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           Early Warning Phase Classification 
 

LIVELIHOOD 
ZONE 

EW 
PHASE 

TRENDS 

PASTORAL ALERT WORSENING 

AGROPASTORAL ALERT WORSENING 

COUNTY ALERT WORSENING 

 
 

Biophysical Indicators Value Normal 
ranges 

% of average rainfall (Oct-
March, Wajir airport) 

42 80-120 

VCI-3month 15.2 35-50 

State of Water Sources 4-5 5 

  

Production indicators Value Normal 
ranges 

Livestock Migration Pattern Normal Normal 

Livestock Body Conditions 4 4-5 

Milk Production  29.35 13.33-
36.01 

Livestock deaths (for 
drought) 

No death No death   

Crops area planted (%)  % of LTA 

 

Access Indicators Value Normal 
ranges 

Terms of Trade (ToT) 0.5 0.26 - 0.76 

Milk Consumption 17.9 9.0 - 21.80 

Water for Households   

 

Utilization indicators Value Normal 
ranges 

MUAC 19.1 21.60 - 15.64 

Coping Strategy Index (CSI) 0.88 1.50 – 1.02 

 
 

 
 
 

Drought Situation & EW Phase Classification 

Biophysical Indicators 

 The general condition of biophysical indicators shows a bad 
situation now that rains are almost over, yet the performance 
was poor both in time and space.  

 The rains received in the month are fairly in amount but below 
normal of the expected performance. 

 The VCI-3month is normal, but close to the minimum level, 
only one livelihood zone where the VCI is close to above 
normal.  

 The SPI is normal but  also almost  touching the minimum level  

 Water sources are poor with only one livelihood zone where 
open earth water collection points have recharged 
considerably. 

Socio Economic Indicators (Impact Indicators) 

There were migrations of pastoralists from the all-species Livelihood 
zone to the agro-pastoral and pastoral cattle LZ. 

There is a high medium drought risk that could fast progress to high 
drought risk given that the current rainy season has performed 
poorly so far. The situation will negatively affect regeneration of 
pastures and browse quality and quantity as well as availability of 
water. Animal production in terms of body conditions and milk 
production is likely to be affected given that the animals are still 
recovering from the effects of the previous drought. 

Income generated from sale of livestock and milk is till low as 
markets are still poorly performing given unsatisfying body 
conditions and weight. Milk consumption is low as prices dropped by 
a small margin. This has a direct impact on nutrition especially of 
children below 5 yrs, who are still recovering from the previous high 
rates of malnutrition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Early Warning Phase Classification 
 

LIVELIHOOD ZONE EW 
PHASE 

TRENDS 

Agro-pastoral Alert IMPROVING 

Pastoral-Cattle  Alarm IMPROVING 

Pastoral-All species Alarm WORSENING 

Pastoral- Camel Alarm IMPROVING 

Informal 
Employment/Business 

Alarm WORSENING 

County Alarm IMPROVING 

 
 

Biophysical Indicators Value Normal 
ranges 

% of average rainfall (oct-
Dec) 

64.4 70-140 

VCI-3month 19.3 16-55 

State of Water Sources 4-5 3-6 

  

Production indicators Value Normal 
ranges 

Livestock Migration Pattern Normal Normal 

Livestock Body Conditions 4-6 2-8 

Milk Production  40 20-53 

Livestock deaths (for 
drought) 

No death No death   

Crops area planted (%)  % of LTA 

 

Access Indicators Value Normal 
ranges 

Terms of Trade (ToT) 68 22-72 

Milk Consumption 26.7 9.0 - 56 

Water for Households 4-5 3-5 

 

Utilization indicators Value Normal 
ranges 

MUAC 17.0 15.5 – 49.0 

Coping Strategy Index (CSI) 4 4-5 

 
 

 
 
 

Current Drought Risk 
Low  Medium High 

                                                       ▲ 

The current state of the county depicts a medium risk of drought majorly on the side of pastures and browse. Water 
struggle is likely to start very early as recharge levels of most water points was low, which will result into long distance to 
search for water in scattered boreholes. The search will affect negatively so many animals that would not have had 
considerable recovery. Livestock marketing and Milk production are likely to go down between December-January and 
this will affect negatively the state of food security, given the poor terms of trade.  
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Rainfal mm (2013) 0 0 108 149 10 0 0 0 0 1.46 66.8 10.1

