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SITUATION OVERVIEW         

 The county drought situation is at alert stage on worsening trend following the depressed rainfall 

which was poorly distributed in both time and space. 

 Some parts of the county such as Diff and Griftu received little showers with no impact on the 

natural vegetation. Most days of the month were characterized by cloud cover, marking the 

beginning of winter season. In addition traces of rainfall were experienced in most livelihood 

zones but only in few days over the month under review. (Source; Meteorology dept).  

 The general condition of pastures and browse is poor in most parts of the county. The worst hit 

livelihood zone is the pastoral all-species livelihood zone in Wajir East, West, Eldas and Sabuli 

cattle pastoral zone. Only a small proportion of the county has forage in a fair condition and 

mostly in parts of the agro-pastoral livelihood zone.  

 Body conditions of all livestock species ranges from fair to good. Livestock in agro-pastoral 

livelihood zone have shown signs of recovery while those in all species, camel and cattle 

livelihood zones shown slow rate of recovery due to pasture and water related stresses.  

 Availability and accessibility of water resources is a major challenge in all the livelihood zones. 

Currently the county government of Wajir is water trucking 75 settlements as the water pans did 

not impound water. Water scarcity is likely to worsen as the dry season progresses till October 

when the short rains are expected. 

 Average household return distances to water points increased from 4.1Km to 7.2Km.This is above 

the average return distance of 4.5Km as recorded during the same period in the previous year. 

 Average distance from grazing areas to watering points increased to 13.6Km from 9.8Km the 

previous month as more of the partially-filled water pans, natural ponds and other temporary 

water collection points got exhausted. 

 Top prevalent diseases in the county are; other diseases of respiratory system, diseases of the skin 

(incl. wounds), pneumonia, urinary tract infections (UTI) and malaria (confirmed and clinical) 

both in persons over 5 years and children under 5 years of age. Diarrhea was more pronounced 

among children under 5 years of age. (DHIS, May2014). 

 The proportion of children at risk, that is, children below 5years of age for M.U.A.C. <135mm 

increased slightly to 13.41% from 13.2% the previous month.  

 There were 400 new OTP admissions, an increment from 227 in the previous month. 607 new 

admissions into SFP as compared to 523 in April. A total of 24 children severely malnourished 

with complications were admitted as In-patients. (DHIS May 2014). 

 Migration of livestock from the conflict areas of pastoral camel livelihood zone to the agro-

pastoral in the north, pastoral cattle in the south and Somalia was observed. In addition 

pastoralists migrated from Wajir West, Tarbaj and Eldas all species livelihood zone to Wajir 

South, Isiolo and Marsabit Counties in search of better pastures and water.  

 Insecurity cases in Tarbaj and Wajir Central were reported and about 12,100 persons have been 

displaced and are in various camps in Tarbaj, Elben, Sarman, Kutulo, Waradey and Eldas. 
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Current interventions 

 SMART Survey covering the entire county was undertaken from 16
th

 to 25
th

 June. The survey 

was undertaken by the Ministry of Health, Nutrition Department with support from Save the 

Children in Wajir East and South and Islamic Relief in Wajir West and North. 

 NID Round II Polio Campaign was carried out from 21
nd

 to 25
th 

June. The campaign was 

implemented by the Ministry of Health with support from World Health Organization (WHO). 

Some support was done by Islamic Relief and Save the Children in Wajir West/North/Eldas 

and Wajir East/South/Tarbaj respectively. 

 Water trucking is ongoing in 75 centres. The department of water is also undertaking various 

projects countywide aimed at building resilience in terms of water availability and 

accessibility.  

 The department of water continued drilling new boreholes as well as equipping the newly 

drilled boreholes and consequently repairing those broken down in readiness for the long dry 

spell months from July to early October. 

 Veterinary department is carrying out mass vaccinations against PPR, CCPP in shoats, 

anthrax in camel and cattle and treatments against intestinal worms in all species, black 

quarter cattle and lumpy skin all sub-counties of the county. Routine surveillance also 

continued.  

