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Highlights 

 Humanitarian assistance delivered to Darayya and 
Douma for the first time since 2012 and 2014 
respectively. 

 Over 16,000 people displaced by fighting since 27 
May in the northern Aleppo countryside 

 SDF offensive on ISIL-held areas of Menbij in 
eastern Aleppo countryside displaces more than 
20,000 people and threatens to displace up to 
216,000 people 

 Dozens killed and wounded in airstrikes on Idleb 
city, including damage to health facilities 

 Suicide attacks in Tartous and Lattakia kill and 
injure hundreds  

 More than 592,000 besieged in Syria, as UN adds 
Al-Wa’er to its list of besieged locations amid 
deterioration of conditions in the enclave 

 Further access restrictions on Khan El Shieh and surrounding areas 

13.5 M 
People in need 

13.5 M 
Targeted for assistance 

6.5 M 
Internally displaced 

4.8 M 
Refugees in neighbouring 

countries 

Situation Overview 
An increase in fighting in several areas of the north resulted in dozens of civilian casualties and the displacement of 
thousands during the reporting period. Populations throughout the northern countryside of Aleppo have been 
particularly impacted by fighting between parties to the conflict, displacing thousands to areas along the Turkish 
border. In Idleb Governorate, an intensifying aerial campaign has resulted in the displacement of several thousand 
families from Idleb city, as well as the destruction of health and educational facilities in locations across the 
governorate.  
 
Against a backdrop of increased fighting, there have been positive developments as regards access to besieged 
areas, with inter-agency convoys delivering multi-sectoral assistance to Madamiyet El Sham, Daraya and Douma 
on 3, 9 and 10 June respectively. Daraya had not been reached at scale since 2012, and Douma since mid-2014. 
In a concerning development, the UN received reports of dozens of barrel bombs being dropped on Daraya the 
following day. 
 
The Al-Wa’er neighbourhood of Homs City was classified as besieged by the UN on 23 May in light of continued 
stringent restrictions on access and freedom of movement and amid reports of rapidly deterioration humanitarian 
conditions in the enclave.  
 
ISIL carried out suicide attacks against civilian targets in Tartous city and Jableh town (Lattakia), leading to fears of 
a possible rise in tensions between local populations and IDPs settled in these  two relatively peaceful areas in 
which hundreds of thousands of IDPs from conflict affected areas of the country have found refuge over the last 
years. Following a number of incidents targeting IDPs settlements that did not lead to casualties, local authorities 
increased security measures to prevent further acts of violence. 
 
On the heels of the World Humanitarian Summit held in Istanbul, Turkey on 23-24 May, UN Under-Secretary-
General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Stephen O’Brien visited Hatay, Turkey, where 
he met Syrian refugees and spoke of the commitments made by world leaders to alleviate suffering and put people 
affected by conflict and disaster at the centre of humanitarian action. 
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Access Developments 
Inter-agency convoy deliveries during the reporting period  
 
In addition to regular programming, over the reporting period, four inter-agency convoys were completed, reaching 
96,000 beneficiaries with multi-sectoral assistance and 4,000 beneficiaries with medical assistance:  
 
 

• Daraya/Madamiyet Elsham: On 1 June, the first of three planned convoys was delivered to Daraya and 
Madamiyet Elsham in Rural Damascus. The delivery to Daraya contained nutritional support for children, 
vaccines, and health items for 4,000 individuals, while food rations wheat flour, and medicines for 25,000 
people were provided to Madamiyet ElSham. An additional convoy of food assistance reached Madamiyet 

Elsham on 3 June for a total of 45,000 people.  On 9 June, a UN/SARC team delivered multi-sector 

assistance to 4,000 people in Darayya, including food assistance for 2,400.  

• Al-Houla (Homs):  On 25 May, a convoy delivered food, nutrition, WASH and education supplies to Al-
Houla for 71,000 beneficiaries. The convoy was originally scheduled for 16 May but had to be postponed 
due to a lack of final approvals.  

June inter-agency convoy plan 

From 4 June onwards, approval was granted by the Government of Syria to deliver aid to 29 out of 34 requested 
locations in response to the June plan submitted by the UN. Deliveries to 16 of these locations, where 32 per cent 
of the 1.1 million people to which the plan requested assistance, were approved in full. Deliveries to another 16 
locations, where another 32 percent of the people targeted under the plan live, were approved with conditions 
(such as limitations in supplies or reduction in number of beneficiaries. The remaining five locations (25 per cent of 
people targeted) have not yet been approved.  

