
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

   

 

 The rains in December brought hope for a better harvest. Photo 
credit: Matilda Moyo/OCHA.  

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Funding shortages continue 

to impede partners from 

delivering complete food 

baskets, with half rations 

being distributed in all but six 

districts.  

 Waterborne disease cases 

and deaths significantly 

exceed those reported 

throughout 2012, raising 

concern among partners.  

 Upsurge in unaccompanied 

minors assisted from 

Botswana and SA reported in 

December.  

 

FIGURES  

$42.8million funding 

shortfall continues to 
hamper STA programme. 

2,665Zimbabweans 

deported from Botswana 
and South Africa 
assisted in November. 

38districts assisted 

through STA, although 
32 received half rations.  

 

FUNDING 

147 million  
requested (US$) 

 

51.9% funded 

 

 

Partners scale up food assistance 
STA programme reaches 1.2 million in 38 districts despite funding shortage 

Food assistance partners in December scaled up the Seasonal Targeted Assistance (STA) 
programme to reach about 1.2 million people in 38 districts as food insecurity worsens. The 
programme, which started in three districts in October and subsequently increased to 19 in 
November, is expected to eventually cover 1.8 million people in 43 districts before the next 
harvest in April 2014, subject to the availability of funding.  

However, the programme has been plagued by financial challenges. Despite generous 
contributions from donors such as Australia, Canada, Japan, the UK, USA, the European 
Union and the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF), the STA programme is 
severely underfunded with only half the needs catered for. By the end of December 2013, 
only $43.2 million of the required $86 million had been availed, leaving a shortfall of $42.8 
million – the same amount reported in November.  

Christian Care, which is implementing the STA programme in Chimanimani and Matobo 
districts through support from the Canadian Grain Bank, also has a shortfall with only $1.75 
million  of the required $2.7million having been raised by December – an amount similar to 
that reported in November.  

This increases concerns about the vulnerable people who will not have access to food 
assistance and have limited options for food sources. Highly vulnerable households have 
already exhausted the cereals they produced and are resorting to smaller portions or less 
frequent meals per day. Selling livestock at reduced prices has also been reported in 
districts like Buhera, Chipinge, Chiredzi, Masvingo, Mbire, Mutoko, Mwenezi and 
Zvishavane. This erodes the households’ capacity to cope with future shocks.  

In order to spread the limited resources, WFP and partners in December distributed half 
rations to beneficiaries in all except the six worst affected districts of Binga, Chiredzi, 
Kariba, Mangwe, Rushinga and Zvishavane where people received full rations.  
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Assistance is in the form of rations comprising cereal, oil and pulses, while cash is being 
distributed in areas where people can buy cereals from local sources such as Chipinge, 
Gokwe South, Guruve, Gwanda, Gweru, Insiza, Kwekwe, Mutare and Shurugwi districts. 
[Source: Food Assistance Working Group (FAWG)] 

Update on Migration 
Migrants assisted from Botswana rise as those from SA plunge 

Partners observed mixed trends in returnees assisted in December, with a decline in those 
from South Africa while those from Botswana increased.  

A significant decrease of 46 per cent was noted at the Beitbridge Reception and Support 
Centre where 1,128 people were assisted, compared to 2,076 in November 2013. As has 
been the trend, males were the majority at 886 while there were 242 females. The decline 
has been partly attributed to increased accessibility to passports and the willingness of 
migrants to return home voluntarily during the festive period. 

Altogether 1,536 migrants who were forcibly returned from Botswana received assistance 
at Plumtree Reception and Support Centre. This represents a 10 per cent increase 
compared to the 1,391 migrants assisted in November. Again, males were the majority at 
1,085 males while 451 females were assisted.  

Sharp increase in TCNs Registered at Nyamapanda 

The number of Third Country Nationals (TCN) registered at Nyamapanda Temporary 
Reception Centre (NTRC) shot up to 387, reflecting a 49 per cent increase from 199 
assisted in November. Most of those assisted - 374 - were male, while 13 were female. 
The number included six unaccompanied minors - five of whom were male.  All 
beneficiaries received temporary shelter and food at NTRC, while 183 of the migrants were 
treated for ailments such as diarrhoea, malaria and Acute Respiratory Infection (ARI). 

Most of the migrants – 274 – were from Ethiopia, while 112 were from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) and one was from Somalia. Migrants from the DRC are expected 
to increase following the continued upsurge of hostilities between the Government and 
rebels.  

