
 

 

Regional mixed migration summary for May 2016 covering mixed migration events, trends and data for the 

West Africa region (Niger, Mali, Nigeria, Burkina Faso, Cote d’Ivoire, Guinea, Senegal and Liberia).  

Throughout this report the term migrant/refugee is used to cover all those involved in the mixed migration flows 

(including asylum-seekers, trafficked persons, smuggled economic migrants, refugees). If the caseload mentioned 

refers only to refugees or asylum-seekers or trafficked persons it will be clearly stated. 

 

Country 

 

  

Events / trends / data / analysis 

Niger 

 

Departure from Niger: Between February 1
st
 2016 and May 17

th
 2016, a total of 75,584 migrants 

and refugees departed from Niger to Libya, with some people also moving to Algeria. 39% of these 

departures occurred between the 3
rd

 and the 17
th 

of May, demonstrating a significant rise in the 

number of migrants and refugees departing Niger in May (source: IOM). 

 

Departure to Libya: Between May 3
rd

 and May 17
th
, 26,918 migrants and refugees reached Libya 

from Niger. This represents a 271% increase when compared with the 7,250 departures registered 

during the same period in April 2016. These movements were primarily composed of migrants and 

refugees from Nigeria (29%), Niger (20%), Senegal (19%), Gambia (16%), and Cote d’Ivoire (5%). 
These migrants and refugees are transiting through Agadez to reach Seguedine (Northern Niger) 

before crossing into Gatroun (southern Libya) (source: IOM).  

 

Departure to Algeria: Between May 3
rd

 and May 17
th
, 2,485 migrants and refugees departed from 

Niger to Algeria. This marks an increase of 117% compared with the 1,143 departures to Algeria 

during the same period in April 2016. In May 2016, outgoing migrants and refugees used the route 

from Agadez to Arlit (Niger) to reach Assamaka/In Guezzam (Algeria) (source: FMP).  

 

Arrivals from Libya: Between May 3
rd

 and May 17
th
, 7,221 migrants and refugees arrived in Niger 

from Libya, representing
 
a significant increase of 239% compared with the 2,130 arrivals during the 

same period in April 2016. People entering Niger from Libya were primarily Nigerien returnees 

(84%), Nigerian (6%), and Malian (6%) migrants and refugees. Arrivals were also recorded in 

Suguedine in Northern Niger, however the nature and modality of these arrivals (migration, 

spontaneous returns, assisted voluntary repatriation or deportation) was not specified (source: 

IOM). 

Arrivals from Algeria: Between May 3
rd

 and May 17
th
, 1,716 migrants and refugees arrived in 

Niger from Algeria. This represented an increase of 91% compared with the 896 arrivals recorded 

during the same period in April 2016. In May 2016, the arrivals from Algeria to Arlit (Northern Niger) 

accounted for 39% of Nigerien returnees, 11% of Malian, 8% of Cameroon and 7% of Burkinabe 

migrants and refugees. 
 

 

Forced Displacement in Diffa Region: In May 2016, UNHCR recorded 127,208 IDPs and 114,048 

persons displaced from Nigeria in the Diffa region in southeast Niger (source: UNHCR). This 

represents a decrease of 7% and 17% respectively compared to the figures of April 2016. However, 

despite this reduction, a report published on May 4
th
 by the International Crisis Group, highlights 

that insurgency and terror attacks may continue in some areas and may drive new displacement 

(source: ICG). 

 

Refugees in Niger: In May 2016, UNHCR recorded 225 new Malian refugee arrivals. This 

represents a 62% decrease when compared with the 605 arrivals recorded in April 2016. Between 

January and May 2016, UNHCR registered 4,724 new refugees arriving in Niger from Mali, with 

74% of these arrivals recorded between January and February 2016 (source: UNHCR). These new 

arrivals bring the total number of Malian refugees hosted in Niger to 60,473 in May 2016. In 

addition, as of May 2016, Niger hosted 82,524 Nigerian Refugees (source: UNHCR).  

