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Operational Update 
Conditions for civilians, and in particular for the close to two million 
displaced Yemenis, continues to be of serious concern for UNHCR 
and other humanitarian actors. The recently concluded mission of the 
United Nations Under-Secretary General and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator, Mark Lowcock, to Aden, Sana’a, Lahj, Hudaydah, Hajjah, 
and Amran Governorates, drew attention once again to the challenging 
conditions across the country. Unhindered humanitarian access is critical 
to ensuring life-saving assistance is delivered and activities are conducted 
for those who need it most, in particular families in frontlines areas. 
UNHCR relief efforts have focused on providing life-saving assistance, 
including shelter and financial support in some of the most challenging 
and war-impacted locations, reaching 422,210 Yemenis across the 
country so far this year, and 40,000 individuals during this week alone. As 
the end of year approaches, increased funding and better humanitarian 
access will be essential to scale-up life-saving activities in 2018.  

Meanwhile, against a backdrop of ongoing hostilities in Yemen, Somali 
refugees have continued to approach UNHCR Assisted Spontaneous 
Returns (ASR) helpdesks in Kharaz camp in Lahj Governorate and 
Basateen in Aden Governorate. The help desks were established to 
ensure Somalis have clear knowledge of the voluntary process and to 
avoid families risking their lives at the hands of smugglers and 
unseaworthy vessels in an effort to leave Yemen. Close to 1,000 families 
have received information on the return process, as well as conditions in 
Somalia and the assistance package to support their reintegration at 
home. So far, 1,287 individuals have confirmed their wish to return, with 
418 Somalis traveling home on an IOM-UNHCR chartered boat.   

  

UNHCR carried out a field mission the isolated district of Saqayn, in Yemen’s northern 
Sa’ada Govenorate. Photo: UNHCR / F. Al-Munabbeh 
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IDP Response 
UNHCR carried out a mission to Saqayn district, in Yemen’s northern Sa’ada Governorate this 
week, long inaccessible due to the prevailing security situation. The district is host to many displaced 
families, with local authorities estimating that up to 2,800 households are currently displaced and struggling 
to survive. The mission allowed UNHCR to get a sense of the scale of displacement along with a better 
understanding of the needs of the IDP population in order to ensure an effective and targeted response. 
UNHCR witnessed destruction of critical infrastructure, including schools, health facilities and homes, with 
prolonged conflict leading to many families suffering multiple displacement. Living conditions are dire, with 
IDPs living in basic one-room shelters on farms, sharing with local host families, with little privacy and 
rising frustration. UNHCR will continue assessing the community and will provide emergency shelter 
support and core relief items. UNHCR will also prioritise a protection mission, as communities have spoken 
of the psychological impact of war, lack of important documentation and the need for financial support to 
a number of vulnerable families. 

A second high-risk mission took place this week, with UNHCR visiting Al-Baydha Governorate to 
carry out a much needed assessment for vulnerable displaced families and local host 
communities. Instability had prevented humanitarian organisations carrying out missions to the war-
affected population in Al-Baydha city and Rada’a districts specifically. An assessment is underway for the 
estimated 5,833 IDP households, with initial feedback from UNHCR partner ADRA, confirming that core 
relief items, financial support and protection interventions are much needed. Assistance will be provided 
as a matter of urgency once the assessment is complete.  

Life-saving assistance reached close to 40,000 displaced Yemenis across the country this week. A 
UNHCR distribution of core relief items such as mattresses, wash buckets, blankets and kitchen sets took 
place through partner Jeel Albena, reaching over 2,000 families in Abs district, Hajjah Governorate. A 
further 425 families were supported with relief items in Sa’ada, along with a 255 families in Al Jawf 
Governorate through partner Yemeni Associate for Relief and Development (YARD). UNHCR partner 
Yemen Red Crescent Society reached an additional 268 households vulnerable IDPs in Raida and Amran 
City. Rental subsidies were also provided to 195 extremely vulnerable families at risk of eviction in Amran. 

Refugee Response 
UNHCR celebrated the 25 Year Anniversary of the DAFI higher education scholarship programme 
in Aden on 24 October.  Higher education is a priority for refugees, forming an integral part of UNHCR’s 
protection and solutions mandate. The event was made even more special by the graduation ceremony of 
the 14th cohort of DAFI scholars in Aden, who completed their studies in a range of areas including 
education and health. The event was attended by UNHCR, INTERSOS, the Somali Ambassador to 
Yemen, representatives from NGOs, local authorities, as well as alumnae family and friends. In addition 
to promoting self-reliance and empowerment, graduates of UNHCR’s global DAFI programme contribute 
critical skills to the host country and support reintegration in their home countries if they choose to 
repatriate.  

UNHCR has a responsibility to ensure refugees are protected, including against sexual and gender 
based violence (SGBV), which is in some cases linked to the breakdown of family and community 
structures that accompanies displacement. Awareness sessions are a key way to engage affected 
communities in issues related to SGBV, offering men, women, girls and boys a safe space to learn, discuss 
their experiences and how to best address them. This week, 20 refugees, including 12 men and eight 
women, attended awareness sessions on domestic violence in Kharaz camp. In addition, UNHCR partner, 
Al Ghaith NGO, conducted an awareness session on the physical and psychological effects of early 
marriage, which was attended by 35 young women and girls from the Kharaz refugee community.  

Contact: Aoife McDonnell, External Relations Officer, mcdonnel@unhcr.org  

For more information, please follow us on Twitter at @UNHCRYemen and on Facebook at UNHCRYemen 
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