 World Food Programme (WFP) protracted relief and recovery operation continued as outlined 

below: 

i. Supplementary Feeding Programme (SFP) with a target of 7,660 pupils in 62 health 

facilities. Partners include MOH, SCI, IRK, and ALDEF.  

ii. School Meals Programme (SMP) with 70,652 beneficiaries in 190 schools; partners 

include Ministry of Education (MOE).  

iii. General Food Programme (GFP) has been up-scaled from 111,700 to 131,700 

beneficiaries. 

 Hunger Safety Net Programme phase 2 (HSNP II) beneficiaries received their sixth cycle 

payment. The bank distributed 8193 smart cards by mid June. 

Recommendations to County Government/CSG and national KFSSG  

1. Raise resources from development partners to support a scale up of the ongoing vaccination 

exercise by the Veterinary Department of the County Government to cover at least the 

recommended coverage of 70% of livestock in each livelihood zone.  

2. Peace building initiative to be undertaken between the warring communities to prevent further 

conflicts in the county. 

3. Early initiation of pasture conservation projects in liaison with development partners and local 

communities. 

4. Distribution of water purification tablets to households to enable them purify water fetched 

from open sources to prevent water borne diseases. 

5. Water situation surveillance to be intensified in areas that received poor rains in the just 

concluded rain season and upscale water interventions where need arises. Long-term 

investments on water should also be undertaken. 
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6. Device mechanisms to reduce the spread of emerging diseases such as kalazar which has 

claimed several lives. 

1.0 Environmental Indicators (Stability) 

1.1 Rainfall  

The average amount of rainfall received during the month of June in the county was 1.1mm. Griftu 

and Diff stations recorded a total of 4.8mm and 4.5mm respectively.  

Wajir Airport Station recorded a rainfall amount of 1.8mm while most other stations recorded only 

traces. The month was characterized by cloudy weather and relatively low day-time temperatures. 

These were the weather characteristics at the same time last year. The cloudy weather pattern is 

expected to continue till early August. 

 

Amount of rainfall received in Wajir County in 2014 against amounts in 2013 

 

1.2 Condition of Natural Vegetation, Forage and Pasture 

Most shrubs and trees shed their leaves whereas most herbs and grass were observed to be dry. Green 

shrubs are rare to get in areas that received very low amount of rainfall especially in the pastoral all-

species livelihood zone.  In general, most areas had their natural vegetation recover at a very low 

index. 

This situation marks beginning of usual migrations as pastoralists seek adequate pastures and browse 

of better quantity and quality. The upper pockets of agro-pastoral livelihood zone, have relatively 

well recovered vegetation while most parts of all-species, parts of cattle and pastoral camel livelihood 

zones remain largely dry and pasture stressed.  

Quality: Pastures and browse quality ranged from poor to fair in most livelihood zones. 

Average quality of pastures was observed in small pockets of the agro-pastoral and the 

pastoral cattle livelihood zones. Others have less than 10% of their land mass covered by well 

regenerated vegetation and this is expected to worsen in the coming months. 

Quantity: Recovery of natural vegetation in most livelihood zones was hindered following 

the poorly distributed rainfall and as such, the quantity of forage available ranges from fair to 
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poor. Quantities available are so poor in the all-species, pastoral camel and parts of pastoral 

cattle livelihood zones. Exhaustion of grazing fields was the greatest cause of most internal 

and external migrations of pastoralists from the named affected areas. 

However, quantity of pastures in Bute, Gurar and Danaba agro-pastoral livelihood zone is 

relatively good and huge populations of livestock were reported in those areas during the 

month under review. This might lead to quick exhaustion of the available pastures and browse 

in the zone. Overall, quantities of available pastures and browse are expected to be at a critical 

status within two months. 

1.3 Water Sources and Availability 

1.3.1 Water Sources 

Household water sources in most livelihood zones included boreholes, shallow wells, open earth 

pans, boreholes, water tanks and water trucking. Families in most parts of the agro-pastoral livelihood 

zone used open earth pans as their major source of water. 