 

  

http://www.rodakar.iom.int/oimsenegal/sites/default/files/NIGER_IOM_FMP_EN_report_10-17May2016.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/search/results?search=FMP
http://reliefweb.int/search/results?search=FMP
http://reliefweb.int/search/results?search=FMP
http://www.reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/FactsheetforMay2016.pdf
http://www.reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/b120-boko-haram-on-the-back-foot.pdf
http://www.reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/DashboardArriveesparmois-2016.pdf
http://www.reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/FactsheetforMay2016.pdf


 

Mali 

 

Malian Arrivals in Europe: UNHCR has reported that between January 1
st
 and May 25

th
 2016 

Malian migrants and refugees made up 7% of arrivals along the Central Mediterranean route to Italy 

(source: UNHCR). In 2016, 2,645 Malians have arrived in Italy by sea using this route. This 

represents a 30% increase in arrivals compared with the same period in 2015 (source: UNHCR). 

 

Refugees in the Neighbouring Countries: As of May 2016, there were 134,262 Malian refugees 

registered by UNHCR in neighboring countries, a decrease of 564 persons compared with April 

2016. Malian refugees are mainly hosted in Niger (45%), Mauritania (31%) and Burkina Faso (24%) 

(source: UNHCR). 

 

Returning Refugees: UNHCR facilitated the voluntary repatriation of 886 Malian refugees from 

Niger between January and May 2016. During the same period there were 143 spontaneous 

returns (source: UNHCR). Between January and the 11
th
 of May 2016 UNHCR also facilitated the 

voluntary repatriation of 1,103 Malian Refugees from Mauritania (source: UNHCR). 

 

Internal Displacement: As of May 25
th
 2016, IOM recorded 37,561 IDPs in Mali, marking an 

increase of 2% compared with the 36,762 IDPs registered in April 2016 (source: IOM). The 799 new 

IDPs were mainly displaced as the result of intercommunity clashes between the Peul and Bambara 

ethnic groups that occurred in Mopti region in May 2016 (source: OCHA).  

 

  

 

Nigeria 

 

Nigerian Arrivals in Europe: In 2016, Nigerians have so far made up 15% of the movements 

along the Central Mediterranean route and, ranked by nationality, have made up the highest 

number of arrivals in Italy. Between January 1
st
 and May 25

th
 2016 an estimated 5,668 Nigerian 

arrivals were recorded by UNHCR in Italy, representing a 22% increase compared with the 4,641 

arrivals recorded in the same period in 2015 (source: UNHCR).  

 

Readmission Agreement: A report from the Agence France Presse (AFP) released on May 11
th
 

revealed that the European Union is engaged in discussions with the Nigerian Government to 

develop a readmission agreement regarding the return and reintegration of Nigerians who fail to 

qualify as refugees fleeing war or persecution in EU countries (source: AFP).  

 

Refugees in the Neighbouring Countries: As of May 2016, UNHCR has recorded 154,950 

Nigerian refugees and asylum-seekers in neighbouring countries, with 54% hosted in Niger, 42% in 

Cameroon and 4% in Chad (source: UNHCR). 

 

Returning Refugees: Between August 2015 and May 2016, 22,098 Nigerian refugees returned 

from Cameroon to Adamawa states in Northern Nigeria. In addition, between January and April 

2016, the government of Cameroon identified 67,666 Nigerians at the border with Borno state in 

Nigeria, who had returned from Northern Cameroon (source: UNHCR). 

 

Internal Displacement: The ongoing armed conflict between Boko Haram and the Multinational 

Joint Task Force (MJTF) involving troops from Nigeria, Niger, Chad, Cameroon and Benin, has 

directly affected Borno, Adamawa, Yobe and Gombe, the four states in the North East of Nigeria. In 

May 2016, 45,461 newly displaced persons were registered by IOM, a decrease of 19% compared 

with the 55,978 newly displaced registered in April 2016 (source: IOM). As of May 9
th
, a total of 

2,155,618 IDPs were recorded in Nigeria (source: UNHCR). 