As far as besieged locations is concerned, access to 17 out of 19 besieged areas was requested under the June 
plan (two other besieged locations, Deir Ez Zor and Yarmuk, were not requested as they are being covered by 
UNRWA and WFP air drops respectively). The approvals received so far are as follows:  

 

 12 locations approved in full (40 percent of people living in besieged locations targeted under the plan) 

 3 locations approved with conditions (40 percent of people targeted in besieged locations under the plan) 

 2 locations not approved (20 percent of people targeted in besieged locations under the plan) 
 

 

WFP continued airdrops over besieged Deir-ez-Zor 

Due to operational challenges beyond WFP’s control, no airdrops took place from 28-30 May. SARC, however, 
continued the distribution of food assistance already provided by WFP to registered families in the besieged 
neighborhoods. Airdrops have since resumed. As of 9 June, WFP completed 51 airdrop rotations successfully 
delivering 829 metric tons of food commodities, including chickpeas, beans, rice, as well as vegetable oil, lentils, 
bulgur wheat, salt and sugar, as well as almost 5 metric tons of UNICEF high energy biscuits, enough to cover the 
need of around 2,000 persons for one week. 

UNRWA operations in Yalda ongoing for the third week 
 
UNRWA completed the monthly round of assistance delivery to 12,000 people including Palestine refugees and 
other vulnerable civilians from Yarmouk, Yalda, Babila and Beit Sahm on 25 May. A mobile medical team also 
deployed to provide primary care and dental services to those in need. According to planning, UNRWA operations 
will resume on 12 June for a new round. 

Other Humanitarian Developments by Governorate 
Aleppo Governorate 

Fighting in northern Aleppo countryside displaces thousands of families 

Following advances made by ISIL east of Azaz town, the Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 
Cluster estimates that about 16,150 people in total have been displaced by fighting since 27 May in the northern 
countryside of Aleppo. Of this total, 15,210 people moved to camps in Azaz along the Turkish border in northern 
Aleppo. Meanwhile, 240 people arrived to Daret Azza sub-district. An estimated 700 people arrived in Azaz city, 
where they are predominantly living with host communities. Humanitarian actors are providing aid to the new 
arrivals and have scaled up their assistance in the settlements receiving new IDPs. Yazibag settlement has 
received more than 2,400 new IDPs, which has prompted one medical NGO to set up a new medical point to help 
cover the needs of the growing caseload. Other humanitarian actors have distributed 125 tents to Ar-Resala 
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settlement and 3,799 rubbish bins, 2,000 cooking stoves, 648 shelter kits, 1,133 dignity kits and 50 sanitation kits 
to new IDPs in and around Azaz town.    

Since 29 May, the Kurdish authorities in Afrin district have allowed civilians access into their areas of control from 
roads adjacent to Azaz and Mare’ towns. As such, 4,000 - 5,000 people are believed to have crossed into towns 
adjacent to Mare’ and Sheikh Issa towns after concerns for their safety were raised following ISIL’s blockading of 
the road linking Azaz and Mare’. Most of those that have been granted access to these towns are under the control 
of the Syrian Democratic Forces, including Kafar Naya and Deir Jmal. It is estimated that 5,000 civilians decided to 
stay in the town of Mare’ despite its proximity to the frontline. From a protection point of view, the safety of these 
civilians remains a major concern. 

Further constraints on humanitarian access into eastern Aleppo City 

Humanitarian access into eastern Aleppo city has been further constrained during the reporting period. Fighting 
and shelling on Al-Castello road have impeded access. During the reporting period, at least two incidents occurred 
where civilian buses traveling on the road were struck, causing several casualties. Furthermore, an airstrike 
partially destroyed Al-Shuqayif Bridge, leaving large pieces of debris on parts of the road. In eastern Aleppo city, 
shelling and airstrikes continued unabated. Partners operating in the education sector continue to provide services 
in spite of security concerns. However, partners that were planning new activities to begin this month have decided 
to postpone their launch as movement within the city is difficult.  

SDF fighting threatens to displace hundreds of thousands in eastern Aleppo countryside 

In the eastern countryside of Aleppo Governorate, an estimated 216,000 people are assessed to be at risk of 
displacement following the launch of a new offensive by the Syrian Democratic Forces on 30 May that aims to exert 
control over the ISIL-held Menbij town. Up to 22,000 people may have already been displaced. Some 8,000 people 
have reportedly moved out of Menbij town and surrounding villages towards the Jarablous border crossing point, 
while an estimated 13,500 people have left Abu Qalqal sub-district into Menbij sub-district and beyond. According 
to NSAG sources, an estimated 200 families were displaced to territories regarded as safe areas behind conflict 
lines in Ain Al-Arab district. Further displacement trajectories are expected to be in the direction of Al-Bab town and 
Azaz Sub-district. Given past incidents whereby ISIL prevented civilians from leaving areas under its control, IDPs 
might face impediments to move freely to their place of choice. 

