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Coordination Saves Lives 

Key Messages 
 

- Over the past several days, fighting has spread within Taizz City as well as to 

other districts of the governorate. Changes in conflict lines and areas of control 

have opened up access to some parts of the former Taizz enclave where 

humanitarian access has been severely limited for many months.  

- Fierce fighting continues in the city, and OHCHR is investigating reports of 
international humanitarian law (IHL) and human rights violations by all parties 
involved. The Task Force for Population Movement (TFPM) is also monitoring civilian displacement 
issues. 

- Humanitarian agencies  are responding to the situation and deploying additional staff to the United 
Nations sub-office in neighbouring Ibb Governorate from where the operation is being coordinated.  

Situation Overview 

For the past eight months, Al Houthi forces have severely restricted humanitarian and commercial access to 
some 175,000 people residing in an “enclave” inside three districts of Taizz City (Al Mudhaffar, Al Qahirah  
and Saleh). The assistance that reached the enclave during that time was delivered following protracted 
access negotiations, resulting in acute shortages of fuel, cooking gas, critical drugs while prices of available 
commercial food supplies were grossly inflated.  

Some areas of the “enclave” are now accessible following changes in conflict lines and areas of control. On 
11 March, forces aligned with the GoY and the Saudi-led Coalition launched an attack on Al Houthis and 
forces aligned with ex-President Saleh with the aim of  dislodging them from Taizz City. Following intense 
clashes, these forces reportedly took control of several areas in Al Mudhaffar district, including Taizz 
University, Al Dahi, Al Hasseb, Bir Basha, Al Zunqol, and the central prison areas. They also seized control 
of the old airport, the 35th Armoured Brigade camp, the Saber Al Mawadem area in Taiziah district; the Al 
Saleh gardens, and the 30 meter road in Al Saleh district.  
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Overview of Taizz Governorate: conflict districts and locations 
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Conflict lines inside the city remain fluid. The parties to the conflict are using heavy weapons and bringing 
in re-enforcements amid reports of random shelling, airstrikes and use of katyusha rockets. OHCHR is 
working to verify reports of summary executions and other human rights violations. There are also 
unverified reports of mutilated and maimed bodies on the streets, and of schools and public buildings 
contaminated with mines and unexploded ordnance. People are reported to be fleeing from some areas of 
the city.  

Fighting has spread to the border with Ibb Governorate, and to the eastern and northern parts of Taizz City, 
specifically near the Presidential Palace. It has also spread to At Ta'iziyah,  Jabal Habashi, Al Wazi'iya and 
Al-Dhubab districts; and to the western parts of the governorate, including Al-Wahash area, Bir Basha, the 
old Taizz airport, and the 60, 50 and 40 meter roads. 
 
Humanitarian Response: 
 

 WFP plans to reach about 540,000 people in Taizz Governorate this month, including nearly 84,000 

people in Mudhaffar, Qahirah and Salh  

 WHO plans to deploy trucks with 15 MT of medical supplies to the enclave from Aden during the 

week.  

 UNHCR currently has 1,000 NFIs kits stored  in the Mudhaffar district.  An implementing partner will 

distribute 500 kits within the district to beneficiaries who have already been assessed and who still 

have access to the distribution points. The remaining 500 NFIs kits will be distributed in Sabir Al 

Mawadim district. 

 UNICEF continues its daily water distribution of 276,000 litres of water inside the enclave. Three 

mobile clinics are providing providing health, nutrition, reproductive health and immunization 

services and examinations. The organization also continues to provide psychosocial support 

activities for 3,100 children in 16 learning centers  

 UAE Red Crescent Society in conjunction with Hael Saeed Anaam Group and local civil society 

organisations are conducting food distributions targeting 20,000 households in the enclave. 

Targeting and registration was done by local NGOs and verified by the  committee of Hael Saeed 

Group. Distribution from two points inside the enclave started from 5 March and has covered 5,000 

households to date. 

 Trucks with medical supplies from the King  Salman Centre are reportedly arriving in Taizz City.  In 

areas under control of forces aligned with GoY, four private hospitals have reportedly resumed 

operations after months of being shut down. 

 Water trucking by Oxfam is ongoing inside Taizz City.  However cash transfers have been  

postponed due to insecurity. 

 Yemen Red Crescent Society (YRCS) has distributed over 680 food and NFI kits in Hawban and 

has been involved in body retrieval. YRCS has 23 volunteers inside Taizz and is keen to offer 

assistance to other agencies where possible. 

 GoY Response: The Governor of Aden has appealed for humanitarian organizations to assist 

civilians in the enclaved area and plans to dispatch an aid convoy to Taizz City next week.   

 Coordination : Gulf charities and organisations are expected to concentrate resources on 

humanitarian needs inside the newly accessible areas of the enclave.  UN and NGO partners will 

also provide assistance  in and around Taizz City, while also continuing to monitor and respond to 

needs in the rest of the governorate where fighting remains intense. Ensuring that the HCT 

response is aligned with and compliments efforts being under taken by Gulf organisations will be a 

priority in the coming days, in particular by utilizing OCHA offices in the region .  

 Increasing Capacity : UN agencies are deploying additional staff to the United Nations Ibb sub-

office for the purposes of information gathering, assessment, program response  and coordination.  

For further information, please contact: 
Trond Jensen, Head of Office, OCHA Yemen jensen8@un.org 
Andrew J. Alspach, Deputy, OCHA Yemen Amman Hub alspach@un.org 
Moria Little, Yemen Lead, OCHA New York littlem@un.org 
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/yemen | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 
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