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Household and market cereal availability remain stable 

 
 
Key Messages 
 
• Availability of basic food stuffs remains stable throughout the 

country. Household cereal stocks and purchases remain the 
major source of staple cereals.  
 

• Though the cost of living at a national level has been stable, it 
remains higher than the national average household income. 
Consequently, a significant proportion of households in both 
urban and rural areas, are facing serious challenges in accessing 
enough of their basic needs, including food.  

 
• On account of the marginally improving socio-economic 

environment, the number of food insecure people in the period 
September 2011 and February 2012 is projected to be below the 
last five-year average for this period.  

 
 
Updated food security outlook through December 2011  

Household production complemented by market supplies continue to 
ensure stable availability of most basic food stuffs in most parts of 
the country.  In the high crop production districts, mainly in the 
central and northern half of the country, most households are 
predominantly consuming maize from their own production. The 
majority of households in the southern districts covering the 
Matabeleland provinces, Masvingo province, and the southern parts 
of Midlands and Manicaland provinces are predominantly consuming 
maize procured from markets within their locality.  Only 12 percent of 
the 198 rural markets monitored by the Agriculture and Food Security 
Monitoring System (AFSMS) reported non-availability of staple 
cereals in their local markets in July 2011. This situation is marginally 
better than the same time last year, when 15 percent of the 
monitored wards reported having no staples cereals in their local 
markets.  Most of the markets that reported that staple cereals were 
unavailable in July 2011 were mostly in Masvingo, Manicaland, and Midlands provinces. This situation is similar to previous 
years, but with Masvingo and Manicaland having more sites reporting cereal unavailability.   All of them were in the middle 
of markets that reported having staple cereals. The liberalized domestic trade in maize is encouraging movement of maize 
from surplus parts of the country to deficit areas by a multitude of small scale agro-dealers that are taking advantage of the 
existing business opportunities. Though still small, the proportion of monitored households accessing most of their maize 
from the Grain Marketing Board (GMB) this July (about 3 percent) is higher than that of the  

Figure 1. Most likely food security outcomes, 
August – September 2011 

 
Source: FEWS NET  

 
Figure 2. Most likely food security outcomes, 
October-December 2011  

 
Source: FEWS NET 

For more information on the IPC Acute Food Insecurity 
Reference Table, please see: 
www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale 
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same period last year (0 percent). Availability of basic food 
stuffs is likely to continue being good and stable through to 
December 2011 provided no major policy changes occurs. 

The annual inflation rates measured by the Zimbabwe 
Statistical Agency (ZIMSTAT) showed that the general cost of 
consumer goods and services increased by 2.9 percent between 
June 2010 and June 2011. Between July 2010 and July 2011 
ZIMSTAT estimated the general cost of consumer goods and 
services to increase by 3.3 percent. The annual rates of inflation 
for the first half of 2011 was approximately 2.9 percent, and 
the Ministry of Finance projects the 2011 annual inflation will 
be below 4.5 percent. The trend in the Consumer Council of 
Zimbabwe (CCZ) monitored low income urban basket is 
consistent with the observed low rates of inflation. The August 
review of import duties for a number of basic commodities, 
including maize meal and cooking oil, is expected to marginally 
increase the cost of commodities during the August to 
December 2011 time period when the new import duty regimes 
goes into effect. . FEWS NET will monitor cross-border 
commodity flows and prices closely.  
 
Despite the generally good availability of basic food stuffs and 
the relatively stable cost of living, a proportion of households in 
both rural and urban areas of Zimbabwe will continue to have 
challenges accessing food. The Urban ZimVAC 2011 livelihoods 
assessment estimated about 10 percent of the 4 million urban 
population to be food insecure due to a combination of low 
incomes, limited employment opportunities and high levels of 
underemployment, chronic illness, and the burden associated 
with HIV and AIDS.  This number is markedly lower than the 26 
percent the consortium found to be food insecure in 2009. In 
the past five years ZimVAC estimated an average of about 
522,000 rural people to be food insecure in August. On account 
of the relatively stable and marginally improving socio-economic environment, the number of food insecure people in 
August 2011 is likely to be below the last five-year average for this month. Every rural district has some food insecure 
people, but the highest concentration of food insecure households (between 10 and 20 percent) is likely to be found in 
Binga, Kariba, Mudzi, Umzingwane and Zvishavane districts. These districts had significantly low cereal production during 
the last summer season, requiring most households to rely on the market for food by the end of the harvesting period. In 
addition, staple cereal prices in these districts are currently the highest in the country. The whole country is classified as 
having minimal acute food insecurity (below 20 percent for any given area) until October (figure 1). With the seasonal 
deterioration of household food access during the lean season from October 2011 to February 2012, the prevalence of food 
insecure households in the five districts is likely to increase above the 20 percent threshold. Food insecure households’ food 
consumption will be minimally adequate and the households are not expected to engage in irreversible coping strategies. A 
significant proportion of these will be in the stressed food insecurity category (figure 2). 
 