Most livestock herds depended on boreholes spread across the county while few others on water pans 

and shallow wells.  Boreholes are being given a keen attention by the Department of Water for utmost 

reliability as the county transitions into a dry period (July to September) following the cessation of 

the MAM rains whose performance was below the long term average. 

1.3.2 Household Access to Water  

Temporary sources of water for household consumption decreased as more pans and natural ponds 

dried up in most livelihood zones that had little precipitation. Most households are currently 

accessing water through boreholes and water trucking in over 75 centres across the county. Amounts 

of water resources available to each livelihood zone vary with the source and this also influenced the 

quality. 

Quality: Water sourced from boreholes is normally clean but saline in nature. Most open 

earth pans are prone to contamination and therefore of poor quality. Shallow wells in Wajir 

County are of poor quality and require regular treatment. 

Quantity: Availability of water for household consumption is generally poor in most 

livelihood zones and is deteriorating day by day. Only a small percentage of the county 

received near normal rainfall to fill the water pans and recharged the shallow wells. On 

average pastoral households can access 40 litres of water per day. 

Distances to water points: Distances to household water increased to 7.2Km from 4.1Km. 

This is due to increasing water scarcity as more of the temporary water collection points got 

exhausted following the secession of MAM rainy season. 
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A graph showing long-term average distance covered by HHs to Water points against current year 

2014 

 

1.3.3 Livestock Water Access 

Borehole and shallow wells remained the most reliable and accessible water sources during the month 

under review. There are few water pans in Wajir North, parts of South that have some amount of 

water for livestock and household consumption.  

Quality: Open earth pans and natural ponds water available was reported to be of good 

quality during the month under review.  Salinity is one major factor affecting the quality of 

borehole water such that some boreholes produce highly concentrated saline water hindering 

consumption by cattle and shoats especially in the cattle livelihood zone. Others in pastoral 

all-species and pastoral camel have boreholes with relatively low salinity. 

Quantity: The quantity of water resources available to the pastoral communities in agro-

pastoral, all species and cattle livelihood zones remained low. Most temporary water 

collection points are dry and this is evidenced by long queues observed and reported in most 

boreholes and the few remaining water pans. The situation is slightly worse as compared to a 

similar period the previous year and is expected to worsen as the dry spell progresses. 

Distance to watering points from grazing areas: Average distance to watering points from 

grazing fields significantly increased from 9.3Km to 13.6Km in the month under review. The 

distance however varies intensely with each livelihood zone.  Pastoral camel, cattle and all-

species livelihood zones had the longest distances recording about 18Km, 25Km and 23Km 

respectively. 

The increment in distance is largely due to extensive search for better of pastures and browse 

in the above mentioned livelihood zones. The distances are expected to increase significantly 

as the dry spell progresses. 

 

A graph of LTA distance by livestock from grazing areas to water points against current year 2014 
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1.4 Insecurity/Conflict/Human Displacement 

Insecurity incidences were reported along the Mandera-Wajir Border where scores of people lost their 

lives and several others injured. There was resource based conflict along the border and parts of Wajir 

town. The conflict caused widespread displacement of several pastoralist households. There are IDPs 

living in Tarbaj, Eldas, Waradey, Elben, Sarman, Duntow, Kutulo and Hodhan. 

1.5 Migration 

There was migration of livestock herders from pastoral-camel livelihood zone which received below 

normal rainfall and also affected by tribal clashes. Most pastoralists moved to the agro-pastoral and 

some towards the pastoral-cattle livelihood zones. Out migrations to Western Somalia, Marsabit and 

Isiolo counties were also reported.  

 

2.0 Rural Indicators (Food Availability) 

2.1 Livestock Production  

High birth rate in camels was observed in all livelihood zones.  Young ones of cattle and shoats that 

were born between April and June (the month under review) were reported to be in good development 

status. Animal production however is expected to be affected by the deteriorating water and pastures 

availability. Meat production and milk production were affected negatively by migrations to other 

counties.  

The rate of milk production went down considerably in most livelihood zones.  

