crop losses, and will take longer to recover. 

 

Seasonal calendar 

 
Source: FAO/GIEWS 28/10/2015 

 

Political stability and security 

Tensions have been growing in recent months, as the frequency of deadly machete 

attacks against liberal public figures, secularists, religious minorities, and the LGBT 

community has increased. At least 23 people have been killed in such attacks since 

February 2015. Members of social, ethnic, and religious minorities have reported going 

into hiding. The presence of extremist groups in Bangladesh is routinely denied, but IS 

and Al Qaeda in the region have both claimed responsibility for multiple attacks. On 25 

April, widespread protests erupted, blaming the government for failing to hold the 

perpetrators accountable (Guardian 20/05/2016; BBC 02/05/2016). 

 

http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/thousands-homeless-cyclone-hit-bangladesh
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/05/deaths-cyclone-roanu-pounds-bangladesh-160521135642512.html
file:///C:/Users/Jane/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/1ACQHIPM/A%20cyclone%20alert%20was%20issued%20for%2018%20coastal%20districts%20(IFRC%2021/05/2016)
file:///C:/Users/Jane/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/1ACQHIPM/A%20cyclone%20alert%20was%20issued%20for%2018%20coastal%20districts%20(IFRC%2021/05/2016)
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/bangladesh-tropical-cyclone-ruanu-echo-media-echo-daily-flash-22-may-2016
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/FIC22052016.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/23-dead-500000-flee-cyclone-roanu-hits-bangladesh
http://www.trust.org/item/20140826092053-03pwt/?source=jtOtherNews1&utm_source=MailingList&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=AlertNet+Expresso+-+Aug+26+2014
file:///C:/Users/mariaolavarria/Desktop/Users/mariaolavarria/Desktop/Bangladesh%20floodresponse%20preparedness%20plan%202014.pdf
file:///C:/Users/mariaolavarria/Desktop/Users/mariaolavarria/Desktop/Bangladesh%20floodresponse%20preparedness%20plan%202014.pdf
http://geo.acaps.org/
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/lightning-kills-59-people-three-days-bangladesh-official
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ECDM_20160513_World_SevereWeather.pdf
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/05/tropical-cyclone-roanu-finally-runs-steam-160522100018108.html
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/resources/online-library/watermarks-child-protection-during-floods-in-bangladesh
http://www.ruralpovertyportal.org/country/home/tags/bangladesh
http://www.fao.org/giews/countrybrief/country.jsp?code=BGD
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/may/20/bangladeshi-doctor-killed-in-machete-attack
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/may/20/bangladeshi-doctor-killed-in-machete-attack
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Key characteristics  

Demographic profile: Bangladesh population: 149,772,364 (2011). Chittagong division: 

28,423,019. Barisal division: 8,325,666 (Geohive 2016). Urban population: 28.4% (2011) (CIA 

WorldFactbook 2014). 

WASH: Access to improved sources of drinking water: 83.2% (2011); access to improved 

sanitation facilities: 54.7% (2011) (UNICEF 12/2013). Water quality in Bangladesh is 

compromised by the presence of arsenic, detected in 61 of 64 districts of Bangladesh. It 

is at dangerous levels for at least 20 million people (UNICEF 2009). 

Lighting and cooking: Population using solid fuels for cooking: 99% rural/59.9% urban 

(Global Alliance for Clean Cookstoves). 

Health: Infant mortality rate: 33/1,000 live births; under-five mortality rate: 41/1,000 live 

births; maternal mortality ratio: 240 deaths per 100,000 pregnancies (UNICEF 12/2013). 

Food: Food insecurity is rising due to frequent natural disasters and civil unrest. An 

estimated 40% of the population is considered food insecure (ACAPS 26/08/2014).  

Nutrition: 41% of children under five are stunting, a measure of chronic undernourishment 
(WFP 2015).  

Literacy: Adults (total population over 15): 57.7%; Youth (18–24 years): 77.1%; Male: 

80.4% (UNICEF 12/2013). 

 

Response capacity 

Local and national response capacity 

In Bangladesh, disaster management is the responsibility of the Ministry of Disaster 

Management and Relief. Bodies which support disaster management include: the 

National Disaster Management Coordination Council (responsible for implementing 

policies), the National Disaster Management Advisory Council, the National Platform 

Disaster Management for Risk Reduction (coordinating and providing facilitation to 

relevant stakeholders), the Focal Point Operation Coordination Group of Disaster 

Management (reviewing and coordinating activities carried out by different departments), 

the NGO Coordination Committee of Disaster Management and the Committee for 

Speedy Dissemination of Disaster Related Warning/Signals (SOD 2010). Disaster 

Management Committees (DMC) exist at the district, upazila, and union level, although 

the level of activity of these DMCs varies (JNA ACAPS 04/2014). 

