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AID AGENCIES RAMP UP AID 
EFFORTS IN MA’RIB AS TENSIONS 
PERSIST 
Hostilities have escalated in Ma’rib 
Governorate and surrounding areas 
in the last two months more than 
they have any time this year causing 
massive displacement as well as 
restricting civilian movement and 
humanitarian access to people in 
need. More than 64,450 people 
(10,742 families) have been displaced 
in or to Ma’rib Governorate between 
January and November this year 
due to hostilities, according to the 
International Organization for 
Migration (IOM). Of these, more 
than two-thirds – 45,450 people 
(7,553 families) – were displaced 
since September. 

Internally Displaced People (IDPs) 
who sought safety in Ma’rib City 
and surrounding areas are among 
the most vulnerable, having already 
been displaced twice or three times, 
with most of them arriving in 
already over-crowded displacement 
sites with very limited or no access 
to basic services. With hostilities 
surging towards Ma’rib City, the 

situation continued to worsen in 
November, forcing IDPs already 
settled in displacement sites to flee. 
In November alone, more than 
16,000 people fled conflict-affected 
areas to safer places in Ma’rib, 
according to IOM. Up to eleven 
cluster-managed sites were forced to 
close as IDPs fled mainly to Ma’rib 
District, the governorate’s remote 
eastern area where services are 
limited. 

New displacement is exacerbating 
existing humanitarian needs, 
drastically increasing the need 
for assistance and protection 
services – particularly for women 
and children. Diseases such as 
acute watery diarrhoea (AWD), 
malaria and upper respiratory tract 
infections are common among the 
newly displaced people, heightening 
the urgent need for WASH and 
healthcare services. The worsening 
displacement situation in Ma’rib 
Governorate is taking a heavy 
toll on host communities and 
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overwhelming existing services.  In addition, 
among those affected are some 3,500 migrants, 
who IOM estimates are stranded throughout the 
governorate. The shifting frontline continues 
to impede the journeys taken by migrants to 
reach and depart from Ma’rib on their way to 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.  Migrants close 
to fighting areas have been at greater risk of 
detention, forced labour and sexual violence since 
the recent escalation of conflict.

Aid organizations continue to ramp up assistance 
to newly displaced people alongside regular 
response activities. Ma’rib Governorate and 
surrounding areas have remained a priority 
for aid agencies in Yemen since fighting broke 
out in February this year and they have scaled 
up response more than any other hotspots in 
the country this year.  Before the escalation of 
hostilities in September, aid partners have been 
reaching some 677,000 people with assistance in 
Ma’rib each month. They continue to provide 
life-saving assistance, including ready-to-eat 
food rations, malnutrition, health, shelter and 
WASH support and protection services. Partners 
have distributed Rapid Response Mechanism 
(RRM) kits reaching over 6,000 newly displaced 
households between September and November. 
An RMM kit is a package of critical life-saving 
assistance to be provided to newly displaced 
persons within 72 hours of displacement. 
Response teams have also scaled up shelter, NFIs, 
food baskets, hygiene kits and cash assistance in 

62 sites hosting close to 27,000 families. WASH 
teams continue to truck water, build latrines 
and distribute hygiene items reaching more than 
22,000 people, while health teams, including 
mobile medical clinics, are providing emergency 
health care services and have re-stocked local 
clinics and hospitals with necessary supplies in 
displacement sites and in areas where people are 
sheltering with host communities. Protection 
partners are providing psychosocial support as 
well as disseminating information on available 
services, identifying those with specific needs 
and referring them for support, including legal 
assistance on personal documentation. 

