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8 - 21 September 2017  

Operational Update 
In the first UNHCR-assisted spontaneous return movement for 
Somali refugees from Yemen, 133 refugees departed on 18 
September for Somalia. Given the current life-threatening conditions in 
Yemen for many civilians, including refugees, UNHCR is supporting the 
safe return of Somali refugees who voluntarily decide to leave. Somalis 
constitute 91 per cent of Yemen’s over 280,000 refugees and asylum 
seekers, or some 256,000 individuals. Returning refugees are being 
assisted by UNHCR and partners in Yemen to facilitate the journey, as 
well as return and reintegration assistance upon arrival in Somalia. The 
first group of UNHCR-assisted returnees left the Port of Aden on a vessel 
chartered by the International Organisation for Migration (IOM), who is 
working in partnership with UNHCR for these returns.  

Against a backdrop of hostilities and access challenges, UNHCR 
continued to assist and support persons of concern including refugees, 
asylum seekers, internally displaced persons (IDP) and IDP returnees. 
Missions took place across Yemen, assessing and supporting newly 
displaced families, some of whom have been displaced for up to two 
years, sheltering in spontaneous settlements and rented apartments. 
Families spoke to UNHCR teams about their needs, including for financial 
support, as the impoverished displaced population increasingly resort to 
dangerous coping mechanisms, including early marriage and child labour 
to help cover the costs to survive. As the final quarter of 2017 approaches, 
UNHCR is less than 50 per cent funded to carry out its critical life-saving 
activities and programmes.  

The first UNHCR-assisted spontaneous return to Somalia took place this week, with 133 
Somali refugees sailing from Aden Port. © UNHCR / N Schmidthaeussler 
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IDP Response 
Assessments are close to completion for the next phase of the traditional shelter project in Abs 
district, Hajjah Governorate. Over 4,000 families have been visited and an assessment conducted for 
the improvement of their homes, with 1,468 families so far identified as especially in need. UNHCR teams 
have witnessed the challenging conditions that displaced families now find themselves in, including 
sheltering in makeshift dwellings, often open to the elements. So far, 170 shelters have been completed, 
providing displaced families with a thatched roof and reinforced walls that allow for privacy, safety and 
protection. As of late August, 44,492 individuals have benefitted from UNHCR shelter support in Yemen.  
 
UNHCR carried out field missions to IDP families across the country, including a five-day mission 
to Ibb and Dhamar Governorates. Field teams visited IDP families in the Aldhehar, Almashanah and Dhi 
Sufal districts in Ibb to carry out post distribution monitoring (PDM) for households that have received 
rental subsidies, as part of a programme that reached 9,200 families across Yemen. PDM indicated that 
the vast majority of families utilised the US $300 cash grants for rental expenses and accumulated debt. 
UNHCR also undertook a five-day mission to Dhamar Governorate to carry out PDM. Furthermore, the 
team completed training to bolster the capacity of social, psychosocial and legal counsellors in Dhamar, 
as well as the broader Community Based Protection Networks (CBPNs), allowing for greater outreach and 
improved referrals to specialised services for displaced persons in need of protection support.    
 
In Amran, UNHCR provided core relief items, such as jerry cans, buckets and mattresses to over 
300 families through partner Yemen Red Crescent (YRC). The recipient families are living in 
spontaneous settlements across Amran Governorate including in Raida, Jabal Yazid and Thela. A number 
of extremely vulnerable families were also provided with a cash grant as an additional safety net in light of 
protection and medical needs. UNHCR and partner YRC are continuing to support families identified as in 
need in Khamir district. So far this year, CRIs have reached some 170,000 individuals across Yemen.  

 

Refugee Response 
UNHCR carried out a distribution of lifesaving assistance to an isolated Eritrean community in Al 
Khowkha district, Hudaydah Governorate. Some 321 extremely vulnerable families were assisted, 
following a verification mission, with the support of the authorities. Considering the scale of the needs in 
the western coastal district of Al Khowkha, families received emergency shelter kits, including plastic 
sheeting along with core relief items such as blankets, kitchen sets and mattresses. In the absence of 
electricity, UNHCR also distributed much needed solar lamps, bringing welcome relief to the refugees.  
 
In Dhamar Governorate, a rapid assessment for a Somali refugee community was undertaken by 
UNHCR’s partner, ADRA. The community of some 70 families fled north from Taizz and Lahj following 
the outbreak of conflict, and continue to face a myriad of protection risks including discrimination, theft, 
extortion and barriers in accessing critical services including medical care, education and water collection. 
The assessment, which also revealed that families are facing eviction, in particular for female headed 
households, will be followed up by targeted UNHCR response as a matter of urgency.  
 
In the south of Yemen, the first UNHCR assisted spontaneous return (ASR) movement for Somali 
refugees from Yemen to Somalia took place, with 133 refugees departing from the port of Aden. 
The group arrived safely in Somalia. Given the current life-threatening conditions in Yemen, UNHCR, in 
partnership with the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and relevant authorities, is supporting 
the voluntary returns of Somali refugees who constitute 91 per cent of Yemen’s refugees and asylum 
seekers. In Yemen, returning refugees are being assisted by UNHCR and partners with documentation, 
medical, shelter, transportation and financial support to facilitate the journey. Upon arrival in Somalia, 
individuals received return and reintegration support, which includes an initial reinstallation grant, core 
relief items or cash equivalents, food vouchers, and subsistence allowances, among other assistance.  

Contact: Aoife McDonnell, External Relations Officer, mcdonnel@unhcr.org  

For more information, please follow us on Twitter at @UNHCRYemen and on Facebook at UNHCRYemen 
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