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Widespread wildfires and permafrost 
melting generated CO2 and methane 
emissions, causing health concerns.

Wildfires across the 
western U.S. caused 
economic loss 
estimated between 
$70 and $90 billion.

Historic wildfires 
killed nine people 
and affected more 
than 600,000 
people.

In Greece, wildfires forced evacuation 
of dozens of villages and destroyed 

over 1,800 houses and buildings.

Wildfires displaced 
thousands and 

killed 90 people, 
including 33 soldiers 

providing rescue 
and firefighting 

services.

Widespread wildfires generated smog 
that created hazardous air quality, 
threatening millions of citizens.

Annual number** of wildfire disasters, 2010–2021Countries with
wildfire disasters*
Month(s) in 2021
during which fire(s)
occurred

*Declared wildfire disasters 
with human impact (deaths, 
displacement, destruction)

● 10 or more people 
reported killed

● 100 or more people 
reported affected

● Declaration of a 
state of emergency

● Call for international 
assistance 

**Total number of wildfire 
events per year that 
fulfill at least one of the 
following CRED criteria:
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International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction promotes a global culture of risk-awareness and disaster reduction. Due to climate change, weather-related 
disasters are causing more destruction and economic damage than ever before, and this is especially true for wildfire disasters. According to the European 
Space Agency, fire affects an estimated 1.5 million sq miles of Earth’s land each year (about half the size of the U.S. and larger than India). While mitigating 
climate change is a long-term global process, preventive measures and improved rapid firefighting methods can reduce the local risks and humanitarian 
impact of wildfires.
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International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction, October 13, 2021
Disaster Risks of Wildfires Increasing

Sources: Center for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters (CRED),
European Space Agency, Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System (GDACS), press reporting
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