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WEST AFRICA Special Report   July 2013 
 

 Conflict continues to disrupt Nigerian markets; elevated levels of food insecurity in neighboring areas  
 

KEY MESSAGES 
 
• A February 2013 FEWS NET West Africa Alert raised concerns that prices could increase atypically during the April-to-

September period given conflict and flood-related market disruptions in Nigeria. Subsequent market behavior has 
followed expected trends, as indicted in a May 2013 Special Report. FEWS NET participated in a joint market 
assessment in June 2013 to better understand staple food market behavior and stock levels, as well as their 
implications for acute food security outcomes.  
 

• Despite high food prices in Nigeria and border areas of neighboring countries, private traders in the marketing system 
appear to have responded effectively to this year’s atypical conditions. Burkina Faso played a more prominent role in 
supplying structurally-deficit areas of western Niger than previously anticipated. Despite these increased trade flows, 
there have been no impacts on local price levels in Burkina Faso due to the availability of stocks from above-average 
2012 production.  

 
• FEWS NET expects prices to be below their respective 2012 levels through December 2013 in areas of West Africa with 

good 2013/14 production prospects and above-average carryover stocks. The opposite is true in areas that continue to 
be directly affected by conflict in Nigeria and areas with below-average carryover stocks.  

 
• Conflict in northeastern Nigeria continues to disrupt local and cross-border staple food and livestock markets. 

Atypically high cereal prices are negatively affecting household purchasing power during the lean season (June – 
September). Crisis (IPC Phase 3) food security outcomes are currently present in Borno and Yobe states of Nigeria. 
Neighboring areas of Niger (Diffa) are experiencing Stressed (IPC Phase 2) outcomes.  

 
• Higher-than-average income levels earned by poor households in northwestern Nigeria and western and central Niger 

during the 2012/13 consumption year have offset the effects of abnormally high staple food prices. Above-average 
cash crop production and price levels in late 2012 have played a particularly important role in absorbing price increases 
and maintaining Minimal (IPC Phase 1) acute food insecurity in these areas.  

 
CONTEXT 
 
The 2012/13 agricultural season was generally good across most of West Africa. However despite relatively favorable crop 
production levels in most countries, FEWS NET identified two abnormalities in Nigeria in early 2013 that were expected to 
have negative consequences on the West African marketing system, particularly in the eastern marketing basin

1
:  

 
• 2012 flooding in Nigeria: Heavy rainfall levels during the 2012 rainy season in Nigeria resulted in atypically widespread 

and intense flooding, particularly in north-central Nigeria and along the Niger and Benue Rivers. This caused a six 
percent decline in cereal and tuber production in Nigeria compared to the five-year average. Although harvests in the 
rest of the eastern marketing basin were 24 percent greater than average, the losses in Nigeria were expected to 
reduce food availability elsewhere in the basin during the 2012/13 marketing year. FEWS NET was particularly 
concerned about food availability and access prospects in areas of Niger that depend on Nigeria, in a structural way, 
during the lean season.  
 

                                                 
1 The eastern marketing basin consists of Benin, Chad, Nigeria, and Niger. 

http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/west_alert_02_2012_nigeria_flood_impacts%5b1%5d.pdf
http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/West_SR_Nigeria%20Impact_050413.pdf
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• Civil insecurity: Boko Haram-related civil insecurity has restricted population movements, made traders reluctant to 
work in affected areas, and increased transportation and transaction costs in northeastern Nigeria. In addition, the 
declaration of a state of emergency on May 14th, 2013 in Borno, Adamawa, and Yobe also resulted in border closure 
with Chad, parts of Cameroon, and parts of Niger. Consequently, market activities (trade flows of cereals, cash crops, 
and livestock) were below-average in northeastern Nigeria, as well as in neighboring areas of southeastern Niger and 
southwestern and west central Chad.  

 
In May 2013, FEWS NET conducted a regional market analysis to better understand the most likely implications of 
widespread flooding and civil insecurity on market behavior, including livestock and cereal prices, through the end of the 
lean season in August/September 2013. This analysis found that since March 2013, tubers (cassava and yams) and cereals 
(millet and maize) prices had been atypically high on key markets in the eastern marketing basin due to weak supply and an 
increased household and institutional demand. Atypical trade flows were observed within the basin, particularly in 
structurally food-deficit areas of Niger that were relying less on typical trade flows from surplus-producing areas of Nigeria 
and more on atypical flows (in terms of direction and magnitude) of maize and millet from Benin and the central marketing 
basin

2
. These atypical trade flows were attributed to above-normal prices at typical source markets in Nigeria resulting in 

weak price differentials between markets in Niger and Nigeria, combined with elevated transaction costs due to civil 
insecurity. 
 
