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Pneumonia, the forgotten

Pneumonia kills more than two children every 
hour in Somalia/Somaliland, even though it 
can be treated with antibiotics costing as little 
as USD 50 cents, says Save the Children new 
report – FIGHTING FOR BREATH – A call 
to action on childhood pneumonia globally 
launched 2 November 2017.  
 
The report indicates that 14,561 Somali 
children succumbed to pneumonia in 2015 
alone –which is more than two children dying 
every hour.  This implies 24% of all under five 
mortality is due to pneumonia. The situation 
may get worse if drastic measures are not 
taken to save children’s lives.  In Somalia/
Somaliland, food shortages as a result of 
drought in the country has left millions of 
children malnourished; making them more 
vulnerable to diseases including pneumonia.
 
More than 80% of the victims are children 
under two years old, many with immune 
systems weakened by malnutrition or 
insufficient breastfeeding and unable to 
fight the infection. Infants are at their most 
vulnerable in the first weeks of life.

In Somalia, Save the Children is calling on all 
actors to work together to increase public 
awareness to increase timely access to 
health care as well as availability of vaccines 
at every level.

Situation Updates
Somaliland: Famine looms in Somaliland as 
the region has not received rainfall over the 
last two months. Communities living in rural 
areas  live in harsh conditions characterized 
by limited access to water, lack of pasture, 
and loss of livestock. If the conditions persist 
it is projected that this will further increase 
household destitution. 
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Central and South Somalia: 
Deyr rains (Oct-Dec) continues with 
good rainfall recorded in Galgaduud, 
northern Gedo, Bay, Bakool,  
Abudwak, Blanabale and some parts 
of Hiiran region.  Volume of  harvested 
water in water reserves have slightly 
increased.

Agriculturalists and agro-pastoralists 
households in the region have 
resumed farming activities and have 
started planting cereal crops.  To 
support them targeted households 
have been provided with agricultural 
inputs.

Cases of gender based violence (GBV)
has increased in Abudwak based IDP 
camps with three cases recorded in 
Tawakal IDP camp, largely inhabited 
by the minority clans.

Puntland: Integrated awareness 
campaigns focusing on health 
promotion, immunization, WASH, 
Malaria and breastfeeding were 
conducted in Iskushuban, Hafun, 
Bayla and Dhahar districts in Bari 
and Sanaag regions. A total of 361 
individuals were reached. 

killer disease in Somalia



Sector overview

Health and Nutrition: During the reporting period 
a total of 25,215 people (including children and, 
pregnant and lactating women (PLW) were screened for 
malnutrition while 14, 449  were treated for common 
diseases and provided with medical consultation services. 
Nutrition and health services were provided by Save the 
Children’s emergency medical teams (EMTs) in various 
health facilities-both fixed and mobile- in all the three 
regions of Somalia (Central and South Somalia, Puntland 
and Somaliland).

The figure below summarises the health and nutrition 
status during the reporting period.  

Nutrition Total no. 
of people 
screened

25,215

Type of 
Malnutrition

SAM 1,144 Admitted to OTP 
programme

MAM 1,912 Admitted to TSFP
programme

Health Medical 
consultation 
& treatment

14,449

Successful 
hospital 
deliveries
11

PENT 1&3 
vaccination
391 & 157 
respectively

Diarrhea & 
Pneumonia
1,020

Pertussis, 
tetanus,Diptheria, 
influenza and 
Hepatis B vaccine
94

EPI services
360

Malaria
46

Children 
given Vit. A
1,502

Ante-natal care 
(ANC) services
906

Breastfeeding 
support 
(counseling) 64

Measles 
Vaccination
590

AWD 
367

Pediatric 
consultation
424

All SAM and MAM cases admitted into OTP and TSFP 
programmes were provided with RUTF and RUSF rations 
respectively. Children below five years of age were 
provided with vitamin A supplements while PLWs were 
given micro-nutrient and folic acid supplements.

125 nutrition hygiene and health promotion sessions were 
conducted in Puntland region reaching 1,821 people.

425 individuals (including PLWs, Men & WCBA) were 
provided with IYCF counseling support, hygiene promotion 
and health education sessions both at individual and 
group level.
 
Education: In Somaliland, 7,135 students benefited from 
the just concluded distribution of hygiene kits, cooking 
equipment and, teaching and learning materials targeting 50 
schools in Somalilland region. 

MOE&HS has finalized processing teacher’s incentive for 
all 50 schools and five temporary learning spaces(TLS) in 
Sool,Togdheer, Awdal, Sanaag, Sahil and Marodijeh. The incentive 
will cater for classroom teaching and remedial classes.

                                                                                 

                            Timothy Bishop
 Country Director

timothy.bishop@savethechildren.org

Thomas Jepson-Lay
Humanitarian Director
thomas.lay@savethechildren.org

For more information, please contact:

Plans for school feeding distribution scheduled to start next 
week is ongoing.

South and Central Somalia:Textbooks distributed to 
12 MFA supported schools in Baidoa-both public and 
private. In addition, fencing activities for four other MFA 
supported IDP schools was completed. The fencing aims 
to create a protected school learning environment.

40 CEC members participated in school water 
management training conducted in Beledweyne, Hiraan 
region. 36 CEC mothers also participated in cooking 
demonstrations conducted in the same region.

2,889 people benefited from water trucked to eight 
drought  affected schools in Hiraan region.

WASH: In Somaliland, hygiene promotion campaign 
focusing on creating awareness on water borne diseases was 
conducted in 12 villages in Awdal district. 

18 trucks of water equivalent to 144m3 delivered to 280 
households benefiting 1,680 people in Kalabaydh and 
Xundhurgeel.

Construction activities for the 30 shared household latrines 
in  Wirir and Gatama and six  medical incinerators in Awdal 
district now at 85%  and 80% complete respectively. 

Puntland: Rehabilitation activities for three communal rain 
harvesting berkeds in Badhan district under IRF 5 project is 
ongoing.

South and Central Somalia: Hygiene campaign volunteers 
continued conducting hygiene promotion campaigns at 
household level in IDP camps in Baidoa. 

Construction of 203 communal latrines with hand washing 
facilities is ongoing in 16 targeted IDP camps in Baidoa.

FSL: The table below summarises the distribution of 
UCTs under various projects during the report week.

Project No. of 
beneficiaries

Project
Area

Amt 
received

ECHO  scale 
up

1,200
1,077

Galckacyo
Boocame

91 USD
81 USD

FFP 1,500
6,584

Nugal
Bari

72 USD
85 USD

IRF-5
IRF-5 DFID

1,000
1,291

Sanaag
Galgadud

60 USD
60 USD

Child Protection: In Somaliland, 300 children participated in 
the ongoing weekly child resilience workshop. 

100 vulnerable children received case management kits. 500 
girls also received sanitary kits in Baidoa.

IDP camps child protection welfare committees established 
and representative from each camp trained on child 
abuse, response and prevention mechanisms, case referral 
pathways,role and responsibilities of CWCs.