Rainfal mm (2014) 0 4.43 40.5 67.53 22.1 1.1 0 0 0 28.32 43
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Current year Rainfall Distribution against 2013  

A. BIO-PHASYCAL INDICATORS                                                                   

1. MEASURING DROUGHT HAZARD 
1.1 METEOROLOGICAL DROUGHT 
1.1.1 Actual Rainfall  

 

 Start of Season (to be reported at the beginning of the season- long and short) 
The season’s onset was 2

nd
 to 4

th
 week of October where several locations received rains in varied 

amounts and intensity. In the 1
st
 to 2

nd
 week of November, rains had covered almost 90% of the county 

but in some sub-counties such as Wajir West, only one round of shower was received.  
The onset was normal and came at the expected time which was normal. The rainy days were few in 
all the livelihood zones except Wajir North which received slightly higher rainfall. 
 

 Amount of rainfall and Spatial distribution 
 

The rains were poorly distributed in space characterized by heavy downpours resulting into short-
lived flash floods. The rains were however better distributed than the previous year where rains 
poured in November only and ceased.  
Most parts of the county received rains though in varied intensity and amounts. Large amounts were 
concentrated in the South and some parts of the Wajir East and Tarbaj.  .  

 

 Temporal distribution 
 

In most locations, the showers were received were not consistent such that some received one heavy 
downpour in the entire month while other had 2-3 which were largely spaced. Moreover, the rains 
received in the month under review were a bit low as compared to the amounts received in 
November the previous year. The situation was normal and marked the peak of the OND short rains 
as was predicted in the weather forecasts of the Department of Meteorology. 
Showers have been occurring in different zones of the county in varied timings and generally erratic in 
nature causing short lived floods.  
 

 Other Events  
Flash floods were experienced but were short lived and in very few parts of the county 

Rainfall station data 

The table below shows some of the stations and the amounts received during the month of November 

Rainfall performance for November 2014 Wajir County 

Station Bute Airport Griftu Diff Eldas Gurar Hadado Khorof 

Amount 
(mm) 

48.8 84.2 78.5 108.8 28.9 46.1 90.5 70.0 

 

Figure 1: Amount of rainfall received in Wajir County in 2014 against amounts in 2013 
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 The amounts received so far are normal as are within the range of performance for the Short rains. 
 
Standardized Precipitation Index (SPI) 

Standard Precipitation Index (SPI): The overall county’s SPI was 0.15 for the month of November, which 
was normal as it was within ranges of -1 to 1.  All sub-counties VCI lay within the normal range. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The availability of reliable actual rainfall data can allow the calculation of the Standard Precipitation Index 
(SPI). SPI is standardized anomaly, equivalent to the statistical Z-score, representing the precipitation 
deficit over a specific time scale, such as 3, 6, 9, or 12 months, relative to climatology  

 

1.2 AGRICULTURAL DROUGHT 

1.2.1 VEGETATION CONDITION INDEX (VCI) 

The overall County’s 3-month Vegetation Condition Index (VCI) was 19.3 an indicator that is below the 
average level and indicates that the county lies in the severe drought band. Further it shows a bad 
worsening trend where 2 sub-counties are in severe drought and one in extreme drought band, that is, 
Wajir West. Only Wajir North was in the no drought band.  
 
Figure 2: Graphs of Vegetation Condition Index (VCI) for Wajir County (Figure a) and Wajir West (figure 

b) 

   Figure (a)     Figure (b) 
 
The situation on the ground confirms the level of VCI that the quality and quantity of available pastures 
has been observed and reported to be critical in the pastoral all species and given that the shorts rains 
season is almost over, then the zone require close monitoring for any adverse developments that may 
affect the livelihoods negatively. The zone covers the entire Wajir West and a larger section of Eldas.  
Others such as pastoral camel and pastoral cattle, that is, Wajir East and W/South have fairly regenerating 
vegetation but may not be adequate develop to reliable amounts following the poor performance of rains 
which are nearing the cessation in December.   
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45.2% 

35.7% 

16.7% 
2.4% 

Water sources- Wajir County 
NATURAL
PONDS

PANS AND
DAMS

SHALLOW
WELLS

BOREHOLES

The agro-pastoral Wajir North has better vegetation development but require more rains for 
development of vegetation that may provide adequate pasture and browse resources to all animals.   
 