As part of the analysis conducted in May, FEWS NET projected that prices would increase in an atypical manner across most 
of the region between May and the end of the agricultural lean season in September because market demand would 
exceed supply. The highest prices were expected to be seen in zones that either were already affected by disruptions to the 
Nigerian marketing system or in zones that would likely be directly affected over the next several months (Tiers I and II in 
Figure 1). In these areas, prices were projected to increase at a rate faster than the average seasonal trend. FEWS NET also 
projected that atypical price increases would occur in areas that were expected to become atypical source markets during 
the 2012/13 consumption year (Tier 3 in Figure 1).  
 
Since May 2013, staple food prices in the region have generally been in line with FEWS NET’s projections. However, these 
projections were based on a number of “most likely scenario” assumptions for market behavior (including trade flows and 
stock levels). FEWS NET’s projections were therefore dependent on assumptions that, if found to be incorrect, would 
change FEWS NET’s understanding of market functioning, food prices, and household food access through the end of the 
consumption year in September 2013.  
 

JOINT ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY 
 
To better understand the validity of FEWS NET’s assumptions (as well as its projections for food availability and prices for 
cereals and livestock), a second joint assessment was carried out by CILSS, WFP, FAO, FEWS NET, and partners (the national 
market information systems) in the period leading up to the lean season in May/June 2013. The objective of this 
assessment was to determine the current capacity of cereal stocks in the region to satisfy projected lean season increases in 
demand for cereals and tubers – particularly in zones where cereals from Nigeria normally make up an important portion of 
market supply. This assessment updated the previous analysis conducted in January/February 2013 and allowed 
participants to better understand cereals availability by examining relative stock levels (at the household, cooperative, and 
trader levels) compared to a normal year. The results of this assessment also allowed for the identification of additional 
abnormalities in stock levels and trader behavior, and anticipate changes in supply, demand, and prices.  
 
The rapid assessment was conducted June 2 – 12, 2013 on six key marketing axes (western Niger-northern Benin, Burkina 
Faso, east central Niger, northwestern Nigeria, and Chad). During field visits, the assessment teams interviewed key 
informants (traders, households and agricultural experts) and gathered general information on stock levels, current supply 
and demand and their expected evolution over the lean season, and household incomes levels. Interviewees were also 
asked to give their opinion on traders’ capacity to destock and price levels during the upcoming lean season.   
 

 

 

 

                                                 
2 The central marketing basin consists of Mali, Burkina Faso, Togo, Ghana, et Cote d’Ivoire.  

http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/West_SR_Nigeria%20Impact_050413.pdf
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Figure 1. Tiers of impact due to marketing system disruptions in Nigeria 

 
                                                                                                                                                                            Source: FEWS NET 

 

JOINT ASSESSMENT KEY FINDINGS 
 
Findings from the assessment can be divided into two broad categories: those anticipated by previous FEWS NET analysis 
and those that were unexpected, given FEWS NET’s previous understanding of the marketing system. Despite high food 
prices in Nigeria and border areas of neighboring countries, private traders in the marketing system appear to have 
responded effectively to this year’s atypical conditions. In general, FEWS NET analysis had accurately anticipated the 
persistent effects of market disruptions in Nigeria and neighboring areas of Niger and Chad, although FEWS NET 
underestimated the role that Burkinabe staple food stocks would play in supplying structurally-deficit parts of Niger. The 
following summarizes the key findings of the assessment. Maps illustrating price levels and trade flows (including key 
anomalies) as of May 2013 are presented in the Annex.   
 
Insecurity  
• Civil insecurity continues to disrupt the marketing systems in northern and northeastern Nigeria and bordering areas of 

Niger and Chad. However, FEWS NET did not anticipate that the Nigerian government would declare a state of 
emergency on May 14, 2013 for Borno, Yobe, and Adamawa states, which brought an increased number of troops, 
airstrikes, roadblocks, border closures with neighboring countries, disruptions to telecommunication networks, and 
curfews to the region. This insecurity continues to disrupt livestock and cash crop markets in west central Chad that 
typically sell to Nigeria. Prices for those products in affected areas remain low. In addition, food availability and access 
remain a source of concern in isolated areas surrounding Diffa, in southeastern Niger, which typically rely heavily on 
food sourced from Nigeria.  

