
 

 Contact: Nihal Samarasinghe, Project  Manager, nihals@unops.org 

 
 

Monthly Status Update - November 2016 
Afghan Civilian Assistance Program (ACAP III) 

Highlights: 
•  ACAP III provided 15 immediate assistance packages 

benefitting victims of the 21 November suicide bombing at 
the Baqir-ul-Olum mosque in Kabul. The attack claimed the 
lives of at least 25 people and injured more than 50, including 
children. The packages provided benefited 164 victims and 
family members (80 males and 84 females). 

• 51 immediate assistance distribution events were held in 
various parts of the country. 727 immediate assistance 
packages were delivered reaching 6,945 beneficiaries (3,446 
male and 3,499 female). 

• 386 victims (263 male and 123 female) and 704 family 
members of victims (449 male and 255 female) were 
enrolled in psychosocial counselling. Counselling is ongoing 
for 564 beneficiaries (237 victims, 327 family members). 

• Physiotherapists provided therapy, referrals and follow-up to 479 beneficiaries (330 males and 149 females). 

• Delivered 25 economic reintegration assistance packages tailored to victim’s and families’ needs.  

• Held a four-day workshop in Kabul with ACAP III psychosocial counsellors representing all regions of Afghanistan 
on project reporting, operations and logistics as well as techniques for counselling in emergency situations. 

• In cooperation with the Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs, Martyrs and the Disabled (MoLSAMD) and other 
stakeholders, the ACAP III Ministry Advisor to MoLSAMD provided substantive technical guidance and support 
for observation of the International Day of Persons with Disabilities in Kabul. 

• According to a survey conducted by Tolonews, security incidents throughout the country decreased by 20% in 
November (http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/28789-security-incidents-drop-by-20-percent-in-
november-survey) 

Issues: 
• No issues to report, operations are continuing as usual. The project has completed winter contingency planning 

for areas anticipated to have accessibility issues during the winter season. 

Planned activities for next month: 
• Incorporate updated beneficiary eligibility criteria endorsed by USAID into the victim assessment process. 
• Obtain endorsement of a proposed capacity building plan for the Martyrs and Disabled department of 

MoLSAMD. 
• Finalise the ACAP III gender assessment report. The report is an in-country assessment of gender considerations 

in ACAP III and measures to improve gender awareness in MoLSAMD services. 

Victims of the 21 November attack at the Baqir-ul-Olum mosque in Kabul 
receive relief packages containing food and non-food items. @UNMAS 
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