Surge in number of UAMs assisted in December  

A significant increase in unaccompanied minors assisted, particularly from South Africa, 
was reported in December.  Altogether 87 UAMs were assisted at Beitbridge from South 

Africa and comprised 40 males 
and 47 females. On the other 
hand, 30 UAMs comprising 20 
males and 11 females from 
Botswana were assisted at the 
centre in Plumtree.  

In comparison, 63 UAMs were 
attended to in November, with 
39 being from South Africa and 
24 from Botswana.   

The upsurge in UAMs has been 
attributed to the holidays when 
children with parents living in 
South Africa travel to 
Zimbabwe. While some of the 
children may have travelling 
documents, sometimes the 
adults accompanying them do 

 

The child-friendly space at Plumtree border post where unaccompanied minors 
receive assistance. Photo credit: Kudakwashe Mhwandagara/OCHA. 

A sharp increase in 

unaccompanied minors 

reported in December 

has been attributed to 

the school holidays and 

festive season.  

 

http://www.unocha.org/zimbabwe
http://zw.humanitarianresponse.info/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/humanitarian-kiosk/id546482411
http://www.unocha.org/sites/default/files/OCHA_Category/Top_Stories/MatabelelandSouthFloodAwarenessCampaigns.jpg
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not have affidavits from the parents to prove that they have been authorised to travel with 
the minors.[Source: Protection Cluster] 

Health  
Brief on waterborne diseases 

Partners in December continued to battle waterborne diseases, particularly typhoid, 
diarrhoea and dysentery. Between 1 January and 29 December 2013, a cumulative1,707  
typhoid cases had been reported although there were no deaths. 

Over the same period, altogether 548,252 diarrhoea cases and 509 deaths with a case 
fatality rate (CFR) of 0.09 were reported, while dysentery cases stood at 47,966 and 89 
deaths with a CFR of 0.19 per cent. These cases and deaths exceed those reported 
throughout the previous year, raising concerns among partners.  

In comparison, by 30 December 2012 altogether 467,543 cumulative diarrhoea cases and 
292 deaths had been reported since January with a CFR of 0.06 per cent. Over the same 
period 44,406 cumulative dysentery cases and 22 deaths were reported with a CFR of 0.05 
per cent.  

Response activities to all waterborne diseases include water provision, technical 
assistance on case management, drug provision, health education, as well as distribution 
of water treatment tablets and non-food items (NFI).[Source: Health Cluster] 

 

Funding 
The Zimbabwe Humanitarian Gaps appeal of $147 million was 51.9 per cent funded at $76 
million by 31 December 2013. Partners are appealing for increased support to ensure that 
food assistance reaches those in need, particularly during the peak hunger period from 
January to March 2014.  

Meanwhile, the Emergency Response Fund (ERF) in December contributed about 
$225,000 towards WFP for food assistance and about $248,000 to IOM for emergency 
stocks in preparation for the rainy season and related hazards. [Sources: Financial Tracking 

Service (FTS) & OCHA] 

In Brief 
Update on cross border forum. Forty officials comprising 14 from Botswana and 26 from 
Zimbabwe attended a Cross Border Migration Management Stakeholders’ Forum on 11 
December. The meeting sought to address the increased flows of migrants during the 
festive period and agreed that the Ramakgwebana/Plumtree border post should operate 
for 24 hours during that period.[Source: Protection Cluster] 

Waterborne diseases 

remain a challenge with 

cases and deaths 

surpassing those 

reported throughout 

2012.  

http://www.unocha.org/zimbabwe
http://zw.humanitarianresponse.info/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/humanitarian-kiosk/id546482411
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International Migrants Day commemorated. Zimbabwe joined the rest of the world in 
marking International Migrants Day on 18 December. In a joint statement, the International 
Organisation for Migration (IOM) and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights (OHCHR) called for the promotion and protection of the rights and fundamental 
freedoms of all migrants who contribute significantly to the economic, social and cultural 
development of their host countries and communities back home. Migrants in irregular 
situations are particularly at risk of abuse, as they are more likely to face discrimination, 
exclusion, exploitation and abuse at all stages of the migration process.[Source: Protection 

Cluster] 

 

 

For further information, please contact:  
Modibo Traore, Head of Office, traorem@un.org, Tel. (+263) 772 125 272 
Matilda Moyo, Information Officer,moyo1@un.org, Tel. (+263) 772 125 285 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org | www.humanitarianresponse.info|www.reliefweb.int 

ATTENTION! 

Kindly note that starting from January 2014, this Humanitarian Bulletin will be produced 
on a bi-monthly basis. This is in line with the transition process that is currently underway 
at OCHA Zimbabwe.  
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