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FROM JMACT HEADQUARTERS

Operations Overview

There are a total of 27 Clearance Teams and 34 Risk Education Teams across the 

country. Clearance Teams remain concentrated in Sirte and the Zliten/Misrata area. 

Meanwhile, Risk Education programmes are well spread out but most heavily 

concentrated in Zliten/Misrata. The six survey teams are in the final week of their contract. 

Over the past two months, more than 120 reports have been received from them. 

Numerous ammunition storage areas or minefields laid from the recent conflict have been 

confirmed, which will enable a re-priortising of areas. The JMACT also continues to lend 

its full support to a Board of Inquiry investigation into the death of a DanChurchAid 

demining expert killed last week in Dafnya.

Stockpile Management/Ammunition

The UNSMIL funded 

Weapons and 

Ammunition Technical 

Advisors conducted a 

mission to Birak last 

week. During this 

mission the team 

visited an ammunition 

storage facility as well 

as an area in the desert 

where weapons and 

ammunition have been 

discarded. It became 

clear that the area was 

also being looted and many boxes previously filled with ammunition lay empty. At the 

same site is an area approximately 2km square which contains the fallout of an 

ammunition event. The area was heavily contaminated with UXO’s ranging from 

conventional munitions to aircraft bombs. The team met with the local civilian and military 
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Number of Clearance Teams 27

Number of Risk Education Teams 34

Number of Mine/ERW Cleared 159,060

Number of Schools Cleared 63

Number of Houses Cleared 2,624

Number of Direct Risk Education Beneficiaries 112,899

Number of International Staff 68

Number of National Staff
265

councils to provide technical advice on how best to secure this ammunition. Following the 

meeting the civilian council agreed to assist the military council in funding this project and 

requested further technical advice from UNMAS. Detailed plans are being finalized by the 

military council prior to starting the project.

The JMACT expresses its sympathies to the families of those killed in the recent explosion 

at a weapons depot in the Republic of Congo, where over 200 people were killed and 

hundreds more injured. UNMAS, ICRC, MAG and MSB have all been active in providing 

an immediate response. Further personnel and assets are on stand-by to deploy to 

Brazzaville if required, which will be determined as better access to the site becomes 

available. The accident highlights the importance of effective stockpile management and 

the need for the work of the JMACT and its partners worldwide.

Weekly Headlines

• Hero who lost a hand – but lived (The Sunday Times)

• A Not Quite So Dead End for the Mystery Cluster Bomb (The NY Times)

• West Africa Organized Crime and the Libya Conflict (Jurist)

• Libya seeks regional co-operation to combat crime (AFP)

• Leaky Libya Border and Gun Running in Tunisia (Yahoo)

• Gaddafi hid arms in Libyan embassies across globe (Reuters)

• Officials: Weapons smuggling from post-civil war Libya to Egypt on the increase

(Washington Post)

Vacancies

• Support Services/Operations Assistant (UNOPS Mine Action Cluster)

About JMACT

The Joint Mine Action Coordination Team is a partnering of the UN and 

international NGOs that presents a coordinated response to the explosive 

remnants of war threat in Libya. JMACT provides coordination, prioritizes 

clearance tasks, mobilizes resources and liaises with the appropriate authorities 

in Libya.

JMACT Impact By Numbers



Funding

Recent accidents in Libya and the Republic of Congo highlight the urgency of 

efficient and coordinated mine action response. The threat of mines and other 

explosive remnants of war must be addressed today. Please see the 

outstanding funding needs of JMACT partners and support continued mine 

action in Libya. Read our Mine Action Appeal.

HI Gives Risk Education 
to 2,000 people

This week, Handicap 

International clearance teams 

removed 162 ERW in Tripoli 

and Sirte.

In Tripoli, 5 farms were 

searched and 2 successful 

demolitions were carried out. 

This included a MK84 1,000lb 

NATO bomb found at the 

airport, and four improvised 

explosive devices found in a 

residential garden.

In Sirte, clearance teams 

focused their search 

operations on open parkland 

and recreation areas, locating 

120 ERW items and carrying 

out the first demolition of a 

40mm Rifle Grenade. Two 

local medics have now 

completed training with the 

International Medical 

Coordinator. 

ICRC Destroys 1,139 ERW in 
Nafousa

The ICRC team in Nafousa 

undertook Explosive Ordnance 

Disposal (EOD) spot tasks in Nalut, 

Tiji and Badr. Demolition of the 

items was conducted in Nalut.

The team in Sirte did report-

response in Sirte and demolished 

some 50kgs of propellant to lower 

the risk at the Central Demolition 

Site (CDS). Then the team 

conducted spot task EOD in 

Harawa, east of Sirte.

