
 

WFP Says No to Gender Based Violence is part of the UN 

Secretary-General’s campaign to End Violence against Women 

(UNiTE)  
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Country Programme 

 

CP 200891 

(2016-2020) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

33.5 m 
6.5 m 
(20%) 

700,000 
(22%) 

*December 2016 – May 2017 

 
The Country Programme has three components: i) 

Home Grown School Feeding (HGSF); ii) nutrition; and 

iii) resilience-building. WFP provides technical 

assistance for all three components. WFP will phase 

out direct food delivery under the HGSF programme 

and focus on producing and locally procuring nutritious 

foods. This will provide a market for smallholder 

farmers. The Government is committed to increasing 

its financial contribution to the HGSF programme to 

reach two million primary-school learners by 2020. 

 

The Rural Resilience Initiative (R4) in Zambia targets 

poor and food insecure households – especially those 

cultivating less than two hectares of land – that are 

capable of raising their productivity with improved 

access to yield-enhancing technologies. Women lead 

about half of these households. Using the R4 

approach, WFP is providing smallholder farmers with 

access to conservation agriculture activities supported 

by the Food and Agriculture Organization’s (FAO) 

‘Conservation Agriculture Scale Up’ programme, and 

risk management services such as drought insurance, 

credit, savings, improved market linkages through 

synergies with the Purchase for Progress (P4P) 

initiative, and climate information services. This 

provides households with access to a set of climate, 

financial and market services that can stimulate 

production over time and help them escape poverty 
and food insecurity. 

 

 

 

 

 

WFP Assistance 

 

In partnership with the Government, UNICEF, the 

International Labour Organisation (ILO), the 

International Organisation for Migration (IOM), and 

civil society organisations, WFP is supporting efforts 

to empower the poorest and most vulnerable. This 

programme aims to assist the Government in 

providing and developing coherent policies and 

practices that protect and promote the livelihoods 

and welfare of people suffering from critical levels of 

poverty and deprivation and/or are vulnerable to 

risks and shocks (2014 National Social Protection 

Policy). Cooperating partners will give technical and 

financial assistance to the implementation of the 

National Social Protection Policy (NSPP) for the 

period 2016-2018. WFP’s specific role is to support 

the social assistance and livelihood and 

empowerment pillars of the National Social 

Protection Policy with technical assistance on end-

point delivery of cash transfers, HGSF, nutrition 
education and resilience-building programmes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Highlights 

 WFP facilitated the hosting of a high level inter-

ministerial meeting on the Home Grown School 

Meals (HGSM) programme. 

 

 The Centre of Excellence against Hunger attended 

the meeting and shared the experiences of Brazil 

and how an HGSM can be effectively used to 

reduce poverty and inequality. 

 

 The HGSM programme has been announced as 

one of government’s key social protection 

programmes. 

Main 
Photo 

 

In Numbers 

919,055 People assisted through the 

Country Programme 
 

49% 51% 
People Assisted 
November 2016 

November 2016 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf
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Donors 

Government of Zambia, Multilaterals, UNICEF, Japan, Private 
Donors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 
 

WFP facilitated the hosting of a high level inter-ministerial 

meeting on the Home Grown School Meals (HGSM) 

programme. This is one of several activities intended to 

consult on the process of transforming the HGSM into a 

nationally owned and sustainable government programme. 

The meeting highlighted its current scope, its multi-sectorial 

nature and benefits and how it links to other sectors such 

as education, agriculture, nutrition, health including Social 

Protection.    

 

The Centre of Excellence against Hunger attended the 

meeting and shared the experiences of Brazil and how a 

HGSM can be effectively used to reduce poverty and 

inequality. 

 

The Minister of Finance also announced that the HGSM 

programme was one of government’s key social protection 

programmes and has since allocated USD3.5 million for 

2017 from the national budget. 
 

Sun Business Network: WFP continues to support 

improved nutrition through the SUN Business Network 

(SBN) by leading the development of the “Good Nutrition 

Logo” aimed to help consumers identify nutritious products 

in-store. In November, the SBN held a second Technical 

Committee workshop (following the first held in August 

2016) to finalise certification standards, application process 

and criteria for the logo. A special team of fifteen (15) 

participants drawn from the private sector, Ministry of 

Health, National Food and Nutrition Commission, Zambia 

Bureau of Standards, partners and a representative from 

the SBN Global secretariat in London worked through two 

(2) and a half days where key outcomes were agreed 

concerning applicable food groups, micronutrient standards 

and the certification process for the logo. The logo is 

expected to be launched mid- 2017”. 

 

Challenges 
 

WFP continues to fundraise and advocate for funding for 

immediate needs of the school feeding programme for the 

first term of 2017 (January to April 2017). The Government 

of Zambia has pledged maize and WFP will provide oil and 

pulses to complete the food basket for the school learners.  
 

 

Credit: WFP/Evin Joyce  
Caption:Cow Peas purchased in November 2015 and stored in a Purdue 
Improved Crop Storage (PICS) bag still in good condition, with no 
weevils and ready for use in the school feeding programme.  

 

  

 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Zambia has an annual population growth rate of 2.8 

percent. However, strong economic growth in recent 

years has not resulted in improved nutrition and food 

security or equitable social development. WFP has 

adopted strategies to support the country’s vision to 

become an industrial middle income country by 2030.  

Zambia’s Gini coefficient is 0.65, making it one of the 

most unequal countries in the world. Additionally, 

progress on reducing stunting and poverty has 

stagnated; roughly 40 percent of children between 6-59 

months are stunted. Very low population density and 

challenges in service delivery render the cost of doing 

business and delivering strong multi-sectoral 

development support relatively high compared to the 

rest of the region.  

WFP aims to assist one million primary school students 

in 2016 in an effort to increase attendance and 

learners’ outcomes in the country’s poorest districts. 

WFP also works to safeguard the nutritional status of 

vulnerable groups through advocacy and the provision 

of technical assistance from national to district levels 

and supports smallholder farmers vulnerable to drought 

through the Rural Resilience Initiative (R4). WFP 

provides technical assistance to the Government’s 

Disaster Mitigation and Management Unit. WFP is an 

active member of the Scaling-Up Nutrition (SUN) 

Movement in Zambia and has partnered with other 

development agencies to reverse stunting trends in the 

country. 

WFP has been present in Zambia since 1967.  

 

 

Contact info: Khatra.Elmi@wfp.org 

Country Director: Simon Cammelbeeck  

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/zambia 

Stunting: 40% of children 

between 6-59 months 

 

2015 Human Development Index: 

139 out of 188 

 

Income Level: Lower middle 

  Population: 15 million 
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