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Key Highlights ERF News

The Chair of the ERF Advisory Board, Mr Alain 
Noudehou, and the OCHA Officer in Charge, 
Mr Paul Thomas, stepped up fundraising 
activities for the Emergency Response Fund 
(ERF) in Zimbabwe. This year, it is hoped that 
the ERF will be well resourced with US$5 
million through the Zimbabwe humanitarian 
appeal to enable it to complement the 
humanitarian interventions for 2013. The 
objective of ERF is to provide timely and 
predictable funding to unforeseen humani-
tarian needs that may arise in the course of 
the year. The appeal is focusing on four key 
humanitarian areas of WASH, Health, Food 
and Protection. Resources in the ERF can be 
accessed by international and national 
actors and because the resources are un-
earmarked this enables the ERF to be flexible 
as it can fund emergency interventions in all 
sectors wherever required. 

The ERF Charter underwent a thorough 
review which involved adoption of global 
ERF guidelines. This was part of an effort to 
create clear linkages between all the 16 
funds managed by OCHA worldwide. The 
greatest change in the ERF Charter (or guide-
lines) for Zimbabwe was reconstitution of 
the ERF Advisory Board (AB) to include 
donors’ representation. The AB will have at 
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least two sessions in a year to discuss policy 
issues while projects will be reviewed under the 
ERF Review Board. Please see http://www.
unocha.org/zimbabwe/financing/erf-charter 
for the full document. 

ERF Supported interventions

The ERF Board has allowed IOM to move some 
of relief items meant for people affected by 
floods in February from  Chiredzi and Nyanga 
to Mberengwa (Midlands Province) and 
Gwanda (Matebeleland South) following 
storms that pounded the area on 3rd and 4th 
April 2013. Two children are reported to have 
died while 6 other people were injured during 
the brief but powerful storm.  In addition, the 
affected families lost household assets 
including utensils, blankets, clothing and 
documentation which were buried in the 
debris as buildings collapsed. In addition, food 
security for the affected families is likely to be 
compromised as small grains in the fields were 
also destroyed.

Public Works officials demonstrate how to set up temporary shelter using tarpaulins donated by IOM for flood affected population in 
parts of Beitbridge- Photo by OCHA.

$5 m 
ERF resources
expected for 2013

$250,000 
ERF grant to IOM for
flood response.

$91,204 
ERF grant to UMCOR
for malaria response.



IOM will therefore move in with supplies for 480 households 
to replenish some household items lost in the storm such as 
utensils, blankets and clothes. Each NFI package will be 
customized according to needs. In some cases, IOM will 
provide shelter in terms of tarpaulins and poles for the 
temporary shelters. In both locations that were recently 
affected by storms, the District Civil Protection Committees 
were activated and assisted in assessing the needs of affected 
populations. Other partners assisting people affected by the 
storms are Christian Care and the National Red Cross Society. 

Regarding implementation of the ERF component of the 
flood response for Chiredzi and Nyanga, the monies were 
allocated after most of the interventions had been 
undertaken using IOM resources, thus the availability of 
surplus materials for the response in Mberengwa and 
Gwanda. Also, the implementation of some components of 
the project has encountered some challenges relating to 
ownership of the relocation site in Nyangambe Ward 23 in 
Chiredzi where the authorities initially relocated the affected 
families but later it turned out that the land was not available 
for that purpose.  The District Administrator indicated that 
there is no land designated for relocation. However, the 
district land committee has agreed to assess the situation.

Malaria intervention

The ERF Review Board and Humanitarian Coordinator have 
approved funding for a project to be implemented by 
UMCOR seeking to provide response intervention for the on-
going malaria epidemic in Chimanimani in Manicaland.  
Manicaland province has the largest malaria burden in the 
country, and is situated in seasonal malaria endemic areas. 
Since January 2013, the number of people affected by 
malaria has been rising steadily across the entire Manicaland 
province. In the 9 weeks between 1st January and 03 March 
2013, a total of 123,969 cases and 55 deaths were reported 
by the Ministry of Health and Child Welfare (MOHCW) which 
resulted in an infection rate of 13,774 cases per week. 

ZIMBABWE: Emergency Response Fund (ERF) Update January - March 2013

Chimanimani district bears the blunt of this epidemic with 
3,076 cases in the three weeks between 29th January and 19th 
February and at least ten reported deaths. Manicaland 
province is still the top reporting province for malaria cases 
with 6,412 cases reported in the week 9. The ERF will give 
UMCOR a total of US$ 91,204 for the following activities: a) 
Procurement and distribution of anti-mosquito repellents to 
15,000 people in the 10 identified hotspot areas in 
Chimanimani district. b) Undertake activities that strengthen 
community based management of malaria in the 10 identified 
hotspot areas in Chimanimani district. c) To undertake malaria 
BCC/IEC activities in the 10 identified hotspot areas in 
Chimanimani district.

Other partners supporting the MoHCW in responding to the 
malaria outbreak include International Rescue Committee 
(IRC), Plan International and World Health Organisation (WHO) 
among others. 
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ERF Board Members

For more information contact 

         Paul Thomas, email: thomasp@un.org
    or Lilian Nduta, email: nduta@un.org
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NAME DESIGNATION AGENCY MEMBERSHIP 

Abdurrahim SIDDIQUI Deputy Country Director WFP Primary 

Natalia Perez Chief Of Mission IOM Primary 
Andrew Gethi  Programme Manager IOM Alternate 

Mr Marcellin Hepie Country Representative UNHCR Primary 

Ron Maponda Programme Officer UNHCR Alternate 

Lynn Walker Country Director NRC Primary  

Ransom Mariga Programme Officer Oxfam Alternate 

Polite Ndlovu Executive Director Ubuntu Youth in 
Development 

Primary 

Nosihle Ndlovu Executive Director Director For 
Revival of Hope 
Organisation 

Alternate 

 