1.2.2 Field Observations (Pasture and Browse Conditions) 

Pasture 

The general condition of pasture is fair and at a normal situation. 
Amounts of pastures improved slightly in terms of quality and quantity especially in areas that 
received continued showers such as the Tarbaj, central parts of Wajir South, parts of Wajir East and 
Wajir North.  
Adequate amount of pastures for are expected to last for up to 2 months after which migrations are 
expected to be experienced in and out of the county.  
There are no major constraints to access of pastures in all livelihoods except upper parts of Wajir 
North where occurrence of tse tse flies was reported. Other minor constraints include prevention to 
access pasture fields by some communities claiming ownership of the areas. 
Only in the pastoral all-species LZ (zone received very poor rains and had no impact on natural 
vegetation) where pastoralists were reported to have migrated in large numbers to the agro-pastoral 
and pastoral cattle LZs, as early as beginning of the month under review. With the poor performance 
of the rains in time and space so far, the quantities of pastures and browse are expected to be 
inadequate.  

 

Browse 
The county’s browse condition is fair, a situation that is normal for the season and month. 

Amounts of  browse improved considerably in all livelihood zones except pastoral all-species 
livelihood zone where very poor rains have been received so far.  
There are no major constraints to access of pastures in all livelihoods except upper parts of Wajir 
North where occurrence of tse tse flies was reported. Other minor constraints include prevention to 
access pasture fields by some communities claiming ownership of the areas. 
There is a large variation on the level of browse development where Wajir North and parts of Tarbaj is 

commendable and very poor in some parts of Wajir South and a large proportion of Wajir West and 

Eldas. This implies that browse resources are expected to be decline and will be inadequate before 

February. 

 

1.2 HYDROLOGICAL DROUGHT 

1.2.1 Water Sources 
  1.3.1    Water Resource 
State of Water Sources  

The main water 

sources for the month 

were natural ponds, 

water pans, shallow 

wells and boreholes. 

 

The sources were 

normal for this period 

of the year. 

 

 

 

 

 

Availability of water improved as compared to the previous month in terms of quality and quantity, 

as more areas experienced the onset and others continued to get more rains.  
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The current water sources, though improved as compared to the previous months, are expected to 

last for about a month in most livelihoods except the northern parts of the agro-pastoral (Bute, 

Danaba, Gurar, Ogomdi) where pans and natural ponds were recharged to full capacity.  

This situation began decline trend in some zones and will certainly result into dependency on 

boreholes in most parts as early as late mid-December onwards in all livelihood zones. 

The state of water sources is at level 4, implying that the water availability is below normal for the 

period but showing declining trends.  

 

B. MEASURING DROUGHT IMPACT ON SOCIO-ECONOMIC INDICATORS 

2.0 PRODUCTION INDICATORS 

2.1    Livestock production 

2.1.2 Livestock Migration Patterns 
Migrations were minimal in the month under review. Herders’ pastoral all-species livelihood zone migrated 
to the agro-pastoral and others to pastoral cattle livelihood zones.  
Other reported migratory moves were reported in all other zones but within the livelihood zones. 
The migratory trends were normal for this time of the year.  
 
2.1.3 Livestock Body Condition 

The body conditions for camel was ranged from 4-7, where majority had moderately appearance, with 
few that were fat with smooth skins.  
Cattle body conditions ranged from 3-7, where a majority looked moderately smooth, neither thin nor fat,  
a few had thin fore ribs visible. Majority that had moderate smooth appearance were in the agro-pastoral 
LZ. 
Most shoats (sheep and goats) had relatively smooth skin neither fat nor thin. Only few showed smooth 
appearance and fat.  
The current body conditions were normal for the period of the year. 
There was a general improvement of body conditions of all species but the change was not noticeable in 
some zones especially where rains onset was late or never received. 
The animal body condition during the month under review was slightly better than it was reported during 
the same period the previous year. 
 
2.1.4   Livestock Diseases 

There were no reported disease outbreaks in the county for all species.  
However, as part of protecting livestock against endemic diseases and potential epidemics, a countywide 
vaccination exercise was carried out funded by NDMA and County Government. 
Livestock disease vaccination and treatment were carried out during the month under review. Goats were 
vaccinated against CCPP/PPR and sheep vaccinated against PPR. 
Camels vaccinated against Anthrax & Blackquarter , Cattle vaccinated against Anthrax & Blackquarter,  
Donkeys treated with Ivermed and Multivitamin,  Cattle treated with albendazole, multivitamins and 
antibiotics,   
Shoats treated with ivermed, multivitamins and antibiotics. Diseases such as Surveillancewas carried out 
while conducting the vaccinations 
The disease level is similar to the same period overtime. 
 

