
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Coordination Saves Lives | www.unocha.org 

Key messages 

 Almost 6,000 families across six governorates have been displaced by the impact of the two 

cyclones. The majority are located in the governorates of Socotra, Hadramaut and Shabwah.   

 Socotra Island is still facing electricity and water shortages, with many displaced families still 

sheltering in public buildings and tents. Local authorities are calling for additional assistance. 

 The humanitarian response is scaling up, with at least 1,500 families on Socotra Island receiving 

assistance. In Hadramaut and Shabwah, over 1,370 families have received food, over 1,900 families 

have received non-food items and almost a 1,000 families are receiving safe water on a daily basis. 

Situation Overview 

A preliminary assessment by the Population Movement Taskforce, estimates that 5,974 families (about 
42,000 individuals based on an average family size of seven) have been displaced by the impact of 
Cyclones Chapala and Megh across 13 districts in six governorates (See map on the following page). The 
most affected governorate is the island of Socotra, with over 3,100 displaced families, followed by 
Hadramaut (1,350 families) and Shabwah (1,101 families). On Socotra, the district of Hidaybu has 1,700 
displaced families and Qulensya Wa Abd Al Kuri has over 1,100. In Hadramaut, Al Mukalla is the most 
affected district, with over 1,200 families, and in Shabwah, the most affected districts are Mayfa’a, with 751 
families, and Habban, with 350 families.  

The total number of people killed by the two cyclones across all affected areas remains 26, with 78 people 
injured. Three fishermen are still missing from Socotra Island. 

On Socotra, local authorities are dealing with the aftermath of the cyclones and are working to restore basic 
services and calculate the damage to public and private properties. There are still shortages in electricity and 
water, with many displaced families in the capital, Hidaybu, sheltering in public buildings, including schools 
and mosques. In rural areas, many families whose homes have been significantly damaged are sheltering in 
tents or staying with relatives and friends. A local non-governmental organization (NGO) has given 
preliminary estimates of 363 displaced families living in public buildings, 335 homes destroyed and 380 
partially damaged. Two-hundred and twenty one boats are also reported to have been damaged, which will 
have a significant impact on peoples’ livelihoods.  

Local authorities and NGOs on Socotra continue to call for additional assistance, as they are currently only 
able to support the most vulnerable families. The main needs continue to be food, fuel, non-food items 
(NFIs), tents and medical supplies. 

Along the coastal areas of Hadramaut, there are reports of damage to water infrastructure, with residents in 
need of safe water. The Hadramaut branch of the Water Supply and Sanitation Corporation has requested 
new submersible pumps to replace ones that were damaged.  

With the improvement in weather across 
the Arabian Sea, boat movements have 
resumed. On 12 and 13 November, 
some 1,581 new refugees, mainly 
Ethiopians, arrived along the coast of 
Hadramaut.   

Humanitarian Response 

On Socotra Island, local authorities and 
NGOs are distributing much of the 
humanitarian assistance brought in by 
Gulf States; including food, tents, 
blankets, mattresses and other house-
hold items to at least 1,500 families. 
Diesel has also been provided to 
transport the assistance to the affected 
areas and an additional airplane with 
more supplies from the King Salman 
Centre is expected to land today. 
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For further information, please contact: 

Trond Jensen, Head of Office, jensen8@un.org 
Paul Thomas, Deputy Head of Office, Amman Hub, thomasp@un.org 
James Weatherill, OCHA New York, Coordination and Response Division, weatherill@un.org, Tel: +1 917 367 6288 
OCHA humanitarian products are available at www.unocha.org/yemen | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

Kuwait has provided cash assistance to local partners to procure goods locally for distribution. To control 
potential outbreaks of malaria and dengue fever, the Ministry of Health, with support from the UN and other 
health partners, will distribute 20,000 insecticide treated mosquito nets this week. The UN and its partners 
are making arrangements to send two airplanes, one from Djibouti and another from Nairobi, carrying 3.3 
metric tons (MT) of medical supplies and 48 MT of NFIs. The medical supplies include enough emergency 
health kits to treat patients for up to three months.  

Despite attempts to access a United Arab Emirates ship, local authorities and residents on Socotra have not 
yet offloaded 700 MT of relief supplies, because the ship has been unable to berth due to damage at the 
port.  

On the mainland, ten trucks sent by UNHCR, IOM, and UNICEF, transporting over 33 MT of NFIs from Aden, 
have arrived in Al Mukalla. Seven additional trucks from the same convoy, carrying 64 MT of NFIs and 
hygiene kits, remain in transit in the vicinity of Ahwar and Shoqrah in Abyan blocked by impassable roads. 
The transporters are working to transfer the goods to smaller vehicles to access alternative routes to 
Shabwah and Al Mukalla, as they did for the ten trucks that arrived. Four UNHCR trucks have left Sana’a 
and are making their way to Al Mukalla and Shabwah, with four remaining UNHCR and WHO trucks still 
waiting to receive security clearance from the local authorities to be able to depart. Those that have departed 
are carrying almost 135 MT of NFIs. 

WFP and its implementing partners continue to distribute high energy biscuits, targeting some 25,000 people 
affected by the cyclone in Shabwah and Hadramaut. As of 14 November, 9,608 people had received the 
high energy biscuits, including 3,259 people in Al Mukalla, 3,100 in Buroum, 2,129 in Rodum, 800 in Ghail 
Bawazer and 320 in Mayfa’a.  

Between 12 and 15 November, UNHCR and its implementing partner distributed 4,500 NFI kits, and 
delivered 1,000 tents for affected families in Hadramaut, Shabwah and Al Maharah. To date, a total of 1,907 
families (about 13,000 individuals) have received NFIs from UNHCR.  In addition, IOM has distributed NFIs 
to 50 families in Shabwah and the Yemen Red Crescent Society (YRCS) has provided NFIs to 100 families 
in Mayfa’a, to 125 families in Rodum and to 75 families in Al Kudaira. YRCS also distributed 400 NFI kits in 
Al Mukalla.  

IOM continues to provide daily water trucking in Shabwa and Abyan to 857 families (6,000 individuals) in 
Mayfa’a and 79 families (about 550 individuals) in Zinjibar.  

A boat carrying 18.3 MT of WHO medical supplies departed Djibouti yesterday for Aden, ,Some of the 
supplies will be delivered and distributed in the areas affected by the cyclones. 

UNHCR and the Danish Refugee Council received the newly arrived refugees at the Mayfa’a Reception 
Centre in Shabwah, where they were provided with food, water, shelter, transport and protection services. 

 

 

The next Flash Update will be issued on Thursday, 19 November 2015. 
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