
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

WFP Zambia  
Country Brief    
 
 
 

 
 

 
Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Zambia Transitional Interim Country Strategic Plan 

(2018-2019) 

 14.6 m 
4.2 m 

(30%) 

4.9m 

(33%) 
Strategic Outcome 1: Vulnerable school children in prioritized food 

insecure districts have access to adequate and nutritious food 

throughout the year 

 

SR: Everyone has 

access to food 

Focus area: Root Causes 
7.6 m 

2.5m  

(34%) 

2.5m  

(33%) 

Strategic Outcome 2: Communities in food insecure areas have 

improved nutritional status in line with national targets by 2020 

SR: End Malnutrition 

Focus area: Root Causes 1.7m 
0.5  

(30%) 

0.6  

(33%) 
Strategic Outcome 3: Targeted smallholders have increased livelihood 

resilience in the face of natural, social and economic-related shocks by 

2030 

 

SR 3 - Smallholder 

Productivity  

Focus area: Resilience 
Building 

3.2 m 
0.8m  

(24%) 

1.1m  

(33%) 

Strategic Outcome 4: Disaster management, social protection, and 

economic systems in Zambia reliably address the basic food and 

nutrition needs of the vulnerable populations throughout the year, 

including in times of crisis 

 
SR: Country Capacity 

Strengthening  

Focus area: Resilience 

Building 

2.0 m 
- 

 

0.7m  

(33%) 

*1 January 2018 – 30 June 2019 

 

Through its Transitional Interim Country Strategic 

Plan (TICSP), WFP aims to assist 213,335 people 

over 18 months in over 40 prioritised districts. WFP 

technical support to the Government of Zambia aims 

to strengthen national programmes and systems 

that contribute to zero hunger. WFP suport 

contributes to the following four strategic outcomes: 

 
Strategic Outcome 1 (SO1): The activities of SO 1 

focus on addressing root causes of vulnerability to 

hunger. Technical assistance to the Government 

bodies responsible for the Home-Grown School 

WFP Country Strategy 

 

Meals Programme aims to strengthen the 

programme as a social safety net, create linkages to 

nutrition and partnerships with other social 

protection initiatives. 

 

Strategic Outcome 2 (SO2): The activity under 

SO2 is designed to address malnutrition and 

enhance good nutrition in Zambia. WFP support 

includes: provision of technical expertise to 

government and private sector entities involved in 

the production and marketing of nutritious products. 

Through information, research and advocacy for 

services that promote increased production or 

distribution of nutritious foods, WFP hopes to 

contribute to reduced stunting and underweight 

among children under five years. 

 

Strategic Outcome 3 (SO3):  The two activities 

under SO3 promote resilience building with a focus 

on smallholder farmers. Activities include: promotion 

of climate- smart agriculture, market access, crop 

diversification, and post-harvest management. 

 

Strategic Outcome 4 (SO4): Under SO4, WFP 

aims to strengthen the capacity of government 

ministries responsible for social protection and other 

food-security related sectors, through capacity 

strengthening to government for disaster 

preparedness and response, supply chain support to 

enhance effective delivery, tracking and monitoring 

of relief interventions. 

 

Highlights 

 12,200 smallholder farmers registered and verified 

for conservation agriculture, savings, input credit 

and weather index insurance. 

 

 WFP conducted an aggregator selection exercise in 

five districts. This exercise was aimed at assessing 

aggregators’ potential to offer and extend their 

marketing services to small holder farmers and help 

to improve their livelihoods, incomes and establish a 

predictable and stable market.  
 

 WFP together with key partners undertook a 

nutrition assessment to establish the nutrition status 

of refugee children under 5 years of age. 

 

 

WFP together with key partners undertook a nutrition 

survey data collection exercise to provide baseline nutrition 

data to track changes over time imposed by a 

supplementation intervention. 