 

Stock levels  
• Higher than anticipated stock levels in Burkina Faso, due to above-average production in 2012/13, have continued to 

contribute to relatively low and atypically stable or declining prices well into the lean season in some areas.  
• Stocks from above-average off-season sorghum production (harvested in May) were higher than anticipated and were 

available in Nigeria as of mid-May when the state of emergency was declared in the northeast. Stock levels in the 
Sahelian zone of Chad were above-average and greater than previously understood while staple food stock levels in the 

Impact of disruptions to Nigerian agricultural marketing system 
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Sudanian zone were low and consistent with our previous analysis, with abnormally high contributions from the Central 
African Republic (CAR) and Cameroon to local market supply.   

 
Trade 
• Traders in Benin anticipated much tighter market supplies over 2012/13 and purchased grain at high prices during the 

post-harvest period in 2012. They have since been discouraged to lower their prices in an effort to cover their costs 
from earlier in the marketing year. Those high prices have resulted in low price differentials and lower than anticipated 
trade flows between Benin and Niger. Benin continues to supply Nigeria with above-average levels of maize, 
particularly to the coastal poultry-production zones. This last finding is consistent with FEWS NET’s earlier analysis. 

• FEWS NET anticipated that Burkina Faso might play a more important role in regional marketing because of relatively 
strong supply and low prices, particularly in the eastern parts of the country. Trade flows between Burkina Faso and 
Niger have been higher than previously anticipated over this marketing year, with no impact on prices in source 
markets because of relatively abundant food availability in those areas. 

• FEWS NET underestimated the strength of social relations between traders in south-central Niger and northern Nigeria. 
Sorghum trade flows, as substitute to maize and millet, have increased between these two areas despite very high 
source market prices. Sorghum trade flows from Gusau and Gashua areas of Nigeria into Niger were greater than 
anticipated because of good localized sorghum production levels in Nigeria, relative calm along key cross-border 
marketing corridors, and increased demand in Niger due to favorable relative prices of sorghum vis-à-vis millet and 
maize.  

 

Institutional purchases  
• FEWS NET anticipated institutional procurement late in the marketing year because of atypically low government 

security stocks levels. These purchases have not occurred on a large scale.  
 

Prices  
• FEWS NET’s maize and millet price projections (developed in May 2013) underestimated June and July price levels 

observed in Nigeria and neighboring parts of Niger and overestimated price levels in Benin, Burkina Faso, Mali, and 
Chad. These differences are largely attributed to the factors outline above, including lower or higher stock-levels than 
previously anticipated, unanticipated trade flows, and a lack of large-scale institutional purchases.  

 
KEY ASSUMPTIONS AND PRICE PROJECTIONS THROUGH DECEMBER 2013  
 
Information collected during the May and June joint field assessments serve to update FEWS NET’s market and price 
assumptions through December 2013. Assumptions about the underlying factors driving prices through December 2013 can 
be broadly categorized as conflict, agro-climatology and production patterns, carryover stock levels, and purchase behavior.   
 
 

 

 

Table 1. Key assumptions underlying FEWS NET’s staple food price projections through December 2013  

Category Assumption Implications 

Conflict Status quo  Marketing systems will remain disrupted in conflict-
affected areas of northeastern Nigeria (and border areas 
of neighboring countries) and northern Mali.  

Agro-climatology 
 

Abnormal dryness in bi-modal Ghana, Togo 
and Ivory Coast. 

Late and below-average July to August harvests possible 
in bi-modal areas, particularly for maize.  

Average agro-climatic conditions 
elsewhere in the region, despite a late 
start of season in central Burkina Faso and 
northern Nigeria.  

Average and on-time harvests elsewhere in the region. 

Minimal locust presence Minimal and localized crop damages due to locusts that 
will have no major impacts on national crop production 
levels. 
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Market supply Above-average carryover stocks in surplus-
producing areas of Mali, Burkina Faso, and 
Benin. Below-average carryover stocks in 
surplus-producing areas of Nigeria and 
Chad. 

Market supplies will be greatest in areas with the most 
robust carryover stocks.  

Late and below-average harvests in coastal 
bi-modal countries  

 Limited trade flows into the central and western part of 
the eastern basin in August-September.  