2.1.1 Livestock Body Condition 

The general body condition of shoats and cattle species is fair in all livelihood zones.  Cattle and 

sheep (grazers) body conditions require monitoring as they are likely to be affected by the low 

availability of grass following poor germination and/or regeneration in most livelihood zones.  

Camel species currently was reported and observed to be in good body condition in all livelihood 

zones. Cattle from the pastoral-cattle and the agro-pastoral livelihood zones are in fair body 

conditions. 

The animal body condition reported during the month under review is slightly of lower status than it 

was reported during the same period the previous year. The condition is expected to get worse as the 

pastures and browse available deteriorate at a faster rate than the one recorded last year. 
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2.1.2 Livestock Diseases 

Following the routine disease surveillance, PPR was confirmed in shoats and approximately a quarter 

of the population was vaccinated against the disease.  The same number was also vaccinated against 

CCPP. Cattle in Wajir West and South were vaccinated against BQ (anthrax). About a quarter were 

also treated against pneumonia in Wajir West, North , East and South.  

2.1.3 Milk production 

Milk production in the month under review decreased as compared to the previous month. This was 

confirmed by the reduced amounts supplied to town centres and high retail prices. Most milking 

animals reduced the rate of production largely due to increased water distances and deteriorating 

quantity and quality of pastures and browse. The rate is low as compared to the rate that was reported 

the same period the previous year. 

This has pushed prices up slightly are higher than those recorded during the same period last year and 

are expected to rise further  as the dry spell continues. 

 

2.2 Crop Production 

2.2.1 Timeliness and Condition of Various Crop Production Activities 

Crops under small scale irrigation are in good condition whereas rain fed crops such as maize were 

reported to have withered. Crops such as watermelon that does relatively well under rain fed 

conditions has been hit by the early cessation.  Crops grown under small-scale irrigation in Wajir 

Central are doing fairly well. The poor performance of the long rains had negative impact on 

development of crops which will be confirmed by the expected no harvest and/or poor harvest if any. 

2.2.2 Pests and Diseases 

There were no reports of crop destruction by pests and diseases so far. There was noticeable reduced 

number of land cultivated in agro pastoral livelihood zone.  

2.2.3 Harvest 

The month marked the culmination for harvesting of water melon grown under small-scale irrigation 

farms. The fruits are being supplied to Wajir Central Market. Other fruits supplied to the Wajir 

market from local production included pawpaw and capsicum. Kales and spinach recorded very low 

supply during the month under review. 

3.0 Access to Food  

Common food items such as rice, sifted maize flour and posho were available without notable price 

increments. Vegetables were also available in the central but were in short supply in rural markets. 

3.1 Livestock Marketing 

The livestock market remained normal during the month of June. Most herders of cattle and camel 

sold their animals in major markets. This is unlike herders of shoats who sell in rural markets who 

seek to obtain quick earnings to meet the normal household expenditure. (Dept. of Livestock 

production) 

3.1.1 Cattle Prices 

The average household price increased to Kshs.23, 922.00 from Kshs.22, 351.00 in May. Cattle 

market prices increased significantly where a mature male was sold at Kshs.38, 000, 00 while a 

mature female was sold at an average price of Kshs.34, 000.00. A young male was sold at an average 

of Kshs.18, 000.00. 
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The prices recorded were slightly high as compared to the long term average. The prices are expected 

to rise further in July and August. 

Cattle market recorded a volume of over 700 (Wajir and Habaswein markets) in the month under 

review. The volumes were reported to have increased as compared to the previous month of May. 

 

The graph below indicates cattle long term mean prices against current year 2014.  

 

The above, are the two major markets located in Wajir county where pastoralists from as far as 

100Km coverage to market their cattle. Other markets accessible to pastoralists in the county include 

Moyale to the North and Dagahaley to the South.  

In the above markets, cattle prices are good and therefore provide good returns to pastoralists who 

manage to access them. 

3.1.2  Goat  Prices 

Average price of a mature goat increased to Kshs.4, 116.00 from Kshs.3, 908.00 during the previous 

month. This was slightly more than the long term average price. The price largely varied with 

livelihood zones and accessibility to main markets. For example, in areas near Wajir and Habaswein 

markets, farm gate prices recorded were high as compared to areas far from the major market.  