2.1.5   Milk Production  

Majority of households 62% obtained milk from their animals (all three species). 
Milk production per household was 40litres, where the main species milked was camel. 
Production increased significantly as compared the previous month where an average of 22 litres was 
produced.  
The production level was normal and slightly above the long-term average of 39 litres as shown in the 
figure 5 below.  
Production is expected to be high in the month of December but may start reducing in January 2015. 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept oct Nov Dec

Mean(2006-2013) 44 42 76 75 88 55 55 37 32 34 39 35

Max 89 98 192 187 200 67 67 57 43 43 53 69

Min 12 19 20 25 16 33 33 13 13 17 20 14

2014 35 37 40 41 41 43 37 32 31 22 40
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Wajir county 2014 Milk production as compared to 2006-2013 avarages  

All species are now able to give milk even those that stopped in the previous drought season. 
 

Fig 5: A graph of current milk production against long-term mean 2006-13 

 
2.1.6 Livestock deaths 
Deaths were majorly due to predation and slaughter.  

2.2      Rain fed Crop Production 

2.2.1 Date of Planting and Area planted 

Most farmers planted their crops immediately rains began  
Vegetable crops such as capsicum, spinach, and tomatoes are in a good stage of development and 
especially those planted a little bit earlier before onset.  
Water melon crops are also in good conditions and developing well.  

 

2.2.2 Stage and Condition of food Crops  
Vegetable crops such as capsicum, spinach, and tomatoes are in a good stage of development and 
especially those planted a little bit earlier before onset.  
Maize crops planted immediately at onset are now at knee stage (maize) while beans and cowpeas  
are bearing flowers (bud stage). 
Water melon crops are also in good conditions and developing well.  
The stage and condition of the crops was normal as compared to a similar period overtime. 
 

2.2.3 Harvest 

Harvesting of fruits such as paw paws was normal and was regularly available in markets especially in 
Wajir central. Capsicum, kales and spinach harvested increased slightly as compared to the previous 
month. 

 

3.0  ACCESS INDICATORS  
3.1   Livestock Prices 

 3.1.1 Livestock Terms of Trade 

The Terms of Trade (ToT) for the county increased from 60 to 68 in the month under review.  
It was higher than the long term mean of 56. The ToT was normal as it lies in the range 22-72. 
The increment in ToT was a result of the improving livestock market terms. 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Mean(2007-2013) 53 43 43 43 45 46 47 48 45 44 56 56

Max 85 61 62 62 62 62 63 65 62 65 72 72

Min 26 23 18 15 25 22 18 20 20 18 22 24

2014 72 63 70 77 80 84 83 74 67 60 68
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Wajir County  2014 terms of trade as compared to 2007-2013 avarages 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Year 2014 20,344 18,305 20,193 22,593 22,120 23,922 22,925 19,857 18,843 18,059 20,058

Average 2002-13 12726 11713 13212 14945 19043 19463 19834 20852 17132 17050 17589 16003
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Current Cattle prices Vs Longterm Average (2002-2013) 
 

Year 2014

Average 2002-13

Fig 12: The graph below shows ToT long term (2007-13) mean against the current year 2014 

 
3.1.2 Cattle Prices 

The average cattle price increased to KSh.20,058.00 from KSh.18,059.00 in the month of October. This 
was due to reduced supply of cattle to the market as most of them are still weak to fetch good prices at 
the market.  
The price was significantly higher than the long-term average price of KSh.16,000.00 and almost 
equivalent to  the previous year’s price of KSh.20,400.00 recorded at a similar period.  
 
Figure 6: The graph below indicates cattle long term mean prices against current year 2014  

The market conditions are expected to improve further in December as cattle body conditions recover 
and an equivalent surge in demand. 

 
3.1.3 Small Ruminants Prices (Goat) 

Average price of a mature goat increased slightly to KSh.3,354.00 from KSh.2,979.00 in October.  
The positive index in price of goats reverses the previous drought effects where goats’ prices were 
continually declining and the consequential deterioration of livestock market. As the species body 
condition continues to recover, the prices are expected to rise significantly, a move that will boost the 
Terms of Trade (ToT) for all pastoralists in the county.  