Harvests expected to be average and 
delayed in central and northern Nigeria in 
October; trade flows will begin moving 
northward starting in October.  

Trade flows from Nigeria into structurally deficit Niger 
will likely look similar to 2012/13. 

Market demand  Average purchases of small and medium-
sized livestock in preparation for Tabaski in 
mid-October.  

Normal price increases expected for small and medium-
sized ruminants.  

Average cash crop and livestock revenues. Household level purchasing power will be average.  

Financing for institutional and industrial 
staple food purchases will be normal. 

Institutional and industrial demand likely to occur during 
the post-harvest period (November/December) at 
average levels.  

Below-average cereals, oilseeds, and 
livestock demand in conflict-affected areas 
of Nigeria.  

Below average demand in border areas of neighboring 
countries.  
 

Source: FEWS NET 

The qualitative assumptions above along with our understanding of current and historical price trends are key inputs into 
FEWS NET’s nominal price projections through December 2013 (Tables 2 and 3). Overall, FEWS NET expects prices to be 
below their respective 2012 levels in areas with good 2013/14 production prospects and above-average carryover stocks, 
while the opposite is true in areas that continue to be affected directly by conflict in Nigeria, areas with below-average 
carryover stocks, and areas with poor production prospects this year.  
 

Table 2. FEWS NET price projections for millet on key West African markets 

MARKET  

OUAGADOUGOU, 
BURKINA FASO 
(XOF/KG) 

SEGOU, 
MALI 
(XOF/KG) 

MOUNDOU, 
TCHAD (XAF/KG) 

KANO, 
NIGERIA 
(NGN/100 KG ) 

MARADI, 
MILLET 
(XOF/KG) 

DECEMBER 2013 PROJECTION  270-280 140-150 190-200 8,500-8,750 250-265 

DECEMBER 2012  270 159 220 6,400 217 

% DIFFERENCE 4% -7% -8% 35% 19% 

DECEMBER FIVE YR AVG 193 136 184 4,682 157 

% DIFFERENCE  46% 9% 9% 86% 64% 
Source: FEWS NET 

Table 3. FEWS NET price projections for maize on key West African markets 

MARKET  

OUAGADOUGOU, 
BURKINA FASO 

(XOF/KG) 

SIKASSO, 
MALI 

(XOF/KG) 
BOL TCHAD 

(XAF/KG) 

KANO, 
NIGERIA 

(NGN/100 KG ) 

MALANVILLE, 
BENIN 

(XOF/KG) 

DECEMBER 2013 PROJECTION  135-145 125-135 130-140 7,250-7,500 165-175 

DECEMBER 2012  165 134 130 6,300 150 

% DIFFERENCE 15% -5% 3% 15% 15% 

DECEMBER FIVE YR AVG 148 131 146 5,084 128 

% DIFFERENCE  -5% -2% -8% 43% 34% 
Source: FEWS NET 
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FOOD SECURITY IMPLICATIONS  
 
In general, FEWS NET’s updated market assumptions and price projections will not significantly change the projected 
household-level food security outcomes outlined in FEWS NET’s May 2013 special report. The following describes both 
where and to what extent disruptions to the Nigerian marketing system will impact acute food security in the region:  
 
In conflict-affected areas of Nigeria, particularly Borno and Yobe states, ongoing civil insecurity, as well as security 
measures relating to the state of emergency have significantly increased trader transaction costs, thereby reducing staple 
food trade flows. Food prices are currently above the five-year average and rising. For example, June 2013 millet prices at 
the Damasak market in Borno state increased 15 percent compared to May 2013 and 16 percent compared to June 2012. 
Atypical price increases are expected to continue until the start of the main harvest in late September/early October. Prices 
will then stabilize or decline during the post-harvest period although at a slower rate than usual due to low carryover 
stocks. Conflict-related disruptions to livestock markets will also cause below-average livestock demand during most of the 
scenario period, with the exception of the holiday period around Tabaski (mid-October) and the end of the year holidays 
(December). These factors, combined with the fact that poor household became market dependant earlier than normal this 
year as a result of conflict-related disruptions to the 2012 agricultural season, will cause households in these two states to 
have difficulty accessing food without rapidly depleting livelihood assets. Consequently, poor household will face Crisis (IPC 
Phase 3) food insecurity through the end of September. Harvests in late September/early October will then replenish 
household and market food stocks and will improve household food access during the harvest and post-harvest period. As a 
result, poor households will face Minimal/None (IPC Phase 1) acute food insecurity between October and December.  
 