Market price for a mature female was recorded at Kshs.6, 500.00 while mature male recorded high 

prices of over Kshs.7, 000.00.  

A young male was sold at Kshs.2, 500. Young females were not common in the market.  A mature 

male in rural markets such as Eldas, Griftu, Tarbaj, Diff and Sabuli was sold at an average price of 

Kshs.4, 000.00 implying a difference of Kshs.3000 when compared to the market price. 

Goat markets take place daily in major markets and 2-3 days in a week in rural markets. 

Over 4000 goats were sold during the month under review where an increment in the volumes was 

recorded.  
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The graph below shows goat long term mean prices against current year 2014 

 

3.1.3 Camel Prices 

The average household price for a camel increased to Kshs.51,250.00 from Kshs.47,352.00 in May, 

which is a significant increase.  This is significantly less than the average price of Kshs.57,980.00 

recorded during the same period the previous but higher than the long-term average price of         

Kshs.37,139.00. 

Average market price for a mature male camel was Kshs.75, 000.00 while a mature female was sold 

at average of Kshs.63, 000.00.  All camels are sold at major markets. 

This implies a reduction as compared to the same period last year where a mature male recorded a 

price of Kshs.80, 000.00. Camel prices are expected to remain stable in the coming months given that 

their body conditions range from fair to good in most livelihood zones. 

 

The graph below indicates camel long term mean prices against current year 2014 
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Market volume recorded was slightly above 200 in Wajir and Habaswein markets and was reported to 

be an increment as compared to the previous month. 

3.2 Livestock sales 

An increase in livestock market volumes was reported with shoats recording highest trade volumes. 

Cattle and camel volumes were reported to have increased as compared to the previous month. Most 

pastoralists withheld large stock, that is, cattle and camel and instead preferred selling shoats to meet 

immediate and basic household needs. Most pastoralists usually sold large stock to cater for weddings 

and large expenses such as school and college fees as well as funding construction projects. Other 

animals sold in the major market include chicken and donkey.  

3.3 Milk consumption 

Consumption of fresh milk was affected due to reduction in supply to most urban centres in June 

pushing prices up.  In rural centres 750ml bottle cow milk was sold between Kshs.50.00 and 

Kshs.70.00, recording a rise of Kshs.10.00 to Sh.20.00. Goat milk production is so low in most 

livelihood zones and therefore most of it is retained for household consumption. The little available is 

supplied at Kshs.80 to Kshs.120.00 for each 750ml bottle. Camel milk was sold at an average of 

Kshs.60.00 and Kshs.40.00 in the pastoral cattle and agro-pastoral livelihood zones respectively.  

Consumption was reported to be so low in areas where the livestock have migrated from either in 

search of pasture and water or conflict. Milk consumption in Wajir Town has also reduced as a result 

of low supply of the commodity. Milk production is expected to decrease further in coming months as 

pastures and browse in most parts deteriorate and migrations become more frequent. 

3.4 Food Prices 

3.4.1 Maize 

Average price of a kilogram of dry maize grains increased insignificantly to Kshs.49.05 from 

Kshs.48.95 in the previous month. This is slightly less than the price of Kshs.50.00 recorded in June 

last year and the long term average. The price was noted to be relatively uniform across all livelihood 

zones where it is sold at between Kshs.40.00 and Kshs.50.00 in most centres. Maize price is expected 

to remain stable in the coming months. 

A graph showing current average price of maize as compared to the long term average price 
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3.4.2 Posho (Maize meal) 

The graph below shows the current prices of posho against the long-term average 

 

Price of a kilogram of posho decreased slightly from Kshs.58.80 to Kshs.58.52 in the month 

under review. This was almost similar to the long term average price of Kshs.58.42. The price 

is lower than the amount of Kshs.63.00 recorded during the same period last year.   

