
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

   

 

 

 

A woman picks some grain from the ground to avoid wastage 
after the bag tore. Photo courtesy of Matilda Moyo/OCHA. 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 A severe funding shortage 

has affected the Seasonal 

Targeted Assistance (STA) 

programme, prompting 

partners to distribute half 

rations in efforts to spread 

the limited resources.  

 A fresh cholera outbreak has 

been reported in Masvingo 

province after a five month 

reprieve. 

 Partners have observed a 

slump in irregular migrants 

deported from SA and 

Botswana, as well as Third 

Country Nationals assisted. 

 

FIGURES  

$42.8 million funding 

shortfall threatens to 
impede food assistance 
efforts. 

3,467 Zimbabweans 

deported from Botswana 
and South Africa 
assisted in November. 

19 districts reached 

through STA programme 
in November, despite 
financial constraints.  

 

FUNDING 

147 million  
requested (US$) 

 

59.1% funded 
 

Food assistance severely underfunded  
Resources Urgently Needed to Avert Ration Breaks and Size Reductions 

In response to Zimbabwe’s deteriorating food security situation, the Seasonal Targeted 
Assistance (STA) programme that started in October increased to 19 rural districts in 
November. Assistance is in the form of rations comprising cereal, oil and pulses, while cash 
is being distributed in areas with functioning markets so people can buy cereals from local 
sources.       

WFP and partners plan to scale up assistance until the next 
harvest in April 2014, reaching around 1.8 million people in 
43 districts, subject to funding availability. Christian Care, 
through support from the Canadian Grain Bank will also 
assist two districts - Chimanimani and Matobo. 

Despite generous contributions from donors, the STA 
programme is severely underfunded with only half the 

needs catered for. About $86 million is required for the programme, but by end of November 
only $43.2 million had been provided, leaving a shortfall of $42.8 million. Christian Care is 
also facing funding constraints with $1.75 million of the required $2.7million having been 
raised.  

This increases concerns about the vulnerable people who will not have access to food 
assistance and have few other options for food sources. Highly vulnerable households 
have already exhausted their own produced cereals and are resorting to reducing the 
number or portions of meals per day. Selling livestock at reduced prices has also been 
reported in districts such as Buhera, Chipinge, Chiredzi, Masvingo, Mbire, Mutoko, 
Mwenezi and Zvishavane.  
Although prices of cattle have 
been on a downward trend owing 
to their poor condition due to lack 
of pasture, some farmers are still 
selling below the prevailing prices 
because of increasing food 
insecurity. Distress sales of 
household assets significantly 
undermine the ability of 
households to withstand future 
shocks and perpetuate the cycle 
of dependency in Zimbabwe. 

In light of the significant funding 
constraints, WFP conducted a 
rapid prioritization exercise to 
determine targeted districts with 

 

Family members receive food assistance in Uzumba-Maramba- 

Pfungwe. Photo courtesy of Matilda Moyo/OCHA. 
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The STA is so far 
funded by Australia, 

European Union (EU), Japan, 
UK, USA and the Central 
Emergency Response Fund 
(CERF).  
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the most critical food needs, in terms of high vulnerability and food prices. Binga, Chiredzi, 
Kariba, Mangwe, Rushinga and Zvishavane districts were identified as requiring full ration 
baskets, while the rest would receive half rations in November and December.  

 

In addition to the STA programme, WFP and partners are implementing the Productive 
Asset Creation (PAC) and Health and Nutrition programmes. Total funding required for all 
three activities until April 2014 is $109 million, of which only $52.7 million has been 
received.  

Waterborne disease outbreaks resurface 
Cholera outbreak in Masvingo 

A cholera outbreak that affected five people in Chiredzi district, Masvingo province, was 
reported in November, although there were no deaths. Environmental Health Alliance 
(EHA) partners, led by Save the Children and the Ministry of Health and Child Care 
(MOHCC) immediately conducted an assessment. The cases were tested and treated, 
while MoHCC officials began community awareness campaigns on hand washing, general 
hygiene, sanitation, water treatment and home management of diarrhoea in the affected 
village of Zindaja. 

The assessment by partners raised some concerns that need urgent redress as they 
increase the population’s vulnerability to waterborne diseases. These include low sanitation 
coverage in the affected village, with most of the community still practicing open defecation. 
The main water sources are the Save River and a disused mine shaft with stagnant water, 
while the nearest borehole is about 15 km away.   

Diarrhoea in Nyanga  

Two people died and 261 people were affected by a diarrhoea outbreak that was reported 
in Nyanga district, Manicaland province in November. Preliminary findings from an 
investigation by the International Rescue Committee (IRC) and Mercy Corps indicated that 
children below the age of 13 were among the worst affected. Some of the cases were from 
neighbouring Mozambique although patients were reluctant to be admitted at hospital, 
making control efforts difficult. Water from the Gairezi River and other water canals being 
used by the affected communities in Nyamaropa were the suspected source of infection. 
Further, there was limited sanitation coverage with people practicing open defecation.  

In support of the response, partners supplied the MoHCC with water purification tablets, 
hand washing soap and information, education and communication (IEC) materials. 

Health Ministry leads EPR plans for waterborne disease outbreak season 

On 25 November, Health and Child Care minister, Dr. David Parirenyatwa convened a 
meeting of health partners and outlined the ministry’s strategies for the waterborne disease 
outbreak season. Partners, led by the ministry, agreed to develop an Emergency 
Preparedness and Response (EPR) plan focusing on water-related outbreaks during the 

Government and 

partners are crafting an 

Emergency 

Preparedness and 

Response (EPR) for the 

rainy season.  
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rainy season, after which they were to indicate how they would support its implementation. 
The plan will cover the period from December 2013 to April 2014. 