Idleb Governorate 

Increased airstrikes and deteriorating humanitarian conditions 

Since 30 May, a surge in airstrikes has been reported in Idleb Governorate, specifically in Idleb City. On 30 May, 
airstrikes struck multiple locations in the city, resulting in at least 50 fatalities. The national hospital, Avicenna 
hospital and an ambulance fleet were among medical facilities impacted by aerial attacks. Furthermore, two 
ambulances were destroyed, leading to severe gaps in referral services. Since 30 May, an estimated 3,000 families 
have been displaced from the city, with the majority moving towards adjacent towns in the countryside. It is 
assessed that displacement from the city will be temporary, based on the dynamics of the population movement 
and the past trends, where the people move and wait to assess the situation prior to deciding their further 
movements.   

The vaccination campaign, which started on 26 May, had been suspended until 4 June, pending improvement of 
the security situation throughout the governorate. This came in the aftermath of an attack that impacted the 
vaccination centre in Kafr Takharim town on 31 May. In terms of needs, the head of the health directorate noted 
four main hospitals throughout the governorate that required financial support. For example, the hospital in Jisr 
Ash-Shugur town is the only remaining facility that is fully staffed and equipped. Due to lack of financial support, 
however, medical and emergency cases in the area have to be transferred to the nearest operational hospital in the 
district, which is more than 12 kilometres away from Jisr Ash-Shugur town. 

Humanitarian partners operating in the education sector reported that activities are ongoing but school officials are 
closely monitoring the security situation. Other partners operating in and around Idleb city reported the suspension 
of education activities due to heightened security concerns. One security incident involving educational facilities 
occurred on 31 May, when airstrikes struck a kindergarten in the town of Kafr Nobol. As the airstrike took place 
early in the morning, no casualties were reported. However, the building sustained major structural damages.    
 
Tartous / Lattakia governorates 
 
Suicide attacks in Tartous and Jableh kill and injure hundreds in areas where hundreds of thousands of 
displaced people have found refuge in the last years. 
 
On 23 May 2016, a series of explosions hit Tartous and Jableh, killing at least 130 people and injuring more than 
200. The attacks in Tartous were met with some violent reactions directed toward the local IDP community, and two 
of the IDP shelters in Tartous (Al Karnak Shelter in south Tartous and Sport City) were attacked. A total of 17 tents 
were set on fire but no casualties were reported. Al Karnak Shelter houses around 230 families and Sport City 
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around 62 families, most of them hailing from Idleb or Aleppo. Some IDPs took temporary shelter with friends or 
relatives at either other collective shelters or rented houses.   
 
Government forces have beefed up protection for and security around IDP settlements and the Governor has 
called for calm. UNHCR has committed to rehabilitating the destroyed tents. There is an estimated 650,000 IDPs 
that have found refuge in Tartous and Lattakia over the years. The arrival of hundreds of thousands of displaced 
people fleeing conflict to the coastal governorates over the last year has stretched public services in an 
environment where livelihoods opportunities are increasingly scarce, making greater at-scale support to service 
delivery, resilience and livelihood activities by the international community an urgent priority. 

 
Homs Governorate 
 
Al-Wa’er considered besieged  
 
Against a backdrop of stringent restriction to commercial and humanitarian access, as well as freedom of 
movement, and renewed shelling of the area since early March, the United Nations added Al-Wa’er neighborhood 
of Homs city on to its list of besieged areas. The dire lack of food commodities inside Al-Wa’er has reportedly 
resulted in increased levels of malnutrition. From 1 January to 30 April 2016, an NGO inside Al-Wa’er registered 
123 malnutrition cases, including 10 children under five years of age with severe acute malnutrition, 55 children 
under five years with moderate acute malnutrition, and 58 pregnant and lactating women with moderate 
malnutrition. Though the UN has not been able to undertake screening to verify the reported malnutrition rates, the 
NGO expects that there are many more, undiagnosed cases of malnutrition in the city, especially amongst children. 
In the absence of sustained humanitarian access to the city, food insecurity and malnutrition rates are expected to 
rise  

 
On 28 May, five days after Al-Wa’er was officially classified as besieged, a local NGO obtained approval from the 
GoS to deliver 2,400 bags of milk for infants and children in the area. On 1 June, based on the request of local 
authorities, SARC delivered 500 food rations, 500 bags of wheat flour, 500 bags of baby milk, as well as medicines 
and 270 plumpy doses (nutrition supplement) into Al-Wa’er. Based on the request of the local authorities, Aoun 
NGO delivered 170 baby diapers, four cartons of sanitary napkins, and an unconfirmed quantity of medicines. The 
SARC and Aoun deliveries only cover around 3.3 per cent of the needs of Al-Wa’er’s 75,000 residents.  
 