 

  

 

Burkina 

Faso 

 

Refugees in Burkina Faso: As of May 31
st
 2016, UNHCR recorded 32,229 Malian refugees 

hosted in Burkina Faso, a decrease of 2,5% compared with the 33,069 Malian Refugees registered 

in April 2016 (source: UNHCR).  

 

  

http://www.data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/country.php?id=105
http://data.unhcr.org/SahelSituation/country.php?id=501
http://www.reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MalianReturnees-RepatriationNigerV2_fr_0.pdf
http://www.reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Mauritania-UNHCROperationalUpdate-May2016%20%281%29.pdf
http://www.reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/sitrep-dtm_dnds_11.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/mali/west-and-central-africa-weekly-regional-humanitarian-snapshot-26-april-2-may-2016
http://www.data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/country.php?id=105
http://www.reliefweb.int/report/nigeria/eu-launch-talks-nigeria-take-back-migrants
http://www.reliefweb.int/report/nigeria/nigeria-unhcr-monthly-update-may-2016-issue-2
http://www.reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCRMonthlyUpdateMay2016.pdf
http://www.reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IOM-Nigeria-Emergency-Operations-SitRep-May-2016.pdf
http://www.reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/BKF0000Statisticsv1.0au30avril2016.pdf


 

Cote d’Ivoire 

 

Ivorian Arrivals in Europe: In 2016, UNHCR has recorded a significant spike in Ivoirian arrivals in 

Europe compared to the same period in 2015. Between January 1
st
 and May 25

th
 2016, Ivoirians 

have made up 7% of those moving along the Central Mediterranean route to Italy, with 3,023 

Ivoirians arriving in Italy during this period. This represents an increase of 151% compared with the 

1,201 arrivals recorded during the same period in 2015 (source: UNHCR). 
 

Refugees in Neighbouring Countries: As of May 31
st
 2016, 44,249 Ivoirian refugees were hosted 

in neighbouring countries, a 3% decrease compared with the 45,635 Ivoirian refugees recorded in 

April 2016. As of May 2016 there were 20,590 Ivoirian refugees hosted in Liberia, 11,423 in Ghana, 

7,389 in Guinea, 2,512 in Togo, and 1,022 in Mali (source: UNHCR).  
 

Voluntary Repatriation: UNHCR has facilitated the voluntary repatriation of Ivoirian refugees from 

Liberia since the opening of the two humanitarian corridors on the Liberian border in December 

2015. 16,072 Ivoirians refugees have been repatriated since January 2016 raising the total number 

of returns recorded to 256,404 since 2013. Between May 3
th
 and May 31

st
 UNHCR facilitated the 

voluntarily repatriation of 1,755 Ivoirians refugees from Liberia (source: UNHCR). 

 

Internal Displacement: As of May 23
rd

, there were 1,846 IDPs in northern Cote d’Ivoire, a 
decrease of 35% compared with the 2,874 those recorded in April 2016. These displacements were 

caused by the violent clashes that began on March 29
th
 between farmers and pastoralists in Bouna, 

northeast Cote d’Ivoire (source: OCHA).  

 

  

 

Liberia 

 

Refugees in Liberia: As of May 31
st
 2016 UNHCR has registered 20,647 refugees in Liberia, a 9% 

decrease compared with the 22,745 refugees recorded in April 2016 (source: UNHCR). Among 

them, 51% were reported to be female and 49% male. Refugees hosted in Liberia are primarily 

originating from Cote d’Ivoire (98%), while the rest are from Sierra Leone (source: UNHCR). 