Significant reduction in migration reported  
Drop in Irregular Migrants Assisted from SA and Botswana  

Partners continue to provide immediate humanitarian assistance to migrants forcibly 
returned from South Africa and Botswana. The number of returned migrants assisted from 
both countries dropped to a total of 3,467 in November compared to 4,510 in October.  

Altogether 2,076 returnees from South Africa were assisted at the Beitbridge Reception 
and Support Centre, a 38 per cent decrease from the 2,868 in October. These included 39 
unaccompanied minors.  

Returnees assisted from Botswana at Plumtree Reception and Support Centre also 
dropped by 15 per cent from 1,642 in October to 1,391 in November and included 24 
unaccompanied minors.  

Assistance included transportation, food and health assessments followed by referrals 
where necessary. Partners also attended to five protection cases from South Africa, 
including a robbery, three physical assaults in the holding cells and a family separation 
during deportation.  

Slump in TCNs assisted at NTRC  

The number of Third Country Nationals (TCN) assisted at Nyamapanda Temporary 
Reception Centre (NTRC) decreased from 240 migrants registered in October to 199 in 
November. Of these, 118 migrants were from Ethiopia, 75 from the Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRC) and six from Burundi. There were four unaccompanied minors. All 
migrants assisted received temporary shelter and food. 

The decrease, particularly in migrants from the DRC, has been attributed to political 
changes in the country, signalling an imminent end of the 18 month insurgency. This could 
result in peace prevailing in the Eastern part of DRC and subsequently reduce people 
seeking refuge in Southern Africa. 

In Brief 
Update from Global WASH Cluster meeting. Representatives from Government and the 
national WASH Cluster attended the Global WASH Cluster (GWC) meeting in Jakarta on 
30 and 31 October 2013.  In line with the theme: “Support to National Coordination 
Mechanisms for Emergency WASH Response,” participants from Zimbabwe presented the 
transition strategy for the country’s WASH Cluster and the hand over to a Government-led 
National WASH Sector Coordination mechanism.  

DRM plan for Beitbridge drawn up.  The district Civil Protection Committee (CPC) in 
Beitbridge in November conducted a follow up workshop to consolidate its Disaster Risk 
Management (DRM) plan, building on work that began in October.  IOM and OCHA 
supported the event, which was attended by 46 people. Beitbridge is prone to natural 
disasters like flooding and veld fires.  

Brief on SGBV and Trafficking awareness workshop. IOM conducted a two day 
workshop on trafficking in persons (TiP) and sexual and gender based violence (SGBV) in 
Plumtree town, Matabeleland South province. Twenty five officials drawn from various local 
authorities, relevant Government departments and Law enforcement agencies participated 
in the event, which aimed to enhance their capacity to domesticate the SGBV referral 
pathway. The workshop was funded by the EU and the US Office for Disaster Assistance 
(OFDA).  

The decline in Third 

Country Nationals (TCN) 

being assisted has been 

attributed to political 

changes, mostly in the 

Democratic Republic of 

the Congo (DRC).  
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Funding  
US$1.96 million CERF Grant Boosts Food Assistance in Zimbabwe 

The OCHA-managed CERF, through its Rapid Response Window in November contributed 
$1.96 million towards WFP for the STA programme.  This will help feed 165,000 people in 
the four worst food insecure districts for one month.   

Meanwhile, OCHA Zimbabwe’s revised appeal of $147 million reflected 51.9 per cent 
funding at $76 million by 30 November. This is a marginal increase from 50.6 per cent 
funding at $74 million reflected by 31 October. Partners are appealing for increased funding 
in order to respond to growing food insecurity.  

Feature 
Food Assistance Welcome Relief 

Remigio Matonga has 
had to make some tough 
choices. Following a 
season of poor rains, he 
harvested 50kg of grain 
– a tiny fraction of the 2 
tons he harvests in a 
good year. The father of 
10 was only able to feed 
his family for a month 
before their stocks ran 
dry. 

Then Remigio had to 
take two of his children 
out of school to save 
money to spend on food; 
one of them had been 
scheduled to take crucial 
O-level exams. 
“How can I register for 
one child to write exams 
when the other children 
are starving?” he asks, adding that he has been bartering vegetables from his garden for 
grain, but that the terms of trade have not been favorable. 

Zimbabwe is facing its worst food insecurity since 2009. Between October and December 
2013, about 1.5 million people were food insecure, a figure expected to increase to 2.2 
million – a quarter of the rural population – between January and March 2014, the peak of 
the hunger season.  

Read more on: http://www.unocha.org/zimbabwe/top-stories/zimbabwe-food-relief-after-
bad-harvest 

 

Zvishavane district, Midlands province, with the highest number of food 
insecure households, was among the first to receive food assistance in October.  
Photo courtesy of Matilda Moyo/OCHA. 

For further information, please contact:  
Modibo Traore, Head of Office, traorem@un.org, Tel. (+263) 772 125 272 
Matilda Moyo, Information Officer, moyo1@un.org, Tel. (+263) 772 125 285 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org | www.humanitarianresponse.info| www.reliefweb.int 

Although food 

assistance has been a 

welcome relief, there is 

urgent need for financial 

support to avert 

interruptions to the 

programme.  
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