
 

October 2016 

 

 
   
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WFP Zambia  
Country Brief    
 

 
 

 

Highlights 

 Zambia has approved maize exports and initiated 

a series of convoys carrying maize from last year’s 

harvest to support people in need in Malawi, 

Mozambique and Zimbabwe. To date, 30,000 mt 

has been exported.  

 

 

 The balance for export, 39,000 mt, is expected to 

be completed by December 2016, ahead of the 

rainy season. The Government of Zambia, through 

the Disaster Management and Mitigation Unit 

(DMMU), continues to provide support to WFP’s 
humanitarian maize export operation. 

 

 

 

In Numbers 

832,510 People assisted through the 

Country Programme 
 

49% 51% People Assisted 
October 2016 

WFP Assistance 

 

Country Programme 

 

CP 200891 

(2016-2020) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

33.5 m 
6.5 m 
(20%) 

1.6 m 
(37%) 

*November 2016 – April 2017 

 
The Country Programme has three components: i) 

Home Grown School Feeding (HGSF); ii) nutrition; and 

iii) resilience-building. WFP provides technical 

assistance for all three components. WFP will phase out 

direct food delivery under the HGSF programme and 

focus on producing and locally procuring nutritious 

foods. This will provide a market for smallholder 

farmers. The Government is committed to increasing its 

financial contribution to the HGSF programme to reach 

two million primary-school learners by 2020. 

 

The Rural Resilience Initiative (R4) in Zambia targets 

poor and food insecure households – especially those 

cultivating less than two hectares of land – that are 

capable of raising their productivity with improved 

access to yield-enhancing technologies. Women lead 

about half of these households. Using the R4 approach, 

WFP is providing smallholder farmers with access to 

conservation agriculture activities supported by the 

Food and Agriculture Organization’s (FAO) 

‘Conservation Agriculture Scale Up’ programme, and 

risk management services such as drought insurance, 

credit, savings, improved market linkages through 

synergies with the Purchase for Progress (P4P) 

initiative, and climate information services. This 

provides households with access to a set of climate, 

financial and market services that can stimulate 

production over time and help them escape poverty 
and food insecurity. 

 

In partnership with the Government, UNICEF, the 

International Labour Organisation (ILO), the 

International Organisation for Migration (IOM), and 

civil society organisations, WFP is supporting efforts 

to empower the poorest and most vulnerable. This 

programme aims to assist the Government in 

providing and developing coherent policies and 

practices that protect and promote the livelihoods 

and welfare of people suffering from critical levels of 

poverty and deprivation and/or are vulnerable to 

risks and shocks (2014 National Social Protection 

Policy). Cooperating partners will give technical and 

financial assistance to the implementation of the 

National Social Protection Policy (NSPP) for the 

period 2016-2018. WFP’s specific role is to support 

the social assistance and livelihood and 

empowerment pillars of the National Social 

Protection Policy with technical assistance on end-

point delivery of cash transfers, HGSF, nutrition 
education and resilience-building programmes.   

Credit: WFP/Raphael Siwiti 
Caption: WFP Head of Programme, Robert Oliver, 
Presents cheques of K85,000 each to Epini Shitambuli 
for her Fish cage project business and Katongo Kabwe 
for his groundnut oil production business.  
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Operational Updates 

 Sun Business Network: WFP Zambia through the SUN 
Business Network(SBN) project presented two prizes of 
K85,000 (USD 8,673) in its Good Nutrition Prize category 
of the 2016 Nyamuka Zambia Business plan competition 

during the Grand finale that took place on 07 October. 

Head of Programme, Robert Oliver was on hand to 
present the prizes to two winners at a high profile event 
attended by the Minister of Commerce, the British High 
Commissioner and leading representative of private sector 
organisations including Barclays Bank, Zanaco Bank, 

Cavmont Bank and MTN. The awards went to Epini 
Shitambuli for her fish cage project business and Katongo 
Kabwe for his groundnut oil production business. The 
winning projects fit with the goals to promote sustainable 
nutrition, rural empowerment and commercial viability 
encouraged by WFP via the SBN. 

 

   

Credit: WFP/Evin Joyce  

Caption: Mrs. Prudence Kalyalya and Mrs. Rose Makungu, two 

members of the Zambia Cross Border Traders Association, 

Kasumbalesa Branch who will participate in Phase 1 of the Virtual 

Farmers Market pilot. 

 

 

  

  

 

 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Donors 

Government of Zambia, Multilaterals, UNICEF, Japan, Private 
Donors 

 

 

 

 

 

Zambia has an annual population growth rate of 2.8 
percent. However, strong economic growth in recent 
years has not resulted in improved nutrition and food 

security or equitable social development. WFP has 
adopted strategies to support the country’s vision to 
become an industrial middle income country by 2030.  

Zambia’s Gini coefficient is 0.65, making it one of the 
most unequal countries in the world. Additionally, 
progress on reducing stunting and poverty has 
stagnated; roughly 40 percent of children between 6-
59 months are stunted. Very low population density 
and challenges in service delivery render the cost of 

doing business and delivering strong multi-sectoral 
development support relatively high compared to the 
rest of the region.  

WFP aims to assist one million primary school students 

in 2016 in an effort to increase attendance and 
learners’ outcomes in the country’s poorest districts. 
WFP also works to safeguard the nutritional status of 
vulnerable groups through advocacy and the provision 
of technical assistance from national to district levels 

and supports smallholder farmers vulnerable to 
drought through the Rural Resilience Initiative (R4). 
WFP provides technical assistance to the Government’s 
Disaster Mitigation and Management Unit. WFP is an 
active member of the Scaling-Up Nutrition (SUN) 
Movement in Zambia and has partnered with other 

development agencies to reverse stunting trends in the 
country. 

WFP has been present in Zambia since 1967.  

Stunting: 40% of children 

between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development 

Index: 139 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Population: 15 million 

Contact info: Khatra.Elmi@wfp.org 

Country Director: Simon Cammelbeeck  

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/zambia  
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