
 
 

 

Yemen External Situation Report #11 – May 12, 2015 

 
International Medical Corps has delivered medical supplies, emergency pharmaceuticals, and water to the hospitals listed in 
the map. 
 

Executive Summary 
 
A 5-day humanitarian pause is expected to begin at 11pm local time on Tuesday, 12 May. The pause is dependent 
upon all parties in the conflict abiding by the terms of the agreement. International Medical Corps has 
prepositioned medical and health supplies for distribution during the pause, but the reach of activities may be 
limited by logistical and security constraints. In Sana’a, shockwaves from an airstrike damaged a nearby busy 
public hospital, affecting both the blood bank and emergency ward. Airstrikes and clashes have continued 
throughout the country, including in Saada governorate where an estimated 100,000 people are fleeing south to 
safety. These IDPs, along with other communities of IDPs throughout the country, are in need of health, shelter, 
nutrition, and hygiene support. Food, fuel, water and medical supplies are still very much in need and the pause 
is expected to only have a small impact on the dire humanitarian situation in Yemen.  
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Significant Events: 

• Since 6 May, 1,527 people have died in the conflict, of which at least 646 are civilians. The fighting has 
injured another 6,266. 

• Saudi Arabia declared last weekend that a five-day humanitarian pause in Yemen would begin at 11:00pm 
local time (20:00 GMT) on Tuesday, 12 May. The pause rests on mutual agreement of all parties to lay 
down arms for the five-day-period. 

• Even with the pause, fuel, water, food and medical supplies are in high demand and the pause is only 
expected to make a small impact on the hundreds of thousands of vulnerable civilians. 

• Over the weekend, hundreds of airstrikes hit Saada governorate, following coalition warnings for all 
civilians to evacuate the province. An estimated 100,000 are fleeing the governorate. 

• Without waste collection, garbage is accumulating on streets while sewage overflows in much of the 
country, raising the risk of hygiene-related disease. 

 
International Medical Corps Response: 

• Lack of fuel and health/hygiene supplies will limit humanitarian activities during the pause. 
• During the pause, International Medical Corps will focus efforts on distributing four-months’ worth of 

nutrition and medical supplies to health facilities in Sana’a. 
• Water trucking has continued in Sana’a, and Taiz. 
• Mobile medical units continue to provide support in hospitals and health facilities in targeted districts in 

Aden, Sana’a, and Lahj 
 

 
Detailed Report 
 
Key Developments 
 
OCHA reports that since 6 May, 1,527 people have died in the conflict, of which at least 646 are civilians. The 
fighting has injured another 6,266.1 The number of displaced continued to rise with the weekend shelling of Saada, 
Aden, and Sana’a. BBC reports that during the six days from 4 to 10 May, violence killed at least 182 civilians, 
almost half of which were women and children.2 A significant number of casualties came from Saada province.  
 
Saudi Arabia declared last weekend that a five-day humanitarian pause in Yemen would begin at 11:00pm local 
time (20:00 GMT) on Tuesday, 12 May.3 The pause rests on mutual agreement of all parties to lay down arms for 
the five-day-period, and US Secretary of State John Kerry stated that those who supported the combatant should 
encourage leaders and the fighters to abide by the rules as the catastrophic condition for Yemenis worsen.  
 
The UN envoy Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed traveled to multiple countries that are part of the air campaign against 
combatants before arriving in Sana’a today ahead of the humanitarian pause.4 Ahmed’s goal is to bring the parties 
in the conflict to a negotiation table. 
 

1 UN OCHA: Yemen: Escalating Conflict Flash Update 31, 11 May 2015 
2 BBC: Yemen conflict: Strikes rock Sanaa ahead of ceasefire. 12 May 2015 
3 Reuters: Saudi Arabia says Yemen truce to begin on Tuesday, urges Houthi to agree. 8 May 2015 
4 Reuters: Air strikes hit Yemen capital, U.N. envoy arrives hours before truce. 12 May 2015 
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http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ocha%20yemen%20-%20escalating%20conflict%20flash%20update%20no%2031%20as%20of%2011%20may%202015.pdf
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-32703623
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/05/08/us-yemen-security-ceasefire-idUSKBN0NT1WR20150508
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ocha%20yemen%20-%20escalating%20conflict%20flash%20update%20no%2031%20as%20of%2011%20may%202015.pdf