The Regional Coordination Team (RCT) in 
Ma’rib is working with humanitarian partners 
and local authorities to expedite the response 
to newly displaced people. At the same time, 
assessment missions are ongoing in affected areas 
in the governorate. The RCT is also mobilizing 
stocks of RRM kits, food, shelter, non-food items 
and medicine to be pre-positioned in Ma’rib 
City and in Sayun District in the neighbouring 
Hadramawt Governorate. Additional funding is 
needed to sustain and scale up the aid operation 
in Ma’rib for the next three months. With the 
2021 Yemen Humanitarian Response Plan only 
57 per funded by the end of November, critical 
sectors such as health, WASH, shelter, camp 
management and protection are struggling to 
meet the surging needs due to conflict-induced 
displacement.
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More than 64,450 people have been displaced by fighting in Ma’rib Governorate between January and November this year. 
Data as of 27 November. Source: IOM  
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HUMANITARIAN COORDINATOR VISITS 
ADEN, MA’RIB AND SAYUN
The Humanitarian Coordinator (HC) for Yemen, 
Mr. David Gressly, has continued with field 
missions to assess the humanitarian situation, 
engage with authorities and to find ways of 
scaling assistance in areas of high need. In 
response to the recent massive displacement in 
and around Ma’rib due to the renewed hostilities 
since September, the HC visited Aden, Ma’rib 
City and Sayun in November to assess the 
ongoing humanitarian response, identify key gaps 
and needs and to call for additional resources for 
the Ma’rib response plan.

The mission included visits to IDP sites to assess 
the humanitarian situation and needs, meetings 
with the Deputy Governors in Ma’rib and Seiyun, 
UN partners, INGOs and civil society, including 
the Women Association. Key issues identified 
included the needs for robust coordination of 
interventions with WASH, health and mental 
health, food, shelter, protection, including child 
protection and GBV, human rights reporting 
and education and livelihood support identified 
as areas where needs are high. OCHA will 
coordinate the implementation of the Ma’rib plan 
and ensure participation of women and girls in 
humanitarian programmes and activities. The 
Deputy Humanitarian Coordinator (DHC), Mr. 
Diego Zorrilla is expected to conduct a follow 

up visit to Sayun to engage with authorities on 
ways to increase partners presence and scale up 
response.

In Aden, the HC met with the Prime Minister 
and other senior government officials to discuss 
ways of facilitating and expediting humanitarian 
response in the southern areas of Yemen. He 
also met with the head of the Executive Unit 
for Displaced People and SAFER technical 
committee as well as the heads of the UN offices 
in Aden. The meeting with the Executive Unit 
focussed on the ongoing response in Ma’rib and 
the Red Sea Coast, while capacity development 
needs and strengthening of the Executive Unit 
were also discussed. The SAFER Technical 
Committee provided a detailed overview of the 
status of the Safer Tanker and the need for the 
oil to be transferred to another ship to reduce 
the risk of an explosion or large oil spill. With 
UN agencies, the HC discussed issues of common 
concern, including the exchange rate, security 
and staff welfare concerns.  The DHC will work 
with UN and INGOs to find ways of reducing the 
impact of the parallel exchange rates in Sana’a and 
Aden.

Mr. Gressly visited one of WFP’s many food distribution points in Ma’rib Governorate. This particular food distribution point provides food 
assistance to some 5,000 families in need, many of them displaced, each month. Photo: OCHA.
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MORE THAN 25,000 PEOPLE DISPLACED IN AL 
HODEIDAH GOVERNORATE IN NOVEMBER 
November saw two developments that led to 
the displacement of some 25,410 people from Al 
Hodeidah, most of them to other areas within the 
same governorate. First, on 11-12 November, 
Government of Yemen (GoY)-aligned forces 
redeployed from their positions around Hodeidah 
City, and Ad Durayhimi, Bayt Al Faqih districts 
and most areas in At Tuhayta District. Ansarullah 
forces acted quickly to extend their control over 
the vacated areas. By 30 November, this had led to 
the displacement of some 2,089 families (14,623 
people) to GoY-controlled areas, according to 
the GoY Executive Unit for Internally Displaced 
Persons. Some 1,271 families were displaced from 
Ad Durayhimi, Bayt Al Faqih and At Tuhayta 
districts to Al Khukhah District, while 454 families 
were displaced further south to Al Makha District 
in Ta’iz Governorate. Some 364 families were 
displaced even further to Ash Shamayatayn and Al 
Wazi’yah districts of Ta’iz Governorate and to Aden 
Governorate.

In a subsequent development, on 17 November, 
GoY-aligned forces advanced towards Hays 
District, which they now control. Hostilities have 
continued since, with reports of GoY-aligned forces 
making further advances into bordering areas in 
Al Jarrahi and Jabal Ras districts to the north and 
Al Khukhah District of Al Hodeidah Governorate 
and Maqbanah District of Ta’iz Governorate to the 
south. According to the Supreme Council of the 
Management and Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (SCMCHA), the hostilities in and around 
Hays District had led to the displacement of 1,541 
families (10,787 people) to de facto authorities 
(DFA)-controlled areas by 30 November. Some 598 
families were displaced northwards to Jabal Ras 
District, 563 families to Al Jarrahi District, 198 to 
At Tuhayta District, with some 90 other families 
displaced to Zabid District and 58 families to 
Hodeidah City.  

