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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Cereal output in 2020 forecast at well above-average 
level, driven by significant rebound in maize 
production 

 Export quantities of maize forecast to rise in 2020/21, 
underpinned by large domestic supplies and weak 
currency 

 Prices of maize fall, following steep rises in 
preceding months due to effects of COVID-19 
pandemic 

 Food insecurity and poverty levels expected to 
increase due to COVID-19 

Upturn in cereal production in 2020 

Harvesting of the 2020 main summer season cereal crops is 
almost complete, slightly later than normal following a delayed 
start of the season in the last quarter of 2019. Most of the 
summer cereal output is comprised of maize and the 2020 
harvest is estimated at 16 million tonnes, the second largest on 
record. Underpinned by favourable weather conditions, an 
increase in maize yields helped drive up production, while an 
above-average sown area, prompted by high prices, further 
supported the production gain. 
 
Planting of the 2020 winter wheat crop was completed in June 
and the harvest is expected to start in October. Production is 
forecast at an average level of 1.65 million tonnes in 2020. 
Offsetting earlier expectations of a large decline in the planted 
area, improved rainfall in June in the high producing western 
regions and record high prices of wheat during the planting 
period, are expected to have spurred farmers to sow more than 
initial intentions, lessening the year-on-year decline in plantings. 
With weather forecasts pointing to conducive conditions for the 
remainder of the season, an upturn in yields, following the 
below-average levels of 2019, is foreseen to be the main factor 
driving up production in 2020. 
 
Overall, the 2020 cereal production is forecast at 18.3 million 
tonnes, about 30 percent higher than the five-year average and 
showing a significant recovery over the reduced output in 2019. 

Cereal exports expected to grow significantly 
in 2020/21 

Maize exports are forecast to reach at least an above-average 
level of 2.5 million in the 2020/21 marketing year (May/April), 
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more than 1 million tonnes above the previous year’s level. The 
expected export growth mostly reflects the ample domestic 
supplies due to the large 2020 maize harvest, while the weak 
national currency, driven by the effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic, is further supporting the outlook given the increased 
competitiveness of locally produced maize in the international 
market. Disaggregated by type, exports of white maize will most 
likely be concentrated within the region, with Zimbabwe foreseen 
to be one of the main destinations in consideration of the well 
below-average harvest in 2020 and the lifting of import 
restrictions on genetically modified grains, mainly produced in 
South Africa. The bulk of yellow maize exports are expected to 
be shipped to East Asia, notably the Republic of Korea, Japan 
and Taiwan, which combined have already imported nearly 
0.5 million tonnes of yellow maize since May 2020. 
 
The large 2020 maize harvest is also expected to result in a 
replenishment of national inventories that, depending on the level 
of exports, could reach around 3 million tonnes. 

Prices of maize fall following earlier spikes 

Following spikes in March and April 2020 amid the sharp 
depreciation of the national currency coupled with strong export 
demand, wholesale prices of maize declined between May and 
early July. The arrival of the new supplies from the 2020 harvest 
and a modest strengthening of the currency triggered the 
decreases. On a yearly basis, prices of maize were also lower. 
Prices of wheat, which had reached record highs in May, due to 
the significant depreciation of the country’s currency, fell in June 
in response to the recent currency appreciation and the low 
prices in the international market. 

Food security expected to worsen due to 
COVID-19 

A nationwide lockdown was implemented on 27 March 2020 and, 
although regulations were scaled down moderately from May, a 
surge in COVID-19 cases led to the reintroduction of some 
restrictions in July, including a nighttime curfew and a ban on 
alcohol sales. The impact of the lockdown restrictions has led to 
a steep decline in economic activity, with growth forecasts 
indicating that the economy could contract by as much as 
8 percent in 2020. The downturn has already caused income and 
job losses, placing enormous constraints on low-income 
households’ ability to purchase food. Reports from the country 
also indicate significant disruptions to the operations of informal 
traders, who required permits to work during the lockdown 
phases. Such disruptions are expected to not only have a direct 
impact on the livelihoods of traders, but also curtail local food 
supplies, which would be especially detrimental for the vulnerable 
households that rely on informal markets. Although social safety 
net mechanisms, including cash transfers, have partially offset 
the impact of wage reductions, the overall food insecurity 
conditions are expected to worsen in 2020 as a result of the 
pandemic. 
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