In other areas of northern and central Nigeria, including areas along the Benue and Niger River floodplains and flood 
prone areas of northcentral Nigeria, staple food prices are also well above last year’s levels and are expected to increase 
until the next main harvest in September, limiting household food access during the lean season. After September, prices 
are expected to decline through December, although at a slower rate than seasonally normal due to below-average 
carryover stocks. In flood-affected areas where households have had significantly below-average food stocks and income 
sources due to flood-related losses to both crops and infrastructure, poor households will remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2) 
until September. Households in these areas will face Minimal/None (IPC Phase 1) food insecurity during the October and 
December harvest and post-harvest periods as food availability and access improve. In southern areas of Nigeria not 
affected by flooding, income levels are normal and early harvests that have already begun. This will ensure Minimal (IPC 
Phase 1) food insecurity during the entire outlook period (July to December). 
 
In Niger, the combined effects of ongoing interannual food assistance programs (subsidized cereal sales and free 
distribution), carryover stocks from strong 2012 harvests for both cereals and profitable cash crops, as well as normal to 
above-average wages earned from casual on-farm labor are allowing households throughout the country to absorb price 
increases and maintain Minimal (IPC Phase 1) food insecurity. Staple food availability is stable and within normal levels in 
agropastoral zones in western Niger bordering Mali, and have recovered from the constrained food access and availability 
experienced in 2012. The timely onset of the rainy season has allowed for good wage earning and facilitated market access 
during the lean season. 
 
In eastern Niger, specifically agropastoral livelihoods zones in Diffa region and pastoral areas in Nguigmi, cross-border 
cereals and livestock market disruptions, as well as reduced labor migration due to insecurity across the border in Nigeria 
have constrained household purchasing power. Due to insecurity in supply areas across the border, cereal flows into Niger 
are lower, resulting in increased prices for all staple foods and increased sorghum consumption as a substitute for millet. 
Agropastoral households with lower than usual cash resources are unable to satisfy their food needs through market 
purchases. For pastoral households, a significant decline in terms of trade due to oversupply of livestock in areas where 
Nigerian refugees have settled with their herds, and decreased incentives for livestock traders have reduced animal values 
by up to 24 percent. Combined with higher than usual prices, terms of trade are 40 percent lower than average. Due to the 
combined factors of lower than usual seasonal revenues and increasing cereal prices, poor pastoral and agropastoral 
households in these areas are facing Stressed (IPC Phase 2) acute food insecurity outcomes.  
 
In Chad, above-average 2012 cereal production in the Sahelian zone caused larger-than-normal trader stock levels and 
relatively stable prices at the start of the lean season in June. Through the remainder of the lean season, prices in this zone 
will increase slightly as stocks levels decline, before falling in late September/early October as new harvests replenish both 
market and household food stocks. Widespread flooding in 2012 in the Sudanian zone led to below-average crop 
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production. As a result, household and market food stocks levels are currently below-average and staple food prices are 
rising atypically fast. For example, June millet prices at Moundou were 14 percent above the previous month’s levels and 12 
percent above the five-year average. Through the remainder of the rainy season, poor road conditions in this zone will limit 
trade from neighboring areas, further restricting market supplies. As a result, prices are expected to continue to rise at an 
atypical rate until the start of harvests in September. At that time, prices will then stabilize or decline through the end of 
the Outlook period in December. In western, border areas of both the Sudanian and Sahelian zones, cash crop and livestock 
demand is expected to continue to be weaker than is seasonally normal due to conflict-related marketing disruptions in 
northeastern Nigeria. However, relatively normal incomes from other sources will help to offset these slightly below-
average livestock income levels, causing the impacts on food security to be minimal. Poor households in areas affected by 
2012 flooding in the Sudanian zone will face Stressed (IPC Phase 2) acute food insecurity outcomes through the remainder 
of the lean season until September. In other areas, households will face Minimal/None (IPC Phase 1) outcomes through 
December 2013.   
 