 
 

Under-Secretary-General for 
Humanitarian Affairs and 
Emergency Relief Coordinator, 
Baroness Valerie Amos, 
released a statement on 11 
May stating that the pause will 
“enable the United Nations and 
our partners to scale up our 
operations. Essential 
international staff are returning 
to Yemen. We could deliver 
more emergency food rations, 
provide medical care for the 
sick and injured and ensure 
clean water supplies for homes 
and hospitals. We need security 
guarantees and logistical 
support to enable us to do 
this.” 5  Baroness Amos 
continued the statement with a 
plea for all those engaged in the 
conflict to abide by the 
humanitarian pause.  
 
In the days and hours leading up to the pause, airstrikes continued to hit Yemen, including a bombing of a rocket 
base in Sana’a that local officials reported killed 90 people and wounded 300.6 The WHO reports that the Al 
Thawra hospital, one of the main public hospitals in Sana’a City that International Medical Corps had previously 
supported with medical supplies, suffered from the shock waves of the blasts. The emergency department roof 
caved in, rendering the department useless. The blood bank was also affected. 
 
In Taiz, International Medical Corps staff report street clashes have killed three civilians following a three-day 
battle on 60 Street. Citizens from AlEkhwah, Jarra Mountain, Kalaba, AlDaran, 60 Street, AlSailah, Cairo Castle, and 
Al Jumhoory neighborhoods attempted to flee. Many were unable to because of lack of fuel, but some civilians 
attempted to leave on foot. 
 
Over the weekend, hundreds of airstrikes hit Saada governorate, following coalition warnings for all civilians to 
evacuate the province.7 Faisal Jamaan, governor of neighboring Amran province, stated, “Over 100,000 displaced 
people who have fled… [and] are in desperate need for humanitarian aid in these difficult circumstances.”8 UN 
Humanitarian coordinator for Yemen, Johannes Van Der Klauuw, expressed concern for civilians in Saada who 
were trapped in the governorate because of fuel shortages. IDPs are expected in Hajjah, Amran, and Al Jawf 

5 UN: Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator Valerie Amos 
Statement on Yemen. 11 May 2015 
6 Reuters: Air strikes hit Yemen capital, U.N. envoy arrives hours before truce. 12 May 2015 
7 Al Bawaba: State: 100,000 flee Yemen’s Saada after fierce strikes. 10 May 2015 
8 Ibid. 

 
International Medical Corps’ mobile medical units in Taiz are providing staff support to 

hospitals. 
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https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/Documents/USG%20Valerie%20Amos%20Statement%20on%20Yemen%2011%20May%202015.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/Documents/USG%20Valerie%20Amos%20Statement%20on%20Yemen%2011%20May%202015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ocha%20yemen%20-%20escalating%20conflict%20flash%20update%20no%2031%20as%20of%2011%20may%202015.pdf
http://www.albawaba.com/news/state-100000-flee-yemen%E2%80%99s-saada-after-fierce-strikes-692746


 
 

governorates, each of which border Saada as civilians exit the governorate on foot. There is an immediate need 
for drinking water and sanitation support. Many of the areas the IDPs are headed toward are already saturated 
with IDPs, and families are crowding into schools and other community institutions.  
 
UN OCHA report airstrikes and clashes continued in Aden governorate, including Khormaskar, Attawahi, and Al 
Mansura districts. Abyan governorate was also hit heavily. Hajjah and Lahj governorates also suffered from 
violence.9  
 
UN OCHA also reports that waste collection has ceased in Aden since the beginning of the conflict. Waste 
management vehicles have been unable to move without fuel, and garbage is accumulating on streets while 
sewage overflows in much of the country.10  
 
The security situation has continued to deteriorate in Aden. In Khormaksar District, combatants have looted 
private residents for fuel, vehicles, weapons, and food, causing inhabitants to flee to the northern and western 
districts. 11  The district is also suffering from lack of power, communication capabilities, and medical 
supplies/services. The UN reports that over 50 corpses are inside Al-Jumhuraia Public Hospital, unable to be buried 
because of the violence.   
 