Early Warning Bulletin November 2014                 Wajir County  8 
 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Mean (2011-13) 2723 2673 2706 2990 3398 3360 3203 3387 2803 2988 3180 3233

Max 4050 3900 4200 4630 5325 5145 5020 5672 4280 3964 4140 4020

Min 1500 1450 1191 1419 1500 1440 1320 1280 1100 1830 2200 2550

Yr 2014 3565 3114 3425 3647 3908 4116 3978 3560 3275 2,979 3,354
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Wajir  County 2014 goat price as compared to 2011-2013 avarages 
 

Goat market volumes in all major markets increased slightly though on low turnover as most herders 
withheld them hoping recovery following rains that have improved the pasture and browse resources as 
well as water. 
The price was within the normal range and slightly higher than the long-term average.   
 
Fig 7: The graph below shows current year 2014 goat prices against the long-term mean 2002-13 

 
3.1.4 Camel Prices 
 

Fig 8: A graph below shows camel long-term mean prices against current year 2014 

 
 
 
 
The average price for a camel rose from KSh.38,833.00 in October to KSh.44,625.00 in the month under 
review. This is an improvement in the market conditions following rains that have assured farmers of a 
positive recovery in the animals’ body conditions.   
This was higher than the long-term average price of KSh.35,000.00 thought still lower than mean prices 
recorded at a similar period last year.  
Camel volumes in the market were relatively low as compared to a similar period the previous year but 
expected to rise as the species continue recovering.  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Year 2014 47,722 40,625 45,648 47,011 47,352 51,520 51,347 45,742 40,416 38,833 44,625

Average 2002-13 32,880 32,183 33,574 34,059 37,855 37,139 37,462 36,237 34,114 33,835 35,000 35,540
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Camel Long-term 2002-2013 mean price against current year  
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Average 2002-13
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Mean(2011-2013) 53 53 54 55 56 56 57 58 59 61 61 62

Max 62 61 62 62 62 62 63 65 68 70 70 72

Min 48 49 50 50 50 51 50 50 50 50 50 50

2014 50 49 49 48 49 49 48 48 49 50 49
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

2013 69 81 85 72 53 55 65 69 72 71 69 71

2014 76 80 84 73 79 80 80 83 91 82 73
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2013 Milk prices against current year 

 Camel prices are also expected to rise steadily as the animals recover since browse is expected to be 
adequate following the reception of the short rains. 
 
3.1.5     Milk Prices 

There was a significant reduction in wholesale and retail prices, as compared to the previous month, 
making the commodity relatively affordable to most households.   

 
On average prices reduced from  KSh.150 to an average of KSh.82.00 per litre. 
In rural centres a bottle of 750ml was sold at KSh.30-50 whereas in Wajir Central the main market for the 
fresh product was sold between KSh.80-100. 
Consumption of fresh milk is expected to be high in December as production increases following 
improvement of pasture and browse as well as pasture resources in most parts of the county. 
The prices are normal for this period of the year.  
 

3.2 Price of cereals and other food products 

3.2.1 Maize  

Average price of a kilogram of dry maize grains was KSh.49.00. This was a reduction of KSh.1.00 from the 
October price. The price was KSh.12.00 lower than the mean price and at the lower end of the normal 
range of KSh.50-70. 
Maize grains were not available in several centres, but the milled product ‘posho’ was available for sale by 
traders in adequate quantities.   
The price was relatively uniform across all livelihood zones where it was sold at between KSh.40.00 and 
KSh.50.00 in all centres.  
The price was normal across all livelihood zones for this period of the year. 

 
Fig 9: A graph showing 2014 price of maize as compared to the long-term (2011-13) mean 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

2013 82.40 86.20 83.50 80.00 80.00 80.00 85.00 84.00 83.64 83.10 83.50 82.00

2014 81.70 82.85 82.00 81.25 82.30 83.30 81.80 84.90 84.80 82.40 82.40
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2013 Price of Beans against current year 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Year 2014 58.50 58.80 58.50 57.90 58.80 58.52 59.80 60.00 60.00 61.20 60.50

Average 2002-13 56.55 57.60 57.70 57.80 57.00 58.40 58.25 57.80 57.45 57.85 58.40 58.60
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Current Posho Prices Vs Long Term Average (2002-13) 
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3.2.2 Posho (Maize Meal) 

Price of a Kilogram of increased insignificantly to KSh.60.50 from KSh.61.20 in October. 

