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Normal start in bi-modal zone and a good progression of the season in Guinean-Sudanian zone 
 
KEY MESSAGES 
 
• February to April rainfall estimates (RFE) indicate that the 

onset of rains occurred earlier than normal this season with 
generally above normal rainfall levels in the bi-modal zone, 
as well as the southern part of the Guinean-Sudanian zone. 
According to medium term forecasts, an on time or early 
onset of the rains is expected for the northern part of the 
Guinean-Sudanian zone. 
 

• Current climatic conditions are favorable to crop 
development in the bi-modal zone and southern Guinean-
Sudanian area and for the normal start of agricultural 
activities in May in the northern areas of the Guinean-
Sudanian zone. 

 
UPDATE ON SEASONAL PROGRESS 
 
• So far, this season has been characterized by: 

o an early onset of the rains in the bi-modal and the 
southern half of the Guinean-Sudanian zone 

o continuously above-average rainfall since the onset 
of the rains in most areas, except for coastal areas 
of Ghana and Cote d'Ivoire where slight to moderate 
dryness has been seen (Figures 1 and 2). 

 
• The onset of the rains in the western part of the Guinea-

Sudanian zone (Sierra Leone, western Guinea and Guinea 
Bissau) has not yet occurred. However, this is not a source of 
concern as rains in these areas do not normally start until 
May. Meanwhile, rains during the first two dekads1

dekads of frequent and above-normal rainfall levels have resulted in soil moisture conditions that could be adequate to 
sustain crop needs for sowing.  

 of April 
continue to progress northward into parts of the Sudanian-
Sahelian zone (Burkina Faso and areas eastward). Over 
eastern Burkina Faso and western Niger, two consecutive 

 
• The relatively good soil conditions in the region, due to the above-average rainfall conditions, have had the following 

impacts on agricultural activities: 
o Favorable conditions for perennial crops, such as cocoa and coffee, in the bi-modal zone and southern 

parts of the Guinean zone. 

                                                 
1 Dekad: a technical term that designates a ten-day period for the first (days 1 to 10) and second (days 11 to 20) dekads of the month and 
an 8 to 11 day period for the third dekad of the month, depending on the length of the month.  

Figure 1. Total rainfall estimate (RFE) in mm, 2nd 
dekad of Feb to 2nd dekad of April  

 
 

Source: USGS/FEWS NET  
 
Figure 2. Rainfall estimate (RFE) anomaly compared 
to the 2001-2010 mean, 2nd dekad of Feb to 2nd dekad 
of April

 
 

Source: USGS/FEWS NET  
  

More information on remote sensing can be found at:  
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/african_desk/cpc_intl/ and  
http://earlywarning.usgs.gov/?l=en  
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o Good conditions for the growth of first season crops, such as maize, yam, and cassava, in the bi-modal and 
southern areas of the Guinean zone. Consequently, the prospects look good for an average to above-
average harvest in July.   

o Adequate soil moisture conditions for planting annual crops in the rest of the Guinean-Sudanian zone. 
 

• Due to the April rainfall levels that have created adequate soil moisture conditions for sowing crops in Western Niger 
and Eastern Burkina Faso, some farmers are already starting to sow millet, two months earlier than normal. While 
millet is generally known for its resilience during dry conditions, long dry spells are likely in these areas between now 
and the end of June. If these dry spells occur, farmers who have planted early will likely need to re-plant later in the 
season.  

 
• According to the short and medium term forecasts from NOAA/CPC, rainfall is expected to continue over the next two 

weeks with no dry spells. The forecast also calls for a good northward progression of rains into the eastern part of the 
Sahel including northern Nigeria, northern Cameroon and agropastoral areas of Chad, improving the prospect for an 
early start of the rainy season in these areas. 
 

FORECASTS 
 
• Seasonal forecasts from the major centers (IRI, ECMWF, NOAA-NCEP) for the next several 3-month periods (May-July, 

June-August, July-September and August-October) are low skill but are not showing abnormalities that would suggest 
major rainfall deficits in the coming months over most of the region, except for an area over the Guineas, Sierra Leone 
and Liberia and another area covering southern Ghana. For the first area (Guineas, Sierra Leone and Liberia), there is a 
slight increased chance of below-normal rainfall during the July-August and August-October periods. In addition for the 
second area (southern Ghana), below-normal rainfall is forecasted for the June-August, July-September and August-
October periods. Some of these forecasts are also indicating localized areas (northeastern Guinea, southern 
Mauritania, southwestern Mali, Sierra Leone, western Niger and southern Chad) with increased chances of above 
average rainfall. 

 
SEASONAL CALENDAR IN A TYPICAL YEAR 
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