In Burkina Faso, higher than previously anticipated household and trade staple food stocks have caused prices to remain 
stable or be in decline at the beginning of the lean season, contrary to normal seasonal trends. Burkina Faso will continue to 
supply markets in Niger at atypically levels until harvests begin in September/October, although this will have minimal to no 
impacts on food prices in Burkina Faso. Above-average carryover stocks and a relatively normal and on-time harvest will 
cause prices to fall sharply once harvests begin. This, combined with relatively normal income sources, will enable 
households to remain in Minimal/None (IPC Phase 1) food insecurity during the entire period.  

 
Since the establishment of MINUSMA in northern Mali, increased stability and security have returned to zones affected by 
militarized conflict in 2013. An increasingly permissive environment for economic recovery is encouraging the return of 
displaced people and refugees, particularly to urban centers. Cross border exports of cereals to Niger from production 
zones through Asongo have increased nearly four-fold when compared to a normal year in response to high demand in 
neighboring Niger. Prices for staple foods remain high compared to average but are following seasonal trends. For the first 
time since January, slight increases (+5 percent) were observed in Gao for millet, sorghum and other staples as supply in 
southern production areas tightened due to trader reticence to destock following a poor start of season in some areas. 
Commodities such as pasta, oil, and sugar are reaching local markets from Algeria in sufficient quantity despite the 
continued formal closure of the border and prices for these commodities are stable. Livestock markets are recovering 
slowly in these areas as security conditions improve and livestock body conditions rebound following a normal start of 
season in northern pastoral and agropastoral areas. Increasing numbers of wholesale livestock traders from Benin, Niger, 
and Burkina Faso are increasing demand for animals in Wabaria and Ansongo markets, driving prices to 20 percent above 
seasonal norms and improving terms of trade for pastoralists. Due to increasing prices, pastoralists are benefiting from 
increased purchasing power compared to normal, by up to 40 percent in Ansongo. Nearly 30 percent of the population in 
Gao region is receiving some form of assistance (cash, livestock, food distribution). Household food access from 
humanitarian distributions has reduced market demand in these areas, and traders are voluntarily offloading stocks to 
reduce additional losses. In addition, off-season harvests of rice are providing an additional food source, complemented by 
the slow resurgence of seasonal labor opportunities. These combined factors have improved food security outcomes to 
Stressed (IPC Phase 2) levels. 

 
Mauritania, Senegal, Sierra Leone, and Liberia are not expected to face significant market or price abnormalities relating to 
the effects of poor market functioning in Nigeria.  

 
FACTORS THAT MIGHT CHANGE THE OUTLOOK AND IMPLICATIONS  
 
Several factors could put atypical upward pressure on prices during the July through December period and potentially affect 
the food security outcomes described above (Table 4). Typically, prices decrease starting in August and September and then 
stabilize in November and December once harvests are complete. Neither of the events below (delayed harvests or early 
replenishment of trade stocks), on their own, will have major regional implications. However, the two events together with 
the below-average and late production prospects in coastal countries, could put sustained upward pressure on staple food 
prices through the July through December period, similar to what occurred during the 2011/12 marketing year. This is 
because of the importance of trade flows from countries like Ghana, the Ivory Coast, and Togo in assuring food availability 
in the Sahel in the pre-harvest period. Although production was above-average in the central basin, carryover stocks are 
likely average because of increased demand over the 2012/13 marketing year from the eastern basin.  
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Table 4. Factors that might change the outlook and implications 

Factors Implications 

Delayed or below average harvest in Sahelian countries.  
 

September and October harvest prospects could be 
negatively affected if the current dryness in central Burkina 
Faso and northern Nigeria persists. This would have the 
greatest impact on food availability in Nigeria, where 
carryover stocks are likely below average due to flood-
related losses and conflict-related disruptions to the 
marketing system.  

Atypically early run on trader stocks to replenish 
government security stocks.  
 

Government national security stocks were generally not 
fully replenished region-wide over the 2012/13 marketing 
year. If funds become available, governments could start 
replenishing stocks earlier than usual (so starting 
immediately during the harvest period in September and 
October). This could also negatively affect food availability 
during the post harvest period.  
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ANNEX  
 
Figure 2. May 2013 millet prices on key West African markets 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

 
Figure 3. May 2013 maize prices on key West African markets 

 
Source: FEWS NET 
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Figure 4. May 2013 sorghum prices on key West African markets 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

 
Figure 5. May 2013 millet trade flows on key West African markets 

 
Source: FEWS NET 
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Figure 6. May 2013 maize trade flows on key West African markets 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

 
Figure 7. May 2013 sorghum trade flows on key West African markets 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

 