The price was higher than the long-term average price of KSh.58.00.  
The product is readily available in most rural centres where price varies from KSh.50.00 to KSh.70.00.The 
price is expected to stabilize at the current level in the next 2 months. 
The maize meal price was normal at the current period of the year. 

Fig 10: A graph of the current prices of Posho against the long-term (2002-13) average 

 
 
 3.2.3   Beans 

The price of beans was KSh.82.40. the price remained as it was the previous month. 
The price varies slightly with the livelihoods where the prices was KSh. 70.00 in the agro-pastoral which 
borders their source, that is, Ethiopia and more expensive by KSh.30 in the pastoral cattle livelihood zone. 
The price is normal for this period of the year and is expected to stabilize for the next 6 months. 
 
Figure 9: A graph of 2013 price of beans against the current year 2014 

 

3.2.4 Rice 

Price of rice dropped slightly to KSh.84.50 from KSh.85.40 per Kg in October. The commodity’s price has 

stabilized at a close range of KSh.80.00 and KSh.90.00 across the county. 
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Fig 11: The graph below shows the long mean price of Rice against the current year 2014 

 
 

It is expected to remain at the above range till the end of the year. The price was almost equivalent to the 
long-term average price of KSh.84.66. 
 

3.3 Access to Food and Water 
3.3.2 Availability of milk for household consumption 

Production of milk increased in most pastoral households for their own consumption and sale as 
compared to the previous month. Milk retail prices in most urban centres reduced significantly, enabling 
more affordability even to low income households in the towns who are mostly pastoral drop outs.  
With increase in production, milk for household consumption improved significantly in rural and urban 
centres in the County.  
The consumption of fresh milk is expected to be high in December as production increases following 
improvement of pasture and browse as well as pasture resources in most parts of the county. 

 
3.3.3 Availability of water for household consumption 
Household access and Utilization  

Distances to household water reduced significantly to 3Km from 6Km that was recorded in October.  

Many households used water impounded in water pans, natural ponds and seasonal rivers unlike the 
previous months where most reliable sources were boreholes. However its quality is poor in that most is 
usually contaminated.  
The ministry of Health (Public Health dept), in respond to this, distributed aqua tabs to households all 
over the county. 
Water obtained from boreholes and shallow wells in all livelihood zones is usually clean but saline in 
nature. Households were able to obtain at least 3 20 litre jerricans for use in a day.  
Households accessing water from shallow wells and boreholes were reported to be few as most had 
shifted to nearer options. 
The amounts are expected to reduce as rains are expected to cease in the month of December. The 

quantities available are above amounts that were accessible at the same period last year. 

The distances recorded are lower than the average distance recorded at a similar period the previous 

year. 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Year 2014 86.40 86.92 85.50 86.67 87.60 86.40 84.10 84.90 83.80 85.43 84.50

Average 2002-13 82.83 82.58 83.05 84.71 80.35 81.63 82.20 85.30 85.31 84.61 84.66 85.93
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Average 2012-13 3.7 6.6 6.7 2.0 2.2 4.5 5.9 6.3 7.9 8.3 6.1 7.5

Year 2014 9.27 9.48 4.2 2.3 4.1 7.2 7.5 7.7 9.6 8.25 3.7
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Current Average HH Return Distances Vs Longterm Average 2012-13 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

 Average 2012-13 7.7 10.8 12.9 3.9 5.2 8.3 10.3 10.7 12.4 15.2 9.7 10.6

 Year 2014 15.4 16.5 9.0 5.4 9.8 13.6 14.6 15.8 17.9 15.5 6.7
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Current Average Livestock Return Distances Vs Longterm Average 2012-13 

Fig 3: A graph of long-term mean distance covered by HHs to Water points against current year 2014 

 
Livestock access 

Average distance to watering points from grazing fields was 6.7km. there was a significant decrement 

from 9.7Km in October to 6.7km in the month under review. There was a huge variation among the 

livelihood zones where some had pastoralists covering up to 20Km following poor rains especially in the 

pastoral all-species livelihood zone. 

