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DFID contribution to assist 116,000 WFP-supported Zimbabweans during hunger season 

 
Harare – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today welcomed a £3.95 million (US$5 million) contribution from the United 
Kingdom’s Department for International Development (DFID) to its 2018/19 Lean Season Assistance programme in Zimbabwe. 
 
The contribution will help WFP to provide cash-based food assistance to some 97,000 highly food insecure people in rural areas, and to 
another 19,000 in a Harare suburb.  
 
“We are grateful for this timely commitment, which will allow us to provide immediate, much-needed assistance to some of the most 
vulnerable people in Zimbabwe,” said Eddie Rowe, WFP’s Country Representative.  
 
More than 2.4 million rural Zimbabweans will face acute food insecurity at the peak of the current lean season (January – March 2019), 
according to the 2018 Zimbabwe Vulnerability Assessment Committee (ZimVAC) report produced by the Government of Zimbabwe. 
 
That number is likely to increase with the anticipated late start to the rainy season and the imminent prospect of another El Niño, that is 
expected to bring higher than normal temperatures and a more prolonged dry spell. 
 
The five rural districts to benefit from the UK assistance – Mutoko, Nyanga, Nkayi, Beitbridge and Umzingwane – are among the country’s 
most food insecure, and  have yet to recover from the devastating effects of a 2015/16 El Niño-induced drought that left more than 4 million 
Zimbabweans desperately hungry. 
 
Most food-insecure families in such areas are heavily dependent on rain-fed agriculture. 
 
Annabel Gerry, Head of DFID Zimbabwe and South Africa said, “The UK will assist 97,000 people in five rural districts with three to four 
monthly cash transfers between December and March. This builds on work already done by the Zimbabwe Resilience Building Fund (ZRBF) in 
18 districts. UKAid will also boost our ongoing support to 43,500 of the ZRBF-assisted farmers to prepare for the current agricultural season, 
which is likely to be drier than usual. In addition, recognising the challenge of food insecurity in urban areas, the UK will also provide funding 
for four monthly cash transfers to 19,000 food insecure people in Epworth”.  She went on to say: “Promoting gender equality is an important 
feature of this programme, the cash transfers will particularly empower women giving them a choice on how to use the money to their 
family’s best advantage.”  
 
The DFID-funded transfers will support 19,000 especially vulnerable people in Epworth, a Harare suburb characterised by high levels of food 
insecurity and unemployment - challenges compounded by the current economic downturn. This pilot initiative is expected to inform future 
responses to chronic and acute vulnerability in urban settings. 
 
WFP is scaling up to provide food assistance to more than 1.1 million people a month in 34 priority districts across Zimbabwe—an effort that 
will require an additional US$40 million in funding through April 2019. 
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The United Nations World Food Programme - saving lives in emergencies and changing lives for millions through sustainable development. WFP works in 
more than 80 countries around the world, feeding people caught in conflict and disasters, and laying the foundations for a better future. 
 
Follow us on Twitter @wfp_media @WFP_Zimbabwe @wfpgovts 

 

For more information please contact (email address: firstname.lastname@wfp.org): 
Ashley Baxstrom, WFP/Harare, Tel. +263 8677 000 805, Mob. +263 772 295 684 

Gerald Bourke, WFP/Johannesburg, Tel. +27 11 517 1577 
Francis Mwanza, WFP/London, Tel.  +44 20 3857 7411, Mob. +44 7968008474 
 

About DFID Zimbabwe: The UK’s Department for International Development (DFID) is working to support the poorest Zimbabweans as well as at the same 

time helping lay the foundations for a more prosperous, peaceful and democratic Zimbabwe, driving growth and poverty reduction.  To find out more about 
what DFID does in Zimbabwe visit https://devtracker.dfid.gov.uk/countries/ZW  

Contact: Nicky Russell-Smith, DFID Zimbabwe n-russell-smith@dfid.gov.uk   

 
 