 

  

 

Guinea 

 

Arrivals of Guinean in Europe: Since the beginning of 2016 the number of Guinean migrants and 

refugees arriving in Italy has accounted for the most significant increase of West African arrivals to 

Europe. Between January 1
st
 and May 25

th
 2016, an estimated 3,025 Guineans arrived in Italy 

using the Central Mediterranean route, a sharp increase of 406% compared with the 597 arrivals 

recorded during the same period in 2015. Guineans made up 8% of arrivals along the Central 

Mediterranean route since the beginning of the year and, ranked by nationality, represented the 4
th

 

highest number of arrivals in Italy (UNHCR). 

 

  

 

Senegal 

 

Arrivals of Senegalese in Europe: Between January and May 2016, 2,645 Senegalese arrived in 

Italy through the Central Mediterranean route, a 13% increase compared with the 2,328 arrivals 

during the same period in 2015. Senegalese have made up 7% of arrivals along the Central 

Mediterranean route since the beginning of the year (source: UNHCR). 

 

  

 

Other 

Regional 

Information 

 

Sea Movements to Italy: As of 25 May 2016, 37,785 migrants, refugees and asylum-seekers have 

arrived in Italy by sea since the beginning of the year. While this represents a reduction of 20% in 

arrivals to Italy recorded in the same period in 2015 (47,463), an increase in West African arrivals 

was notable between January and May 2016 compared with the same period in 2015. As of May 

25
th
, West Africans made up at least 55% of the arrivals by sea to Italy since the beginning of the 

year compared with 28% during the same period in 2015 (source: UNHCR).  

 For more information on number of Arrivals from Nigeria, Mali, Cote d’Ivoire, Gambia, 
Guinea, Senegal refer to specific sections above. 

http://www.data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/country.php?id=105
http://www.reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCRCOTED%27IVOIRE-RAPPORT_CONSOLIDE_DU_RAPATRIEMENT%238-31Mai2016-versionfinale%28Fr%29.pdf
http://www.reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCRCOTED%27IVOIRE-RAPPORT_CONSOLIDE_DU_RAPATRIEMENT%238-31Mai2016-versionfinale%28Fr%29.pdf
http://www.reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Weekly%20externe%2017-%2023%20mai%202016.pdf
http://www.data.unhcr.org/liberia/region.php?id=22&country=119
http://reliefweb.int/report/liberia/unhcr-liberia-factsheet-march-april-2016
http://data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/country.php?id=105
http://data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/country.php?id=105
http://www.data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/country.php?id=105


New 

Research, 

Reports and 

Books on 

West African 

Movements 

 Naohiko Omata, Forgotten people: former Li eria  refugees i  Gha a , Forced Migration 

Review 52, May 2016, pp. 10-12, available at: 

http://www.fmreview.org/sites/fmr/files/FMRdownloads/en/solutions/omata.pdf 

 J.O. Moses Okello, Refle ti g o  Li eria a d “ierra Leo e , Forced Migration Review 52, 

May 2016, p. 13, available at: 

http://www.fmreview.org/sites/fmr/files/FMRdownloads/en/solutions/okello.pdf 

 To y La zer, What’s goi g o  i  Nigeria? , Forced Migration Review 52, pp 76-78, 

available at: 

http://www.fmreview.org/sites/fmr/files/FMRdownloads/en/solutions/lanzer.pdf 

 I ter atio al Crisis Group ICG , Boko Hara  o  the Ba k Foot? , Crisis Group Africa 

Briefing No. 120, Dakar/Nairobi/Brussels, 4 May 2016, available at: 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/b120-boko-haram-on-the-back-

foot.pdf 

 

http://www.fmreview.org/sites/fmr/files/FMRdownloads/en/solutions/omata.pdf
http://www.fmreview.org/sites/fmr/files/FMRdownloads/en/solutions/okello.pdf
http://www.fmreview.org/sites/fmr/files/FMRdownloads/en/solutions/lanzer.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/b120-boko-haram-on-the-back-foot.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/b120-boko-haram-on-the-back-foot.pdf