Aid partners acted quickly to address the needs 
of newly displaced families. As of 30 November, 
partners had provided Rapid Response Mechanism 
kits to 970 displaced families in Al Khukhah, 312 
families in Al Makha, 280 families in Al Jarrahi, 
and 105 families in Jabal Ras.  In addition, partners 
provided emergency shelter kits (ESKs) to 300 
displaced families in Al Jarrahi, 168 families in Al 
Makha, and 90 families in Zabid. Essential non-food 

items (NFIs) were provided to 400 displaced families 
in Jabal Ras, 300 families in Al Jarrahi, 194 families 
in Al Makha and 90 families in Zabid. Partners also 
provided cash support to 309 families and hygiene 
kits to 928 families in Al Makha and deployed two 
mobile clinics to a recently established IDP site in Al 
Khukhah.

Aid partners have also been conducting needs 
assessments and repositioning supplies to cover 
remaining response gaps, including shelter 
assistance, NFIs, WASH assistance, emergency 
latrines, cash support and medical supplies. The 
Regional Coordination Teams (RCTs) in Al Makha 
and Al Hodeidah have been coordinating to ensure 
that the response to people in need in areas that 
recently came under DFA control continues without 
interruption. The RCTs are also working with 
the authorities and aid partners on both sides of 
contested areas to ensure response gaps are covered 
and assistance is extended to new IDPs in a timely 
manner. 
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NEW OXYGEN PRODUCTION STATIONS TO 
BE CONSTRUCTED IN YEMEN 
The World Health Organization (WHO) has 
joined efforts with the Islamic Development 
Bank (IsDB) Group and the Ministry of Public 
Health and Population to construct 14 new 
oxygen production stations that will help scale up 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic in Yemen.

The oxygen production stations, valued at over 
US$ 3.4 million, are being constructed in 11 
governorates in the south of Yemen and will be 
gradually put into operation between December 
2021 and February 2022. The oxygen stations 
will be jointly managed and implemented by the 
Ministry of Public Health and Population and 
WHO and are financed through a US$ 20 million 
loan from IsDB Group, as part of its Emergency 
Support for the COVID-19 Preparedness and 
Response Plan in Yemen. Through this support, 
the IsDB has also contributed to the substantial 
upgrading of operational capacities of 32 
COVID-19 treatment centres and central public 
health laboratories across the country.

“The availability of uninterrupted oxygen supply 
is key to the survival of patients with severe cases 
of COVID-19 who otherwise face lung failure,” 
said Dr Adham Rashad Ismail Abdel Moneim, 
the WHO Representative in Yemen. “This is why 
the construction of these oxygen stations is one 
of the most important things we can do to save 
the lives of many more patients suffering from 
COVID-19.”

“Through this Project, the ISDB seeks to 
support the Republic of Yemen to overcome the 
humanitarian, social and economic difficulties 
that continue to threaten poverty alleviation 
efforts and disease control, particularly 
COVID-19,” said Dr Ilker Ersegun Kayhan, 
the IsDB Operations Team Leader for the Gulf 
Cooperation Council countries and Yemen.

“By increasing local capacity to produce medical 
oxygen, we can help to minimize COVID-19 
morbidity and mortality rates in Yemen,” said Dr. 
Kayhan. “This is the first time that such a high 
number of plants will produce oxygen of medical 
grade, to support COVID-19 case management 
in partnership with the WHO, the Ministry of 
Public Health and Population, and the Ministry of 
Planning and International Cooperation.”