The decrement can be attributed to availability of water in open earth pans and natural ponds in most 

livelihood zones following the rains received during the month under review. 

These sources are expected to last for a short period after cessation of the rains in December after which 

pastoralists will turn to boreholes. 

Frequency of watering animals decreased considerably as animals consumed fresh, green and leafy 

pastures and browse. 

 Distances too reduced greatly a break from long distance trek to boreholes during the ended dry spell. 

The quantities available during the month are better than the amount that was available during the same 

time last year. 

   Fig 4: A graph of long-term mean distance covered by HHs to Water points against current year 2014 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept oct Nov Dec

Mean(2006-2013) 30.0 30.7 30.0 28.6 31.8 29.6 30.9 31.0 24.5 31.6 27.0 38.5

Max 36.3 42.9 38.1 33.8 35.8 34.1 40.4 37.3 37.7 51.4 49.0 76.3

Min 24.2 19.5 26.4 23.6 18.2 26.2 25.0 22.6 14.8 24.1 15.5 14.3

2014 15.0 15.4 15.9 14.5 13.2 13.4 15.4 21.3 18.8 19.60 17.03
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Wajir county 2014 Nutritional status of children between(12-59)months as 

compared to 2006-2013 avarages 

4.0 UTILISATION INDICATORS 
4.1 Health and Nutrition Status 

4.1.1 MUAC 

Fig 13: A graph of 2014 Nutritional status of children btn 12-59 months against 2006-13 
long-term mean 

 
Malnutrition 

The proportion of children at risk (<5years for MUAC<135mm) was 17.03% which was a slight reduction 
from 19.6% recorded in October. The slight decrement indicated a sign of improvement in nutritional 
status of children under 5 years children. 
The month’s rate was normal as it lay between the range of 15.5% to 49%. The mean was however lower 
than the long-term mean for November of 27.0%. 
The improvement could be as a result of the increased consumption of fresh milk both in rural and urban 
centres. 
 
Health 

 October malnutrition reports: 20 child (6-59 months) was admitted as in-patient with Severe Acute 

Malnutrition, registering an increment. 394 children (6-59 months) were admitted to the Outpatient 

Therapeutic Program (OTP) and 1301 children (6-59 months) were admitted to Supplementary 

Feeding Programme (SFP). (Source: DHIS October 2014) 

Malnutrition was on the rise in the entire county contributed to by the drought that threatened 

livestock production greatly. 

 Under 5 years morbidity in October was; pneumonia (935), diarrhea (3012), malaria (177), diseases 

of the skin incl. wounds (901), Ear infections (843). (Source: DHIS October 2014). Notably ear 

infections were noted be on the rise. 

 Over 5 year’s morbidity in October was: pneumonia (1751), confirmed malaria (181), Urinary Tract 

Infections (2581), Rheumatism joint pains (892), and diseases of the skin including wounds (1706). 

(Source: DHIS  October 2014) 

No disease outbreak was reported in the month under review. 

 

4.2    Coping Strategy 
4.2.1 Coping Strategy Index  

 Internal and external migration to areas with more amounts of water, browse and pastures. 

 Purchasing basic food items on credit from local shops. 

 Financial aid and remittances from higher wellbeing relatives and families living in and out of 
Wajir County. 
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 Borrowing and receiving of gifts from neighbors. 

 Engaging in casual labour in construction and service industries 

 Food and water support services offered by various NGOs and the County Government of Wajir 
 

5.0   Current Intervention Measures (Action) 

5.1 Non-food interventions 

 Provision of drugs and supplies in all health facilities continued. 

 Hunger Safety Net Programme phase 2 (HSNP II) began opening of accounts for the group 2 

(about 50,000 beneficiaries who did not qualify for the regular cash transfers implemented by 

Equity Bank Wajir Branch and coordinated by HelpAge International partner DPA. The group I, i.e 

regular cash transfer beneficiaries are expecting their 10th cycle in December 2014. 

 The National Drought Contingency Fund (NDCF) from European Union (EU) through the National 

Drought Management Authority (NDMA) funded various interventions aimed at protecting 

livelihoods. The activities that were undertaken during the month under review include; 

i. Livestock sector: Mob up vaccination of shoats and cattle against CCPP and PPR as well as 
deworming are were carried out in the month under review where the initial target of 
400,000 heads was exceed countywide.  

ii. Livestock sector; Hay, was distributed to all eligible locations in the county 
iii. Health Sector; 125,000 aqua tabs were distributed across the county 

 
The Hunger Safety went a long way in protecting some vulnerable households from sale of livestock 

especially goats when the market prices were so poor. Again the cash enabled more parents to keep their 

children in school without much struggle that contributes to absenteeism of the pupils. 

