
Situation overview
• The Government declared a national health emergency on 26 September after 

confi rming three cases of polio. The country had been polio-free for four years.

• A total of 43 suspected cases of measles were reported in Malakal since August this 
year, according to Upper Nile State Ministry of Health and WHO.

• Preliminary fi ndings of a post-distribution monitoring exercise indicated food insecurity 
and malnutrition among violence-affected communities in Jonglei State’s Labrab.

Challenges, needs and response
Government declares polio outbreak 
The Government of South Sudan 
confi rmed three cases of polio, one in 
Eastern Equatoria and two in Northern 
Bahr el Ghazal, and declared the out-
break a national health emergency on 26 
September. 

Girls aged 2 and 8 years in Northern Bahr 
el Ghazal State, and a 2-year-old girl in 
Eastern Equatoria State were confi rmed 
as having the wild polio virus after tests 
were conducted at the Kenya Medical 
Research Institute in Nairobi. 

South Sudan had been polio-free since 
June 2009. However, since the polio out-
break in Somalia was confi rmed in May 
this year and cases reported in Kenya and Ethiopia, medical authorities in South Sudan have 
been on high alert to look out for possible cases. 

The Government is working closely with health partners in-country and around the world to 
prevent the spread of the wild polio virus. An emergency vaccination campaign in the areas 
where the polio virus was detected was launched and will continue through to 4 October in 
Eastern Equatoria, Northern Bahr el Ghazal and Warrap states. This will compliment ongo-
ing efforts by the government and health partners in conducting preventive polio vaccination 
campaigns since August, in areas considered most at risk of the polio outbreak, especially 
along border areas. Additional campaigns are planned for all the states from October to 
December to ensure children are protected from the polio virus. 
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A mother holds her daughter born the previous evening at the mater-
nity clinic in Ajoung Thok refugee camp. A nationwide polio campaign 
was launched to protect children from polio. (Photo credit: UNHCR)   

$1.07bn
Funding needed 
for humanitarian 
action in 2013.
(FTS.org, 29 Sept. 2013)

63.6%
Funding received 
against requirements 
in the Consolidated 
Appeal.
(FTS.org, 29 Sept. 2013)

3 million
People targeted by 
projects in the CAP. 
(OCHA)

224,150
Refugees living 
in South Sudan.
(UNHCR, 29 Sept. 2013)

155,703*
People internally 
displaced by violence 
since January 2013. 
(OCHA, 15 Sept. 2013)

272
Violent incidents 
since January 2013.
(OCHA, 15 Sept. 2013)

*This fi gure refl ects people who have been 
accessed and assisted only. Due to access 
constraints, this fi gure under-represents the 
actual number of people displaced by 
violence in the country.

Aid workers administer polio shots to a child (Photo credit: WHO)
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Polio is an infectious disease transmitted from an infected person through water or food con-
taminated with faecal matter. The disease has no cure, frequently kills children, leaves many 
children disabled, and is highly contagious. Vaccination is the only means of protection. 

Upper Nile reports 43 suspected cases of measles 
Partners reported 43 suspected cases of measles in Malakal County, Upper Nile State, since 
August this year. 10 of 15 samples collected from patients tested positive for measles, ac-
cording to Upper Nile State Ministry of Health and the World Health Organization. The af-
fected, who are children aged between 6 and 18 months, continue to receive treatment at 
Malakal hospital.

The Ministry of Health working with health partners have reactivated national and state 
measles taskforces to coordinate response operation, and are strengthening surveillance at 
facility and community levels. A mass measles vaccination campaign was launched targeting 
over 31,300 children in Malakal County. 

Between January and May, outbreaks were recorded in Central Equatoria, Eastern Equato-
ria, Lakes, Northern Bahr el Ghazal, Western Equatorial and Upper Nile states. 

Measles is a highly contagious viral disease, which affects mostly children. It is transmitted 
via droplets from the nose, mouth or throat of infected persons. Measles can be prevented 
by immunization. 

Aid to be provided in Jonglei’s Kongor area
An inter-agency assessment to Kongor in Jonglei State’s Pibor County found that the area 
was suitable for providing humanitarian assistance as it offers access to the 25,000-30,000 
people assessed to be in need of assistance in Likuangole Payam’s Ngathibonga area. The 
visit to Kongor was a follow up to identify an appropriate location to provide humanitarian 
assistance. 

Kongor, like most surrounding areas, experienced repeated inter-communal violence and 
waves of armed hostilities since 2012. Over the course of the last 18 months the com-
munities reported experiencing considerable direct violence, looting and loss of livestock. 
Partners are mobilizing to mount a response operation to address the identifi ed needs. 

Assessment in Labrab highlights food insecurity and malnutrition
Humanitarian partners continued to respond to the needs of people affected by inter-com-
munal violence and armed hostilities in Jonglei State’s Pibor County. About 76, 000 people 
in and out of Pibor County have been registered for assistance so far. 

TIMELINE OF KEY EVENTS

IN JONGLEI STATE
June 2011 to August 2013

June - July 2011

Inter-communal attack on 

Gumuruk, Manyabol and

Verthet in Pibor County.

Hundreds are reported killed.

J
u
l-1

1
O

c
t-1

1
J
a
n
-1

2
A

p
r-1

2
J
u
l-1

2
O

c
t-1

2
J
a
n
-1

3
A

p
r-1

3
J
u
l-1

3

August 2011

Inter-communal attack on 

Pieri, Uror County, killing 

several hundred civilians.

December ‘11 - March ’12

Inter-communal attack on 

Pibor town. Est. 600 people

killed. Another 288 killed in 

retaliatory attacks. More than 

170,000 affected.

