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Weekly notes from Cote d’Ivoire –14/12/2013 

Main highlights 

• A UNOCI report condemns Dozos’ human rights abuses  

• First meeting in a decade between RDR and FPI political parties 

• President Ouattara’s visit to the Bélier region 

• Voluntary repatriation ofIvoirian refugees continues 

 

Political situation 

On 7 December, UNOCI, in collaboration with the Office of the High Commissioner 

for Human Rights, released a report documenting serious human rights abuses 

committed by the Dozos (traditional hunters) while carrying out security activities 

between March 2009 and May 2013 in Côte d’Ivoire. These include extrajudicial 

killings and summary executions, illegal arrests and detentions, looting and extortion. 

UNOCI urged the Government to investigate these abuses in the interest of victims’ 

right to justice. 

 

On 9 December, the Front PopulaireIvoirien(FPI, former President Gbagbo’s party) 

met with the Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR, President Ouattara’s party) in 

the RDR party headquarters. Discussions were led by RDR Secretary-General 

a.i.AmadouSoumahoro and FPI President Pascal AffiN’Guessanin a frank and cordial 

atmosphere. Mr. N’Guessan discussed the proposal for the Étatsgénéraux de la 

république(national dialogue forum) to which Mr. Soumahoro expressed reservations, 

emphasizing that many of the issues raised by the FPI could be discussed in other 

fora, such as the Cadre Permanent de Dialogue (CPD). Both sides agreed to continue 

the dialogue and invoked the example of the late President Nelson Mandela as a 

source of motivation for this new reconciliation effort. It should be noted that the last 

meeting between the two parties took place almost a decade ago. 

 

On 10 December, the Ministry of Justice and Human Rights celebrated the 65th 

anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 20th Anniversary 

of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights with activities organized 

throughout the country.  

 

On 11 December, 18 detainees escaped from the holding cell at the Prosecutor’s 

Office in Plateau, Abidjan. Three police officers were guarding 147 detainees and 
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when the officers opened the cell door to remove certain detainees, the detainees 

seized the opportunity to escape. Out of the 18 detainees, 13 were sentenced to 20 

years imprisonment. 

 

On 11 December,President AlassaneOuattara, during an official visit to the Bélier 

region, launched an electrification project and inaugurated the Abidjan-

Yamoussoukro highway.The rural electrification will serve at least ten villages near 

Didiévi (40km from Yamoussoukro), while thenewly delivered highway was an old 

project whose construction began in July 2007 and had to be interrupted several times 

because of the political crisis in the country. 

 

Following the FPI-RDR meeting,President Ouattaraannounced that members of 

opposition parties should be considered as ‘brothers’ and not as opponents and that 

they may soon join the Government. Mr. Ouattarathen urged the local population to 

take part in the reconciliation process, byinviting his countrymen to pay tribute to the 

nation’s founding father, President Félix Houphouët-Boigny, in a ceremony in 

Yamoussoukro to mark the 20th anniversary of his passing. The President also called 

upon Ivorians in exile in neighboring countries to return without fear and help build 

the nation. Finally, the President chaired a Council of Ministers in Yamoussoukro. 

 

Operations 

With respect to the voluntary repatriation of Ivoirian refugees,during the week, 

UNHCR facilitated the return of 910 Ivorian refugees in four different convoys: 

� From Liberia, on 11 December, 473 individuals came backto Toulepleu and 

299 to Tabou. 

� From Togo, on 12 December, 30 individuals cameback through Noe border 

crossing point.  

� From Guinea, on 12 December, 108individuals came back through Sipilou 

border crossing point. 

So far this year, a total of 19,336 refugees returned home with organized UNHCR 

convoys from countries of asylum.  

The implementation of the strategy put in place since 23 October to close the informal 

refugee site, Peace town, near UNOCI base in Guiglo is ongoing. UNHCR, SAARA, 

in partnership with CARITAS, and with the support of local authorities and 



 3 

representatives of the refugee committee are steadily helping refugees to find 

accommodation in the community. The plan is to voluntarily relocate every refugee 

family into the local community with some funds to help them be self-sufficient. So 

far, out of the 61 families at the site, 49 families have responded favorably to the 

proposal and they have already received the monetary assistance for their 

relocation,while 11 households remain reluctant about a final departure from the site. 

It should be noted thatthese 11 households have all lost their refugee status, following 

the implementation of the cessation clause for Liberian refugees. They were supposed 

to present themselves before the Appeal Committee in order to have their cases 

reviewed, but they never showed up, without giving any valid reasons for their 

absence. The final closure of the camp has been set for 15 December. 

 

This week in Guiglowas marked by the closing ceremonies of the “16 Days of 

Activism” against sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) which began on 25 

November and ended on 10 December 10. UNHCR, in collaboration with its partner 

CARITAS, organized an awareness campaign on Female Genital Mutilation in the 

village of Mampleu, which brought together different communities from the 

surrounding villages. 