NDMAs funded mob-up vaccination achieved beyond the target in protecting livestock especially small 

stock from the endemic CCPP and PPR. Veterinary teams took the opportunity to treat any other common 

disease that animals were diagnosed. They also dewormed hundreds of heads. 

Households were able to treat the locally acquired water from water pans and natural ponds. 

 

5.2 Food Aid  

 NDMA through the EUs Drought Contingency Fund (DCF) procured and distributed  food for fees 
were delivered and distributed to 40 beneficiary schools across the county. The food is aimed at 
reducing fee requirements for poor and bright students in the beneficiary schools. 

 World Food Programme (WFP) protracted relief and recovery operation (PRRO) continued as 
outlined below: 

i. Supplementary Feeding Programme (SFP)where 7,355 beneficiaries were reached. This 
programme targets malnourished children below five years and pregnant and lactating 
mothers. It is also implemented by MoH in all facilities and outreach sites across the 
county. Partners in the programme include MOH, SCI, IRK, and ALDEF.  

ii. School Meals Programme (SMP), where 74,530 school children received food upto the 
end of the term(MOE).  

iii. General Food Programme (GFP) where 146,815 beneficiaries received food. 
iv. Micro Nutrient Powders (MNP), 25,462 children were reached in November. Save The 

Children International and Islamic Relief Kenya are handling the community mobilization 
component. This programme targets children 6 - 23 months old and implemented 
through MoH and is carried out in all health facilities and outreach sites across the 
county. 
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6. Emerging Issues 
6.1      Insecurity/Conflict/Human Displacement  

Minor incidences of conflict were reported in the Agro-pastoral LZ after the resident community clashed 
with migrating herders from the all-species LZ in search of better pastures for their livestock.  
The matter was resolved immediately. 

 
6.2    Migration 

Internal migrations within the county were minimal.  
However, herders from several parts of the pastoral all-species LZ migrated northwards to agro-
pastoral LZ where pastures and browse are of better quantity and quality following heavy rains that 
were received in late October.  
The most common type of migratory movement was as a result of herder’s quest for better 
regenerated pastures and more water and that was within individual livelihood zones. 
 

6.3 Food Security Prognosis 

With the below average performance of rains in the month under review, the development of 
vegetation adequate for animals would be curtailed, water availability too was below average level 
(declining in most livelihoods). These factors will hinder sufficient recovery of all livestock species in 
all livelihood zones. The likely impact is partial recovery of market terms and this will worsen the 
terms of trade. Food security at risk if ToT goes down. 
Current inter-zone migrations might fan a rise in resource based conflicts a scenario that will worsen 
the food security of the conflicting communities. 
Wajir West and Eldas sub-counties received very poor overall rains in the current rainy season and 
animal production in the areas was already being affected negatively, prompting early migrations in 
the area. The area has no water collected nor regenerating natural vegetation. 

 
7. Recommendations 
 The contingency plan needs to be activated to enable roll out of interventions that will protect the 

livelihoods of the zones that had poor rains and others that might slide into alarm state. 

 Strengthen programs aimed at building capacity of Water Users Associations (WUAs) across the 

county to effectively manage the just collected water resources at various collection points and 

efficient management of boreholes.   

 Initiate early pasture conservation projects across the county. 

 Devise initiatives of managing livestock herd sizes. The herds should be kept low since the current 

state and amounts of pastures and browse might be insufficient given the period from December till 

mid-March when the long rains 2015 are expected. 

 Better marketing strategies of livestock should be sought to enable the pastoralists make better 

profits after sale of their animals in case they seek to reduce their herds. 

 Strengthen County’s Peace building initiatives to address current resource-based conflicts and those 

that may arise following the poor performance of rains in some parts of the county. 

 Strengthen the extension services/technical assistance to small scale farmers in the county to 

ensure better development of crops for enhanced benefits to utilize the current rainy season. 

 Health outreaches to promote the use of the distributed aqua especially for those areas where 

households are now using water from open earth pans and natural ponds. 

 
 
 
 
 