At least 1,454 people received 

direct Risk Education (RE) through 

four Libyan Red Crescent Society 

(LRCS) branches (Yafreen, Nalut, 

Zliten, and Sirte). In addition, LRCS 

gave RE through Radio Tobruk. 

Zawia also reported reaching 1,442 

beneficiaries in the second half of 

February.

The Technical Coordinator was 

FSD Reaches 1,200 
Through Risk Education

The Swiss Foundation for Mine 

Action (FSD) oversaw the final 

work of its Ammunition Storage 

Area task. Weapons and 

ammunition disposal 

operations continued with just 

under 1,500 mines destroyed 

this week, for a total of 17,192 

since the project began in the 

second week of February.

Spot tasks continue in Sirte 

with the support of Community 

Liaison (CLO) teams. Two 

demolitions were carried out 

on 3x type 84 scatterable 

mines and 1 x F1 hand 

grenade. There still exists a 

high level of contamination in 

and around the city.

New teams were recruited and 

are being currently trained. 

FSD hopes to be able to have 



HI Risk Education teams in 

Misrata delivered awareness 

sessions and safety briefings 

to more than 2,000 at risk 

people. Following last week’s 

explosion of the storage area 

close to Dafnya checkpoint, 

the teams were tasked to 

conduct emergency MRE since 

the area is now highly 

contaminated with ERW.

Children are particularly at risk 

with schools, mosques and 

houses close to the incident 

site. Also, as a result of the 

explosion, ERW are now 

scattered around a 2km radius, 

hence teams are also 

conducting door to door 

Emergency Risk Education 

(ERE) and data gathering in 

those areas. Furthermore, as 

per JMACT Misrata tasking, 

teams also began working in Al 

Giran area, targeting the 

schools and residential areas 

close to the destroyed ASA 

nearby the airport.

In Sirte, four new MRE/CL 

teams were trained by the HI 

Risk Education Project 

Manager. Teams are 

constituted of 7 women and 7 

men and are expected to 

deploy mid-next week.

involved in the recruitment process 

of new local staff. The WEC 

Coordinator visited Sirte to follow up 

on RE activities and delivered 

training to RE volunteers. The RE 

Field Officer went to the Nafousa 

mountains to conduct risk 

education.

In the coming week, the team in 

Nafousa is doing spot task EOD in 

Tiji and Nalut and conducting 

demolitions in Zintan. The team in 

Sirte is doing EOD spot tasks in 

Sirte and a demolition at the CDS. 

The Technical Coordinator and Risk 

Education Field Officer will visit Bani 

Walid on 12-13 March to assess 

needs for clearance, practical 

issues, and follow up on risk 

education.

six further recruits trained in 

the coming week. Medics in 

Sirte have continuous training 

with regards to Mine Action 

Protocols and specific task 

training pertaining to 

evacuation, rehearsals, 

ambulance driving, 

administrative issues and 

channels of reporting. These 

teams are now fully active 

supporting operations.

Risk Education in El Zafaran, 

Soukour and El Nahda Zeraiya 

in Sirte continues with over 

1,200 beneficiaries. CLOs 

continue supporting the teams 

through spot task reporting.

DDG Removes 31 UXOs in 
Sirte

This week, the Danish Demining 

Group (DDG) conducted 23 kms of 

road clearance in Sirte resulting in 

the removal of 31 items of 



MAG Removes 3,333 
Dangerous Items

MAG’s clearance teams found 

and removed 3,333 items this 

week, including 23 MANPADS 

batteries and nine tubes in 

Zintan and Sirte. In Ajdabiya, 

the teams working in the Hyna 

Ammunition Storage Area 

found 1,632 UXO items and 

destroyed over 13,000 ERW 

from previous weeks.

Alongside Battle Area 

clearance, the teams 

conducted 22 Explosive 

Ordnance Disposal spot tasks, 

clearing a farm near Zintan 

where the farmer had 

previously been afraid to use 

his land because of 

contamination.

MAG’s Risk Education teams 

held 52 risk education 

sessions for 1,474 direct 

beneficiaries in Sirte, Misrata 

and Zintan and reported 58 

new dangerous areas across 

the country.

The Community Liaison 

Managers met with ICRC and 

other implementing partners to 

coordinate RE in Zintan and 

Misrata and Dangerous Area 

reporting in Sirte.

Unexploded Ordnance.

The JMACT would like to thank 

DANIDA for its recent confirmation 

of 5,000,000 DKK to DDG, which 

will enable it to continue operations 

in Sirte.
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