In addition a kilogram of sifted maize flour was sold at an average of Kshs.87.91, with a 

minimum retail price of Kshs.80.00 in Wajir central and its environs and a maximum of 

Kshs.100.00 in other rural centres. This was slightly above the long term average of Kshs 

48.80. 

3.4.3 Rice 

Price of rice reduced by about Ksh.1.00 from Kshs.87.60 to Kshs.86.40 per Kg in the month 

under review. The commodity’s price has stabilized at a close range of Kshs.85 and 

Kshs.87.00 and the observed variations are insignificant. It is expected to remain at the above 

range till the end of the year. The price is significantly higher than the long term average for 

the same period of Kshs.81.60. 

The commodities price varies with variety where the cheapest variety available in most shop 

outlets costs Kshs.70.00 in Wajir Central and nearby centers. In most other rural centres, the 

commodity price varies between Kshs.80.00 and Kshs.100.00. 

The graph below shows the long mean price of Rice against the current year 2014 
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3.4.4 Other Major Purchased Food Items 

3.4.4.1 Vegetables (Cabbages, Kales, Irish Potatoes, Tomatoes, Onions) 

Price of 1 Kg of tomatoes reduced from Kshs.120.00 to Kshs.80.00 due to increased supply 

from the farms.  

Price of potatoes reduced from Kshs.80.00 to Kshs.50.00, whereas a Kg of onions increased 

from Kshs.80.00 to Kshs.100.00. A piece of cabbage was sold at Kshs.100.00 a reduction 

from Kshs.130.00 in the previous month. Prices of the above commodities are normal and are 

expected to stabilize if the current supply systems are not affected by incidences such as 

insecurity and transport hitches. 

The retail prices for other major market items remained stable at Wajir market as shown in the 

table below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.4.4.2 Meat 

A kilogram of meat maintained an average price of Kshs.400 in Wajir Central and other 

market centres. The most commonly sold meat in Wajir is that of camel and goat species.  

 

3.5 Income 

Sale of livestock remained the main income for most people in the entire county whereas sale of 

products such as milk, meat and skins supplemented the earnings. This was the same source of 

income at the same time last year and is expected to continue for the rest of the year. 

Sale of locally grown water melon was observed to be at peak and formed an alternative source of 

income for farmers who supplied the fruits to the Wajir market.  Production and sale of locally grown 

vegetables went down. 

Sale of Fast Moving Consumer Goods (FMCG) is actively ongoing. Other active sources of income 

included employment in small and medium enterprises and casual labour in construction industry. 

3.5.1 Livestock income 

Income from sale of livestock increased slightly due to increment in market prices. This was however 

low as compared to market prices and volumes recorded at the same period in the previous year. 

Livestock income is expected to receive a boom as residents gear towards closure of Holy month of 

Ramadhan at the end of the current month of July. Income from milk went down due to a reduction in 

the amount produced and supplied to urban centres. The income realized in the month under review 

was low as compared to the previous month.  

3.5.2 Crop income 

Sale of fruits such as water melon is at peak, though the amount and size of fruits in supply are less as 

compared to the ones supplied during the same period last year. Sale of locally grown paw paws was 

normal. Other crops where residents generate some income are sale of vegetable items including 

Commodity Price (Kshs.) 

Onions (1 kg) 100.00 

Cabbage (1 piece) 100.00 

Tomato (1Kg) 80.00 

Irish potato (1 kg) 50.00 

Sukuma wiki (kales) (1kg) 80.00 
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capsicum, kale, and spinach. Generally crop income is expected to reduce once the watermelons run 

out of season before the end of July. 

3.5.3 Other incomes (Trade, Wages etc.) 

Other major sources of income included small and medium size enterprises for sale of basic consumer 

goods, foods, drinks and clothes. Engagement in casual labour especially in house and road 

construction was common source of income. 

 

4.0 Welfare (utilization of food)   

4.1 Nutrition Status 

The proportion of children at risk (<5years for M.U.A.C. <135mm) increased to 13.41% from 

13.20% in the previous month. The increment recorded is insignificant implying that the nutrition 

status of children under 5 years is relatively stable given that household production and consumption 

of milk and other foods is fair. This was below both the previous years and long-term average rates of 

14.8% and 15.83% respectively.  