Yemen is facing urgent challenges in securing 
oxygen supplies that are critical to effective 
management of severe cases of COVID-19. The 
installation of 14 new oxygen production stations 
will reinforce other efforts underway by WHO, 
the Ministry of Public Health and Population 
and IsDB to save lives and contain the spread 
of COVID-19 – including provision of essential 
medicines and supplies, personal protection 
equipment and other medical equipment 
and technologies that are critical to infection 
prevention and control and COVID-19 case 
management.
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YEMEN HUMANITARIAN FUND ALLOCATES 
$48 MILLION TO ASSIST PEOPLE IN ACUTE 
NEED 
The Yemen Humanitarian Fund (YHF) allocated 
US$3 million for rapid assistance to IDPs fleeing 
Ma’rib and $45 million to assist some 2.1 million 
people in acute need across Yemen 

On 3 November, the Humanitarian Coordinator 
for Yemen, David Gressly, launched the 
YHF’s Second Reserve Allocation of 2021 in 
response to conflict-induced displacement in the 
country, especially in Ma’rib and neighboring 
governorates. A total of $3 million was allocated 
to the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 
to shore up the delivery of Rapid Response 
Mechanism (RRM) assistance in view of the 
serious funding gap faced by RRM partners and 
the need to provide urgent assistance to people 
displaced by conflict. RRM partners provide a 
minimum package of critical life-saving assistance 
for newly displaced persons who are on the 
move, people who live in collective sites or hard-
to-reach areas, or those stranded in the military 
frontlines. Partners aim to provide this assistance 
within 72 hours of displacement, usually well 
before the first line cluster response kicks in. By 
the time the allocation was launched, RRM was 
less than 20 per cent funded. 

YHF acted quickly to bridge this gap. It extended 
funding to partners within days, allowing for 
the warehousing and quick transportation and 
distribution of RRM assistance to 147,000 people 
facing the prospect of displacement within 
Ma’rib, or to Shabwah, Al Bayda, Al Jawf, Sana’a 
City and Hadramawt. 

On 9 November, Mr. Gressly launched the YHF 
Second Standard Allocation (SA2) of 2021 with 
an envelope of $45 million to assist some 2.1 
million people in acute need across Yemen. The 
allocation prioritizes three response streams:  

• improving dignified living conditions for the 
most vulnerable IDPs in under-served IDP 
sites and supporting partners’ interventions 
in new sites lacking services in prioritized 
sub-districts.

• supporting durable interventions through 
innovative programming and localized 
solutions in a select number of districts in 
Amran, Ta’iz, Al Hodeidah and Al Jawf 
governorates. 

• improving movement and access to services 
for select affected communities through 
support for mine action and tackling 
explosive remnants of war and RRM support. 

Aid partners have submitted 59 project proposals 
to respond to these priorities. YHF is currently 
finalizing the review and selection process. 

FIRST AUTOMATIC MARINE STATION IN 
YEMEN 
The Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO) and the European Union 
(EU), in collaboration with the Yemen Civil 
Aviation and Meteorology Authority (CAMA), 
have established an automatic marine weather 
station at Aden’s seaport. The marine station - a 
first of its kind in Yemen - is one out of nine 
modern automatic weather stations that have 
been established throughout the country by FAO 
with financial support from the European Union, 

to improve the way in which meteorological data 
is collected. 

Given the increased frequency and intensity of 
climatic shocks such as floods, droughts, cyclones 
and heatwaves that have led to agricultural 
losses in Yemen, the availability of accurate 
meteorological data will improve weather 
forecasting, help enhance early warning systems 
and inform planning in agriculture sector 
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8 responses in a country that continues to face 
high levels of food insecurity. 

The data received by the recently launched 
station will also provide information on the 
state of the sea, reducing the risks faced by 
over 100,000 small-scale fishers. It will also 
contribute to reduce risks to livelihoods posed 
by climate change and variability and will 
significantly improve meteorological and 
navigation data collection in Yemen. 

With millions of Yemenis enduring the 
consequences of a conflict spanning seven 
years and the impact of the economic 
decline, aid agencies continue to call for 
urgent action to protect, rebuild and restore 
agricultural productivity and create livelihood 
opportunities to reduce the alarming levels of 
food insecurity and nutrition while stimulating 
economic recovery.

For further information, please contact:

Sajjad Mohammad Sajid
Head of Office, OCHA Yemen
E-mail: sajid@un.org

Tapiwa Gomo
Head of Communication, OCHA Yemen
Tel: +967 712 222 860
E-mail: gomo@un.org

OCHA information products are available at: 
www.unocha.org/yemen
www.unocha.org
www.reliefweb.Int
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