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World Humanitarian Day (WHD) is a United Nations General Assembly-designated day dedicated to the 
recognition of humanitarian personnel and those who have lost their lives working for humanitarian causes.  
Commemorated on the 19th of August, it marks the day in 2003 when the then Special Representative of the 
UN Secretary-General to Iraq, Sérgio Vieira de Mello, and twenty-one of his colleagues were killed in the 
bombing of the UN Headquarters in Baghdad. WHD keeps the humanitarian torch burning, reminding all 
that the tragic loss of Sergio and his colleagues on that fateful day, as well as that of all personnel who have 
made the ultimate sacrifices in relieving the suffering of victims of humanitarian crises have not been in 
vain. It celebrates the passion for humanitarian work.  

The African Union Commission and the humanitarian community in Addis Ababa will be marking the 2013 
WHD under the theme ‘Helping Hands’. 

Through the 'Helping Hands' Initiative, the African Union Commission and its partners seek to recognize the 
valiant efforts of African humanitarian heroes and heroines by providing a platform for illuminating their 
efforts. The campaign will recognize those who have made a difference in their local, national and regional 
communities. 
 
‘Helping Hands’ speaks to the African tradition and humanist philosophy of Ubuntu- that one is because of 
others, and that responding to distress is not a duty but the natural reaction of human beings. Helping 
Hands will showcase stories and projects by Africans and the African Diaspora that have made great impact 
in their communities. It is an opportunity to give Africans the chance to tell their story – not only to raise 
awareness about the great humanitarian work that they have been doing to uplift communities but also to 
inspire future generations to emulate innovative and exciting approaches to making a difference.  
 
Join us on 19 August 2013 in commemorating World Humanitarian Day by lending a helping hand to 
alleviate suffering. Get in touch and tell us about your experiences or a story that inspired you, before 
World Humanitarian Day through: 

WHO?                                                                                                                                                                                    
Are you an African or an African in the Diaspora with a humanitarian story to tell? This competition has two 
categories: Media and Non-Media 
 
Media: 

1) If you are a Journalist who has covered a documentary/ feature story on emergency 
response/humanitarian activities/ humanitarian projects (between August 2012- July 2013), please 
share it with us. 

 
Non-Media: 

2) If you are a community worker or an activist in your community or know someone who has been/is, 
write blog, take pictures or make a video about it and share it with us. 
 

HOW?                                                                                     
It’s up to you! You are free to tell us your story in the medium of your choice - by short film (maximum 3-5 
minutes), a visual photo map or a short story (max. 1000 words). We will use social media platforms such as 
twitter and facebook to give you the chance to upload your story. 

 

WHEN? 

Submission End of August 2013  

The first 26 submissions may be screened to high-level audience of politicians and decision makers. 
 



The Top 26 heroes/projects/stories will receive continental recognition at the Africa Solidarity Launch 
12th/13th September 2013 and the Top 6 will win a trip to New York to the General Assembly of the United 
Nations. 

SUBMISSION: 
You can upload your story on the following platforms: 

• E-mail: africashelpinghands@gmail.com   
• Twitter: https://twitter.com/AfricaHumanHub  
• Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/pages/African-Humanitarian-Hub/396278090481567  
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