However, the situation may change negatively due to frequent migrations of animals caused by 

ongoing fast deterioration of pastures and water resources in most livelihood zones leading to poor 

production and availability of milk for consumption by settled households.  

 

The graph below indicates the 2012 M.U.A.C. <135mm against the current year 2014 

 

4.2 Health  

 May malnutrition reports: 24 children (6-59 months) were admitted as in-patients with severe 

acute malnutrition, 400 children (6-59 months) were admitted to the outpatient therapeutic 

program (OTP) and 607 children (6-59 months) were admitted to supplementary feeding 

programme (SFP). (Source: DHIS May2014) 

 Under 5 years morbidity in May were; other diseases of respiratory system (5099), diarrhea 

(2150), pneumonia (1079), malaria (confirmed + clinical (338)), diseases of the skin incl. 

wounds (857).(Source: DHIS May 2014) 
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 Over 5years morbidity in May were: Other diseases of the respiratory system (5,826), malaria 

(confirmed + clinical (625)), urinary tract infections (1693), pneumonia (1,364), diseases of the 

skin including wounds (1318). (Source: DHIS May 2014) 

4.3 Flagged areas 

Wajir West all-species livelihood zone of Griftu, Athibohol, Garseyghoftu, Hadado and Arbajahan 

 Eldas, Wajir bor, Tarbaj, Dambas and Sarman all species livelihood zones require support of 

livestock herders and monitoring of both human and animal diseases.  The recent conflict has created 

congestion and widespread displacement of people and livestock. Other flagged areas include lower 

parts of the agro-pastoral livelihood zone as well as Sabuli, Abakdere and Diff in the cattle pastoral 

zone. Limited pasture and water are the main reasons for flagging these areas.  

 

5.0 Current interventions measure and copping strategies 

5.1 Non-food intervention 

 Provision of drugs and supplies in all health facilities continued. 

 Equipping of new boreholes as well as repair and maintenance of those broken down 

previously. 

5.2 Food Aid 

 Following the 2012 Short Rains Assessment, beneficiary figures were reviewed upwards from 

111, 700 to the current 131,700. 

 Wajir County Government provided emergency relief food to families affected by the recent 

conflict in parts of the County.  

 The national government has also provided food aid in form of rice, beans and vegetable oil 

which was distributed to vulnerable groups including boarding schools, orphanages, people 

living with HIV, TB, elderly, rural and urban poor.  

 School feeding program for Term II is ongoing with a beneficiary caseload of 70,652 in 190 

schools countywide. 

 Supplementary Feeding Program (SFP) implemented by MOH all over the county continued 

with support from Islamic Relief in Wajir West and North and Save the Children in Wajir 

South and East. 

5.3 Coping strategies 

 Internal and external migration to areas with more amounts of water, browse and pastures. 

 Purchasing basic food items on credit from local shops was commonly reported. 

 Financial aid and remittances from higher wellbeing relatives and families living in and out of 

Wajir County. 

 Borrowing and receiving of gifts from neighbors. 

 Engaging in casual labour in construction and service industries 
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6.0 Recommendations 

 Support and strengthen the ongoing conflict resolution and peace building initiatives to 

contain further conflicts. 

 Programs aimed at capacity building on water resource management skills should be put in 

place to enable the users effectively manage water needs by households and livestock to avoid 

misuse and conflicts over access. 

 Livestock vaccinations and diseases surveillance should be facilitated for a scale up scaled. 

 A close monitoring of functional boreholes should be carried out to address gen-sets break 

down and other malfunctions.  

 Provision of large water storage facilities to centres with boreholes to ensure that pumps don’t 

run continuously for 24 hours and a better distribution of flowing water to watering 

infrastructure (troughs). This will reduce the queues which results long waiting hours.  

 Support kitchen garden and small scale irrigation activities in areas with water sources.  

 Device mechanisms to reduce the spread of emerging diseases such as kalazar which has 

claimed several lives. 