Damascus/Rural Damascus governorates 
 
Access situation in Madamiyet ElSham improves after local agreement 
 
As the humanitarian situation inside Madamiyet ElSham has continued to deteriorate over the last two months, with 
UNICEF estimating up to 1,000 children in the besieged town suffering from malnutrition, the local  community and 
the GoS negotiated a local agreement that is expected to contribute to improving the humanitarian situation for the 
local population.  
 
The agreement foresees the return of GoS institutions in the town, regularization or departure of armed elements, 
and the lifting of access restrictions. In implementing the agreement, the GoS has started lifting some restrictions 
on the entry of aid and commercial supplies and initiated removal of sand barriers.  
 
Further access restrictions on Khan El Shieh and surrounding areas 
 
On 28 May, GoS forces reportedly closed the last remaining access road to Khan ElShieh via AlKobri checkpoint, 
preventing the movement of civilians and commercial traffic. The closure resulted in unavailability of basic 
commodities in Khan ElShieh, affecting some 11,700 people. Zakia, Muqeilabiya and Deir Khabiyeh villages, which 
receive supplies via the same route, were also negatively impacted by the closure. The access restrictions 
coincided with deteriorating security conditions and the reported displacement of dozens of families from Deir 
Khabiyeh town and its surrounding areas to the nearby town of Zakia. 

Dar’a/Quneitra/As-Sweida governorates 
 
Clashes and aerial bombardment continue to place civilian populations at risk 
During the reporting period, aerial bombardment continued to affect civilians in northwestern Dar’a and northern 
Quneitra governorates, as well as Dar’a City and neighboring Um Mayathen. In Mseifra, shelling was reported to hit 
an IDP settlement, resulting in several civilian casualties. No major new displacement has been reported to date, 
but OCHA and partners continue to monitor the situation. 
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Southern Syria’s only source of pure water at risk of contamination 
 
During the reporting period, humanitarian partners expressed concern that the south’s only source of pure water is 
at risk of contamination. More specifically, local WASH actors lamented the lack of investment in wastewater 
systems and the consequent risk of contamination. Long-term projects for the construction of wastewater treatment 
plants in southern Syria were never completed, and the wastewater collected by the mains continues to be 
dispersed into the environment. New established settlements, like Zayzoun camp, do not have a sewage collection 
system installed. 
 
 

Key Humanitarian Reports and Updates 
OCHA: Cross-Border Humanitarian Reach and Activities from Turkey (as of April 2016)  
UNHCR: Ramadan puts despair of millions of Syrians into sharp focus 
FAO/IMMAP: Agricultural Stress Index (ASI): % of cropland area affected by drought per Governorate region (May 
2016) 
UN Security Council: Letter dated 27 May 2016 from the Secretary-General addressed to the President of the 
Security Council - Progress in the elimination of the Syrian chemical weapons programme (S/2016/494) 
OCHA: Flash Update Developments in Eastern Aleppo, Menbij (as of 4 June 2016) 
Women's International League for Peace and Freedom: Violations against women in Syria and the disproportionate 
impact of the conflict on them 
Amnesty International: No safe refuge: Asylum-seekers and refugees denied effective protection in Turkey 
WHO: Reports on Attacks on Health Care in Emergencies 
Médecins Sans Frontières: Syria: "We Hope the War will Come to an End and the Bloodshed Will Stop. But, it 
Seems it’s not Likely to Happen Soon." 
OCHA: Joint Statement by Resident/Humanitarian Coordinator for Syria and Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for 
the Syria Crisis on the safety and protection of civilians in northern Aleppo Damascus and Amman, 30 May 2016 
OCHA: Emergency Relief Coordinator urges greater humanitarian support for Syrians in need 
OCHA: Visit by UN Humanitarian Chief Stephen O’Brien to Hatay, Southern Turkey 
World Humanitarian Summit: Chair’s Summary 
IRIN: Q&A with Peter Maurer: Respect the rules of war or pay the price 
 
 
 

For further information, please contact: 

Sebastien Trives, Head of OCHA Syria, trives@un.org 

Trond Jensen, Head of OCHA Turkey, jensen8@un.org 

Sarah Muscroft, Head of OCHA Jordan, muscroft@un.org 

Helena Fraser, Head of OCHA Regional Office for the Syria Crisis, fraser@un.org 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/syria  www.reliefweb.int 
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