 

Main 

Photo 

 

January 2018 

In Numbers 
213,000 Planned people for assistance (as per 

TICSP) 

14,456 Refugees newly arrived from DR Congo 

14,456 Newly arrived refugees received food 

 49% 51% People 

Assisted 
January 2018 

Credit: ©WFP/Christine Hakonze 
Caption: A child being measured by the nutrition 
survey team in Kenani transit centre. 
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Donors 

Government of Zambia, Multilaterals, UNICEF, Japan, Private 

Donors, and Germany. 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 WFP’s R4 Rural Resilience Initiative has successfully 

registered and verified 12,200 smallholder farmers 

in the new operational districts of Gwembe, 

Mazabuka, Monze and Namwala in Southern 

Province of Zambia, covering a total of  65 camps. 

These registered farmers are targeted for 

conservation agriculture, savings, input credit and 

index insurance.  

 

 WFP’s Farm to Market Alliance (FtMA) team 

undertook a field visit to the Southern province of 

Zambia to assess potential aggregators in R4 

districts, these districts are Namwala, Pemba, 

Gwembe, Monze and Mazabuka. The aggregator 

assessment was undertaken with the objective to 

empower smallholder farmers in their pursuit of 

enhanced livelihoods and incomes. 

 

 The National Food and Nutrition Commission, 

Ministry of Health and other food and nutrition 

service providers, WFP inclusive carried out a 

nutrition survey in Kenani Transit Centre from12 - 

19 January 2018. The survey involved screening of 

children under five for Oedema, Mid-Upper Arm 

Circumference (MUAC), Height and Weight 

measurements of all children, girls and women of 

reproductive age. Some 2,520 households have 

been assessed and 323 refugees with nutrition 

challenges have been put on the supplementary 

feeding programme.  Severely malnourished cases 

are referred to a Therapeutic Feeding Programme. 

Moderately malnourished cases are put on the 

supplementary feeding programme and provided 

with a take –home ration. 

  

 As of January 2018, 14,456 refugees have been 

registered in Kenani Transit Center in Nchelenge 

District of Zambia’s Luapula province. Eighty-one 

percent of the refugees are women and children. 

WFP is providing food distribution for the refugees in 

the transit camp. 

 
Challenges 

 WFP urgently requires USD 5.46 million to feed the 

refugee population for the next 12 months. Another 

10.3 million is required to successfully implement 

the four strategic outcome activities of the Country 

Office. If WFP is unable to raise the required 

funding, the agency will cut food rations by 50% in 

February 2018. 
 
 
 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Contact info: 

Country Director: Jennifer Bitonde jennifer.bitonde@wfp.org 

Com Associate: Jacqueline Chishimba jacqueline.chishimba@wfp.org  

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/zambia  

 

Chronic malnutrition: 31% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

148 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Population: 1.1 million 

 

 
Country Background & Strategy 

 

Zambia has an annual population growth rate of 3.0 

percent. However, strong economic growth in recent 

years has not resulted in improved nutrition and 

food security or equitable social development. WFP 

has adopted strategies to support the country’s 

vision to become an industrial middle income 
country by 2030. 

Zambia’s Gini coefficient is 0.65, making it one of 

the most unequal countries in the world. 

Additionally, progress on reducing stunting and 

poverty has stagnated; roughly 40 percent of 

children between 6-59 months are stunted. Very low 

population density and challenges in service delivery 

render the cost of doing business and delivering 

strong multi-sectoral development support relatively 
high compared to the rest of the region. 

WFP aims to assist one million primary school 

students in 2017 in an effort to increase attendance 

and learners’ outcomes in the country’s poorest 

districts. WFP also works to safeguard the nutritional 

status of vulnerable groups through advocacy and 

the provision of technical assistance from national to 

district levels and supports smallholder farmers 

vulnerable to drought through the Rural Resilience 

Initiative (R4). WFP provides technical assistance to 

the Government’s Disaster Mitigation and 

Management Unit. WFP is an active member of the 

Scaling-Up Nutrition (SUN) Movement and has 

partnered with other development agencies to 

reverse stunting trends in the country in Zambia. 

WFP has been present in Zambia since 1967. 

Population: 17.1 million 

Income Level: Lower middle 

2016 Human Development 

Index: 139 out of 188 

Stunting: 40% of children 

between 6-59 months 
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