Food aid interventions will improve the current and outlook period’s final food security outcomes. Currently the World 
Food Programme (WFP) has imported close to 7,000MT of cereals to support the Safety Net programs which is providing 
food assistance to about 300,000 beneficiaries throughout the country and this support is expected to continue to end of 
the year. As in the past, general feeding programs are expected to start in October this year.  
 
Despite the relatively stable macroeconomic conditions and availability of basic food stuffs in most parts of the country, 
some districts are exhibiting worrying developments in key food security variables. These districts include Buhera, Bulilima,  

Figure 3. Areas of concern 

 
Source: ZimVAC and FEWS NET 

 
Figure 4. Major sources of grain in areas of concern, 
July 2011 
 

 
Source: AFSMS 
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Chipinge, Insiza, Kwekwe, Mangwe, Masvingo, Mbire, 
Mount Darwin, Mwenezi, Rushinga, Shurugwi, Umguza 
Binga, Kariba, Mudzi, Umzingwane, Zvishavane and Zaka 
districts, (Figure 3). These districts experienced reduced 
cereal production in the 2010/11 season. Most households 
in these districts are predominantly dependent on the 
market at a time when staple cereal prices are the highest 
in the country (figures 4 and 5). In July, less than 20 
percent of households in Binga, Kariba, Mudzi, 
Umzingwane, and Buhera districts were consuming cereals 
from their own production while over 50 percent were 
relying on market purchases (Figure 4).  
 
According to the AFSMS, maize grain prices in the districts 
of concern will continue to prevail above the national 
average for all monitored sites in July and are 21 percent 
higher than same time last year. This price increase is well 
above annual rates of inflation suggesting a real increase 
in the cost of the staple commodity. In July, the highest 
price of US$0.54/kg was reported in Bulilima while prices 
increases above 20 percent were recorded between June 
and July in Umzingwane and Zvishavane districts. Although 
the July 2011 average maize price for all monitored sites 
of (US$0.30/kg) is lower than that of June 2011 
(US$0.32/kg) (Figure 5). Prices have started to increase 
relatively earlier than normal in Umzingwane and 
Zvishavane. Households are likely to limit market 
purchases given these high and likely increasing prices. As 
is normal, maize grain prices are expected to start 
increasing in the other districts of concern by September. 
 
According to AFSMS monitoring in July, the major income generating activities for most households in the areas of concern 
include gardening (46 percent of households), gold panning (39 percent of households), large livestock sales (36 percent of 
households), small livestock- which include goats and sheep (32percent of households), casual labor (28 percent of 
households). In July, small livestock production was an important source of income for about 40 percent of households in 
Mangwe, Shurugwi, and Mwenezi according to the AFSMS monitoring. The average cattle price for all monitored sites 
increased by seven percent from the June price to US$364.00, while that of goats was stable at US$33.00 in July. Although 
average monthly income earned from most of these income generating activities compares favorably to the same time last 
year (Figure 6), most households in the districts of concern are currently living below poverty line as incomes earned from 
these activities are less than US$30.00 per month. 
 
As is normal, grazing conditions have started to deteriorate from good to fair, and there are threats of veld fire outbreaks as 
the season progresses and drier conditions prevail. The Environment Management Agency has embarked on community 
awareness campaigns to minimize the incidences of fire outbreaks.  
 

Figure 5. Average maize grain prices, April 2010-July2011 

 
Source: AFSMS 

Figure 6.Average monthly income generated for all areas of 
concern, July 2010 and July 2011 
  

 
Source: AFSMS 
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Seasonal calendar and critical events timeline 

Source: FEWS NET  


	Household and market cereal availability remain stable
	Key Messages
	Updated food security outlook through December 2011
	Seasonal calendar and critical events timeline

