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Operational Update 
UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, has issued a stark warning as new 
displacement figures climb. According to the latest information 
gathered, as of 9 February, from partners, local authorities and community 
outreach efforts, some 85,000 people have been forced from their homes 
since December 2017 because of conflict, a figure which continues to rise. 
 
Yemen’s west coast continues to be the highest source of the new 
displacement. Current military escalations on the west coast are leading 
to hundreds of people having to flee their homes on a daily basis, including 
from the districts of Al Khawkhah, Al Garrahi and Hays in southern 
Hudaydah; and from Mokha and Mawza in Taizz. The majority of those 
fleeing violence from the west coast are fleeing east to Abyan, where more 
than 21,000 individuals have fled, whilst others are attempting to seek 
refuge elsewhere within Taizz and Hudaydah Governorates. Some 
13,600 people have been newly displaced within Taizz, while more than 
12,300 people have been newly displaced within Al Hudaydah, with others 
fleeing the west coast across the country to Lahj, Al Maharah, Aden, Ibb, 
Dhamar, Hadramaut and Shabwah.  
 
UNHCR is however worried that with hostilities escalating and leading to 
substantial new displacement, funding for the humanitarian response is 
yet to trickle in. For 2018, UNHCR is appealing for close to USD 200 
million to respond to critical and prioritised humanitarian needs but is 
starting the year with just four per cent of funding available. 

Noor, joined by her husband and the youngest of her five children, fled their home in Al Mokha, Taizz 
Governorate and travelled for two days to reach safety. Standing outside their makeshift home in 
Abyan, new challenges face the family while in displacement. Photo: UNHCR/ D. Tilakamonkul 
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IDP Response 
UNHCR is alarmed as the numbers of newly displaced families fleeing their homes due to hostilities 
continue to grow. UNHCR is particularly concerned for those that remain in areas close to hostilities in 
Taizz and Hudaydah. As a result of prolonged fighting in those two governorates, conditions continue to 
rapidly deteriorate, exposing people to violence, hunger and a public health crisis. Most of those displaced 
within the frontline remain hosted by relatives or friends, trapped inside homes or in caves as ground 
clashes and aerial bombardment continue around them. For those who have managed to flee to safer 
areas, new challenges await. Speaking to a UNHCR protection team on mission to Abyan Governorate, 
IDP families from Taizz described harrowing scenes of devastation, including indiscriminate attacks on 
civilians and civilian infrastructure and fears for the presence of unexploded ordinance (UxOs). Families 
fled by road, some sharing the costs of a bus, many using the last of their savings, selling family jewellery 
and taking loans to pay up to USD 250 per family to travel. Some journeys have taken up to two days. 

In response to the waves of fresh displacement, UNHCR is providing emergency shelter and 
household assistance to those who have been forced to flee. In Al Hudaydah, UNHCR and 
humanitarian partners intend to reach all 12,300 of those newly displaced in Al Garrahi, Jabal Ras, Bayt 
Al Faqih, Hays, Zabeed and Hudaydah city. In nearby Ibb, UNHCR has reached almost 1,900 newly 
displaced individuals from the west coast while in neighbouring Dhamar, almost all newly displaced from 
Hudaydah (1,477 people) are planned to be assisted. In the south, UNHCR has provided some 1,500 
newly displaced people in Aden with emergency assistance, whilst 3,500 people will be reached in Abyan 
by the end of February. 

UNHCR is also observing a spike in new displacement from other frontline areas, including in the 
border governorates of Al Jawf and Hajjah in the north, and also in Shabwah in the east. Increasing 
military operations in Al Jawf, have resulted in more than 8,000 people fleeing elsewhere within the 
governorate. In Hajjah, which is already host to 19 per cent of Yemen’s 2 million IDP population (some 
376,000 people) and the governorate from which some 20 per cent of Yemen’s IDPs originate, ongoing 
fighting has seen nearly 2,000 people flee within the governorate in recent weeks. Further east in 
Shabwah, military operations have caused almost 8,000 people to flee away from the fighting but within 
the governorate. UNHCR is also responding to new displacement within Al Jawf by distributing emergency 
relief, including essential household supplies, for 4,270 of those newly displaced in Khabb wa ash Sha’af 
and is coordinating assistance for other newly displaced families in other districts in the governorate. 
 

Refugee Response 
Refugees and asylum seekers are often at heightened risk of sexual and gender based violence 
(SGBV) during emergencies. Persons of concern experience violence including SGBV during their 
journey from the Horn of Africa, upon arrival in coastal areas and inside Yemen. Preventing and 
responding to SGBV is a core component of UNHCR's protection mandate, and in 2017, UNHCR 
provided comprehensive care to 151 survivors in northern governorates, including medical, legal, 
psychological and psychosocial support along with emergency assistance such as cash grants, much 
needed household items and livelihood trainings to help survivors gain confidence and skills to support 
themselves. Critical prevention and awareness-raising activities continue to take place, including 
engaging men, boys and persons living with disabilities. Trained SGBV focal points among the refugee 
community carry out awareness sessions and provide support to survivors. A 24 hour helpline is also 
available seven days a week through partner Intersos, with dedicated social workers ready to respond. 
The helpline team handle an average of 30 calls a month, with 365 emergency calls received in 2017. 

On 12 February, the eighth Assisted Spontaneous Return (ASR) departure took place in 
coordination with IOM. A total of 134 Somalis departed by boat from Aden port to Berbera, Somalia. 
Since the launch of the ASR Programme in September, 1,080 persons have voluntarily returned to their 
country of origin. UNHCR is working to expand the process for Somalis in northern governorates in the 
very near future, as on-going conflict and deteriorating conditions continue to place refugees’ lives at risk. 