All INGOs and NGOs requirement government approval to undertake projects. Approval 

in non-emergency situations takes a minimum of 45 days, while if a disaster has been 

declared, approval can be granted in 24 hours (JNA ACAPS 04/2014). 

Preparedness and early response to Cyclone Roanu has so far been seen as largely 

positive. Evacuation instructions were communicated effectively, with evacuation carried 

out across 18 districts (Prothom Alo 22/05/2016; UNISDR 22/05/2016; IFRC 21/05/2016).   However, 

some communities, including in Banshkhali district, Chittagong, report having received 

evacuation warnings too late (AFP 22/05/2016). Government officials have distributed food 

grain as well as cash support to affected populations (Newsnext 22/05/2016). 

International response capacity 

The Humanitarian Coordination Task Team has been activated, as are the Shelter cluster 

and Early recovery cluster (IFRC 21/05/2016). International NGOs are present in Bangladesh, 

including the affected regions.  

 

Population coping mechanisms 

The experience of frequent cyclone and flooding events has driven a diversity of coping 

mechanisms among households in southern Bangladesh. Some of the most important 

among these are: livelihood diversification, informal risk sharing within communities, and 

migration. However, root causes of vulnerability have been inadequately addressed, 

meaning that coping mechanisms are regularly viewed as the norm (Lund University 08/2012).  

Households have begun to cultivate saline tolerant rice and vegetables. Drip irrigation and 

rainwater harvesting are becoming more common. Mud walls are replaced with bamboo 

or wood to avoid being washed away by storm surges. Community savings groups have 

formed to prepare for the next disaster. Pastoralists are rearing smaller animals to avoid 

overreliance on scarce pasture and fresh water. Shrimp farming is being taken up to 

diversify income (American Journal of Rural Development 2015). 

 

Lessons learned 

 Preparedness and resilience have improved substantially since 1970, when a 

cyclone killed around 500,000 people, and 1991, when 140,000 people died in a 

cyclone (CNN 22/05/2016). 

 Resources should be allocated to help people adopt a lifestyle that conforms to their 

natural environment. Solutions such as changing housing structures and crop 

patterns can help reduce flood and storm damage.  

http://www.geohive.com/cntry/bangladesh.aspx
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bg.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bg.html
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/bangladesh_bangladesh_statistics.html
http://www.cleancookstoves.org/countries/asia/bangladesh.html
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/bangladesh_bangladesh_statistics.html
http://geo.acaps.org/
https://www.wfp.org/stories/10-facts-about-hunger-bangladesh
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/bangladesh_bangladesh_statistics.html
http://www.ddm.gov.bd/pdf/sod_final.pdf
http://www.acaps.org/resourcescats/downloader/pre_disaster_secondary_data_flash_floods_and_landslides/222
http://www.acaps.org/resourcescats/downloader/pre_disaster_secondary_data_flash_floods_and_landslides/222
http://en.prothom-alo.com/bangladesh/news/105429/8-community-radios-worked-for-348-hrs-during-Roanu
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/un-praises-bangladesh-cyclone-preparedness-programme-ahead-world-humanitarian
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/red-cross-prepares-further-flooding-and-landslides-cyclone-roanu-bears-down
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/thousands-homeless-cyclone-hit-bangladesh
http://newsnextbd.com/150000-people-render-homeless-in-cyclone-roanu/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IBTCBD210516.pdf
http://lup.lub.lu.se/luur/download?func=downloadFile&recordOId=3049920&fileOId=3049926
http://pubs.sciepub.com/ajrd/3/2/2/
http://edition.cnn.com/2016/05/22/asia/bangladesh-cyclone-roanu/index.html
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 Good governance, appropriate environmental laws, acts, and ordinances will be 

necessary to achieve sustainable economic development and to reduce any 

environmental degradation. 

 Implementation of an improved real-time flood and drought control warning system 

can reduce the damage caused by floods and cyclones. Improved forecasting and 

early warning systems and preparedness measures have helped to reduce the 

number of lives lost and impact on livelihoods by flood. 

Sources: WFP 19/20/2014, JNA ACAPS 04/2014. 

 

http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/flood-protection-beyond-dams-building-resilience-bangladesh
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/flood-protection-beyond-dams-building-resilience-bangladesh

