
Zimbabwe: Flash Flood Update #1 (as of 18 January 2013)

�le: NK’s C:\GSDI\03_zwe_zimbabwe\01_ancillary\0108_InfoGraphics\ZIM-InfoGraphic-Flood-01_A4_18Jan2013_Zimbabwe Flash Flood - January 2013.ai

Following heavy rains in parts of Zimbabwe, some provinces have reported 
�ash �oods and incidents related to heavy rainfall. This Flood Update is 
intended to provide partners with a quick overview of the current situation. 
According to the Meteorological Department, moist conditions persisted 
across the country during the period 7 to 13 January 2013, resulting in 
moderate to heavy rainfall across the country. In some cases very heavy 
falls in excess of 100mm in 24 hours were experienced. 
As a result, the ground has become water logged in places and the 
drainage of water has been greatly reduced. The Department warned that 
cloudy conditions with intermittent rain and outbreaks of thunder are 
expected in all areas from 15 to 22 January 2013, leading to a high risk of 
�ooding as heavy rains in excess of 50mm in 24 hours are expected in 
some places. Below is a summary of incidents reported by Provincial and 
District Authorities and NGO partners in various provinces. More 
information will be availed following the results of assessments currently 
being conducted by the Humanitarian Community in partnership with the 
Department of Civil Protection (DCP). 

Manicaland
Nyanga: Falls in Nyanga district on 12 January 2013 of 164mm in 24 hours 
broke the record of 111mm set on 6 January 1959.  Preliminary reports 
indicate that four bridges were damaged, resulting in some wards being 
inaccessible. As a result, some 600 households in Ruchera ward were cut 
o� and could not access supplies and facilities. The number of a�ected 
people in the other communities is yet to be ascertained. There are 
concerns that if the bridges are not repaired soon, a�ected communities 
may run out of basic supplies. Further, it may be di�cult to restock the 
clinic in the area once stocks run out. Partners including the District 
Provincial Civil Protection Committee (CPC) comprising various Govern-
ment departments, with support from Plan International, Goal, Zimbabwe 
Red Cross Society and OCHA, are conducting an assessment in the district. 
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Gokwe South: Some roads like Nembudziya were reportedly damaged, 
a�ecting access between Gokwe North and South. Two bridges at Kana and 
Ume Rivers were damaged, also impeding access between the two districts. 
An assessment led by the Provincial Administrator’s o�ce and involving 
Government and Humanitarian partners is scheduled for 21 January. 
However, there are concerns that the a�ected areas may not be reachable by 
vehicles due to the damage and muddy conditions. 

Masvingo
The south of the country, which has been generally dry for most part of the 
season, received substantial falls especially around Masvingo.

Chiredzi: Local authorities reported that on 1 January 21 homesteads were 
damaged by heavy rains and strong winds. Matibi 2 Area has been rendered 
inaccessible following days of heavy rains while in Triangle, some 283 families 
were a�ected after their houses were �ooded.  An inter-agency team in 
support of the DCP is on the ground to assess needs.

Mashonaland Central
Mbire: Partners comprising the Department of Civil protection (DCP), OCHA 
and local authorities conducted an assessment on 8 and 9 January 2013 
following a �ood alert on 7 January 2013.  This was after substantial rainfall in 
Kanyemba, Mbire district on 6 December 2012 resulted in �ooding of 
Mwazamutandara River, destroying crops. The assessment established that 
about 1,000 households lost their crops, most of which were at tasseling 
stage. Each household had an average of an acre planted.  The most urgent 
need is maize seed for the community to replant in order to ensure food 
security.

Mashonaland East
Mutoko: had 94mm which also broke the 77mm record set on 28 January 
1963. However, no major incidents have been reported. 

Mashonaland West
Some parts of Mashonaland West received above average rains. However, no 
alerts of signi�cant damage have been reported. 

Matabeleland North and South
Currently no �oods have been reported in both Matabeleland provinces. The 
main concern is the armyworm outbreak for which districts with the support 
of local and international NGOs are mobilizing support.

Sectoral Response
Partners are conducting sector speci�c assessments to assess the damage in 
the areas of Education and Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH). 
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Heavy Rainfall 

Chipinge: The District Provincial Civil Protection Committee (CPC) 
comprising various Government departments, with support from NGOs 
conducted two assessments on 8 and 14 January after heavy rains in 
Chipinge district, which led to the Save River over�owing. Of particular 
concern were the people at Tongogara Refugee Camp, which is close to 
the river. The assessment established that the camp has selected a site 
where inhabitants can be relocated to in case of �oods.  However, 
additional tents and toilet facilities are required at the safe haven. Although 
the water level has since receded, partners remain on high alert as the 
camp is at threat from �ooding if the rains continue.  The assessment also 
warned that distribution of food to Ward 25 in the district may be a 
challenge for heavy vehicles due to damage on the roads caused by the 
rains.

Midlands
Gokwe North: Semwa River in Nengunya area in Gokwe North district 
reportedly �ooded, washing away homes which were built close by. 
Six homesteads were destroyed, resulting in 29 people spending the night 
on trees until they were rescued by the Air Force of Zimbabwe on 15 
January 2013. 
  

Nyangombe bridge between the Ruchera and Mapako communities in Nyanga was broken, cutting o� Ruchera. 
Photo courtesy of OCHA

For further information, please contact: 
   

     Paul Thomas, O�cer in Charge, thomasp@un.org, Tel. (+263) 772 125 303 
   

     Matilda Moyo, Information O�cer, moyo1@un.org, Tel. (+263) 772 125 285