Violence has continued in Al-Mualla, Crater, AlSheick Outhman, Al-Mansoora, Al-Buriqa and Dar Saad District. In 
Al-Tawahi District, 80% of the population has fled via boat to nearby districts. Last week, approximately 55 civilians 
were killed when shells hit the boats.12 
 
There are unconfirmed reports that leaflets have also been dropped in Sana’a’s Old City and Faj Attan warning 
civilians to leave prior to bombing. It is unclear if the airstrikes would take place before or after the humanitarian 
pause. 
 
International Medical Corps Response 
 
The UN pre-positioned 420,000 liters of fuel and other essential supplies in Al Hudaydah for distribution to 50 
partners during the humanitarian pause.13 International Medical Corps’ activities during the pause have been 
scaled to respond to priority needs based on the fuel available. 
 
 
Sana’a 
International Medical Corps will focus efforts on distributing four months’ worth of nutrition and medical supplies 
(including drugs, Plumpy’doz and Plumpy’sup) to four health facilities in Al Hymah al Kharijiah distict, Sana’a. These 
health facilities are of the hardest-hit in the area, and communication with the teams have been limited. The 
delivery of supplies will be coupled with assessments and data collection. International Medical Corps will also be 
prepositioning hygiene kits at two health facilities in Al Hymah al Kharijiah for IDPs. 
 

9 UN OCHA: Yemen: Escalating Conflict Flash Update 31, 11 May 2015 
10 UNICEF: UNICEF delivers lifesaving supplies to Aden as Yemen runs out of medicine, equipment, 28 April 
2015  
11 UNDP 
12 Ibid. 
13 UN OCHA: Yemen: Escalating Conflict Flash Update 31, 11 May 2015 
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http://www.unicef.org/media/media_81711.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ocha%20yemen%20-%20escalating%20conflict%20flash%20update%20no%2031%20as%20of%2011%20may%202015.pdf


 
 

International Medical Corps will also be dispatching mobile clinics to previously-assessed IDPs in two villages in Al 
Hymah al Kharijiah. The mobile clinics will provide primary and reproductive health care as well as nutrition 
screening and referrals to nearby health facilities.  
 
Water trucking is expected to continue for Al-Gumhori and 26th September hospitals in Sana’a. Additionally, two 
ambulances have been deployed in conjunction with the MoPHP to transport injured citizens in Noqom and 
Shirton areas in Sana’a. 
 
Taiz 
In Taiz, International Medical Corps will replenish nutrition and medical supplies for the 26 International Medical 
Corps-supported health facilities. 25,000 liters of water has been provided to Al Thawra Hospital in Lahj as well. 
17,000 liters was provided to Al Amal Cancer Center, and there will be a follow-up distribution of drinking water 
as well. Violence has prevented water trucking to Al Jomhori hospital, but the International Medical Corps team 
will continue to provide water to the hospital once security increases. 
 
Aden/Lahj 
In Aden, the mobile units are working in four health facilities and in a hospital. One mobile team has ceased 
functioning because of lack of fuel. The fuel shortage has severely affected both International Medical Corps and 
the communities, and the communications network (phone and internet) is down in the rural areas. Many of 
International Medical Corps staff have fled their homes. 
 
In Lahj, the mobile medical units continue to provide support to local hospital emergency departments in Taiz 
City. The mobile medical units also provided hygiene promotion and nutrition counseling to Aseel Health Center 
in Shar’ab Arrownah, focusing on breast feeding information. 
 
In Lahj, distribution of trauma kits and IEHKs is ongoing to 22 May Hospital in Aden, Ba Sahib Health Center in 
Aden, and Ibn Khaldoon Hospital in Al Hota Lahj. 
 
 
Contacts: 
 
Chris Skopec, Senior Director Emergency Preparedness and Response  
Response Management Team Leader 
cskopec@internationalmedicalcorps.org 
 
Jonathan Cunliffe, Yemen Country Director 
Emergency Team Leader 
jcunliffe@internationalmedicalcorps.org 
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