March 2012

Disarmament launched in 

Pibor County during which 

human rights abuses are 

committed by security forces.

June - October 2012

Over 220,000 people in 

Jonglei State affected by 

seasonal flooding.

August 2012

Clashes between South Sudan

armed forces and non-state

armed actors commence in

Pibor and Pochalla counties.

Civilians flee Likuangole.

October - November 2012

Inter-communal tension 

and skirmishes.

February 2013

Inter-communal violence in

Akobo County kills nearly 100

people and affects tens of 

thousands of people.

March 2013

South Sudan armed forces

begin a counter-offensive 

against non-state armed actors.

July 2013

Inter-communal attack in Pibor

County. The number of killed

and affected is not yet known.

April - May 2013

Tens of thousands of civilians

flee key population centres 

in Pibor County to escape 

abuses by armed actors and 

violent clashes.

Access improves. 76,000 people 

registered from Pibor County 

to receive assistance.

Mid-end July 2013

(as of  29 Sept 2013)

Source: WHO (23 September 2013)
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In Labrab, food partners conducted a post-distribution monitoring exercise to assess 
access to food assistance to communities affected by violence and gather information 
on households’ food coping strategies. Preliminary fi ndings indicate food insecurity as 
communities’ livelihood coping mechanisms were disrupted by several waves of inter-
communal and armed hostilities. As part of a broader strategy to strengthen resilience, 
partners will distribute fi shing hooks and twines next week. A blanket supplementary 
feeding program is planned to address malnutrition in Labrab.

Meanwhile in Dorein, aid partners reached 94 per cent of about 11,000 affected people 
with household and water and sanitation assistance. A team was deployed to Dorein 
on 27 September to prepare for food distribution. Verifi cation of registration cards has 
already started, including engaging local leadership on the modalities of the next round 
of food distribution. Relief supplies have been prepositioned in Gumuruk ahead of the 
planned distribution. Aid operation remained suspended in Pibor town due to protection 
concerns. Partners are engaging authorities at state and national level to ensure protec-
tion of civilians before resumption of aid operation.

About 4,200 people displaced by Jur river burst in Warrap 
In Warrap State, Jur River burst its banks and fl ooded low lying areas in the three Pay-
ams of Alek South, Gogrial and Kuac North. According to an inter-agency assessment, 
fl ooding displaced about 4,200 people and destroyed infrastructure such as houses, 
roads, schools and health facilities. 

The assessment confi rmed that fl ood-affected communities are in need of food and 
other assistance such as plastic sheets, mosquito nets, blankets, and vaccines for live-
stock. While there is still hope of harvesting from the early planted sorghum which has 
reached maturity stage, late planted crops have succumbed to fl oods rendering most 
people prone to food insecurity. Livestock disease outbreaks such as black water and 
contagious bovine pleuropneumonia (CBPP) were also reported in the three payams af-
fected by fl oods. Local authorities and partners are mobilizing to respond to the identifi ed 
needs.

Aid agencies have so far assessed almost 82,000 people affected by fl oods and in need 
of humanitarian assistance in several areas across the country. More assessments were 
still underway in some of the affected areas. By end of September last year, aid organiza-
tions were responding to the needs of 260,000 fl ood-affected people. 

Preliminary fi ndings of 
the Labrab post-dis-
tribution assessment 
shows food insecurity 
due to disruption of 
livelihoods coping 
mechanisms by sev-
eral waves of violence. 

82,000 people have 
been affected by fl ood-
ing this year, compared 
with 260,000 people at 
the same time in 2012.

About 76,000 people affected by violence in Jonglei’s Pibor County have been registered for assistance.
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Returns to South Sudan
Flood-affected returnees receive aid in Lakes State
An inter-agency assessment to returnees’ settlements in Rumbek Centre, East and oth-
er affected areas in Lakes State showed that about 8,900 returnees were in need of 
humanitarian assistance after they were affected by fl ooding.

Aid organizations distributed food assistance and household materials to some of the 
communities in Nyotic Agui and Nyangkot returnee settlements. Adequate food supplies 
have been prepositioned in the state to meet the needs of the fl ood-affected people. 
Partners will distribute assistance to other assessed locations in Rumbek Centre and 
East next week. Water and sanitation partners have tested borehole water in these areas 
and have confi rmed it safe for drinking allaying fears of fl ood contamination.

Local authorities working with health partners distributed emergency medical supplies 
to health centres in the fl ood affected areas. Protection partners also participated in the 
distribution of non-food materials in the returnees settlements targeting extremely vulner-
able individuals, including conducting family tracing and reunifi cation. 

This report was prepared by the OCHA South Sudan offi ce in collaboration with humanitarian 
partners. For inputs to the next edition or questions/comments on the current issue, please 
contact: ochasouthsudan@un.org

 

BASELINE 
INDICATORS

Est. population ‘13 
(OCHA) 11.8m

GDP per capita 
(NBS) $1,546

Pop. living below 
poverty line 
(NBHS)

50.6%

Life expectancy 
(SHHS)

42 
years

Child mortality 
(SHHS)

105/
1,000

Maternal mortality 
(SHHS)

2,054/
100,000

<5 global acute 
malnutrition (NBS) 18.1%

Adult literacy 
(NBS) 27%

Net enrolement 
secondary 
education (EMIS)

1.6%

Households using 
improved sanita-
tion (SHHS)

7.4%

Households with 
improved drinking 
water sources 
(SHHS)

68.7%

Aid organizations continued to respond to the needs of 82,000 fl ood-affected people across the country.  By end of 
September 2012, about 260,000 people were affected by fl oods. 
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