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Emergencies preparedness, response
Ebola virus disease – Democratic Republic
of the Congo
Disease outbreak news: Update 
12 December 2019

Twenty-seven new confirmed cases were reported from 4 to 10
December in the ongoing Ebola virus disease (EVD) outbreak in North
Kivu and Ituri provinces. The confirmed cases in this week were reported
from seven health areas in four health zones: Mabalako (67%, n=18),
Beni (22%, n=6), Mandima (7%, n=2), and Oicha (4%, n=1). This is a
substantial increase in the number of reported cases, compared to the
average of seven confirmed cases for the previous three weeks. All of
these cases are linked to three transmission chains. Of these 27 new
cases, 20 (74%) were registered contacts, including 10 (37%) who were
being followed up regularly. One community death was reported in an
individual whose body was intercepted by response personnel at a point
of control as they were being transported from Lwemba Health Area; a
safe and dignified burial was performed. All other cases were referred to
an Ebola Treatment Centre.

The majority of these new cases are linked to a single chain of
transmission, in which one individual was a potential source of infection
for 17 people. This is the second documentation of EVD illness in this
individual within a 6-month period. An investigation is ongoing to
understand the circumstances around this case. Among the possibilities
being investigated are reinfection and relapse. Reinfection would mean a
person who has recovered from EVD is infected with EVD from another
person; there has never been a documented case of this. Rare cases of
relapse have been documented, in which a person who has recovered
from EVD gets disease symptoms again.

In the past week, there were six new cases among health workers; five
of which were traditional practitioners, bringing the total number of health
workers infected in this outbreak to 169 (5% of all reported cases).

In Beni and Mabalako Health Zones, the overall average percentage of
contacts under surveillance in the last seven days has returned to levels
seen prior to the security events in past weeks. The volume of alerts and
the proportion of alerts investigated within 24 hours has made similar
improvements.

In the past 21 days (20 November to 10 December), 42 confirmed cases
were reported from 15 of the 71 (21%) health areas within four
neighbouring active health zones in North Kivu and Ituri provinces
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(Figure 2, Table 1): Mabalako (60%, n=25), Mandima (19%, n=8), Beni
(17%, n=7), and Oicha (5%, n=2). The majority of the cases (95%, n=40)
are linked to known chains of transmission. Mambasa Health Zone
recently cleared 42 days without any new confirmed cases.

As of 10 December, a total of 3340 EVD cases were reported, including
3222 confirmed and 118 probable cases, of which 2210 cases died
(overall case fatality ratio 66%) (Table 1). Of the total confirmed and
probable cases, 56% (n=1881) were female, and 28% (n=941) were
children aged less than 18 years.

Figure 1: Confirmed and probable Ebola virus disease cases by
week of illness onset by health zone. Data as of 10 December 2019*
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Figure 2: Confirmed and probable Ebola virus disease cases by
week of illness onset by health zone. Data as of 10 December 2019*

Enlarge image

*3340 confirmed and probable cases, reported as of 10 December 2019.
Excludes n=173 cases for whom onset dates not reported. Data in recent
weeks are subject to delays in case confirmation and reporting, as well
as ongoing data cleaning. Other health zones include: Alimbongo,
Ariwara, Biena, Bunia, Butembo, Goma, Kalunguta, Katwa, Kayna,
Komanda, Kyondo, Lolwa, Lubero, Mambasa, Manguredjipa, Masereka,

https://www.who.int/csr/don/figure1_20191212.PNG?ua=1
https://www.who.int/csr/don/figure2_20191212.PNG?ua=1
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Musienene, Mutwanga, Mwenga, Nyankunde, Nyiragongo, Pinga,
Rwampara, Tchomia, and Vuhovi.

Table 1: Confirmed and probable Ebola virus disease cases, and
number of health areas affected, by health zone, North Kivu and
Ituri provinces, Democratic Republic of the Congo, data as of 10
December 2019**
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**Total cases and areas affected during the last 21 days are based on
the initial date of case alert and may differ from date of confirmation and
daily reporting by the Ministry of Health.

Public health response

For further information about public health response actions by the
Ministry of Health, WHO, and partners, please refer to the latest situation
reports published by the WHO Regional Office for Africa:

Ebola situation reports: Democratic Republic of the Congo

WHO risk assessment

WHO continuously monitors changes to the epidemiological situation and
context of the outbreak to ensure that support to the response is adapted
to the evolving circumstances. The last assessment concluded that the
national and regional risk levels remain very high, while global risk levels
remain low.

WHO advice

WHO advises against any restriction of travel to, and trade with, the
Democratic Republic of the Congo based on the currently available
information. Any requirements for certificates of Ebola vaccination are
not a reasonable basis for restricting movement across borders or the
issuance of visas for travellers to/from the affected countries. WHO
continues to closely monitor and, if necessary, verify travel and trade

https://www.who.int/csr/don/table1_20191212.PNG?ua=1
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/ebola/drc-2019/situation-reports
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measures in relation to this event. Currently, no country has implemented
travel measures that significantly interfere with international traffic to and
from the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Travellers should seek
medical advice before travel and should practise good hygiene. Further
information is available in the WHO recommendations for international
traffic related to the Ebola Virus Disease outbreak in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo.

For more information, please see:

WHO resources and updates on Ebola virus disease
News and updates on the Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic
of the Congo
Highlights from the Meeting of the Strategic Advisory Group of Experts
(SAGE) on Immunization
The Strategic Advisory Group of Experts (SAGE) on Immunization
Ebola virus disease in the Democratic Republic of the Congo –
Operational readiness and preparedness in neighbouring countries
Update on Ebola drug trial: two strong performers identified
Ebola response funding

Related links

Ebola situation reports:
Democratic Republic of the
Congo
Previous outbreaks of Ebola
virus disease in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo
More about Ebola virus disease
Disease outbreak news: Ebola
virus disease (archive)
Ebola virus disease fact sheet

What we do 

Regions 

About us 

Subscribe to our newsletters

Privacy Legal Notice

https://www.who.int/ith/who-recommendations-for-international-travel-19july2019/en/
https://www.who.int/health-topics/ebola/#tab=tab_1
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/ebola/drc-2019/media-resources/news-releases
https://www.who.int/immunization/sage/meetings/2019/october/SAGE_Oct_2019_Meeting_Highlights.pdf?ua=1&ua=1
https://www.who.int/immunization/policy/sage/en/
https://www.who.int/csr/don/14-august-2018-ebola-drc/en/
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/12-08-2019-update-on-ebola-drug-trial-two-strong-performers-identified
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/ebola/drc-2019/funding
https://www.who.int/ebola/situation-reports/drc-2018/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/ebola-DRC-2017/en/
https://www.who.int/ebola/en/
https://www.who.int/csr/don/archive/disease/ebola/en/
https://www.who.int/en/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/ebola-virus-disease
https://www.who.int/redirect-pages/footer/quick-links
https://www.who.int/redirect-pages/footer/regions
https://www.who.int/redirect-pages/footer/about-us
https://www.who.int/news-room/newsletters
https://www.who.int/about/privacy/en/


12/13/2019 WHO | Ebola virus disease – Democratic Republic of the Congo

https://www.who.int/csr/don/12-december-2019-ebola-drc/en/ 5/5

© 2019 WHO

http://www.who.int/about/licensing/rss/en/
http://www.youtube.com/user/who?sub_confirmation=1
http://twitter.com/intent/follow?source=followbutton&variant=1.0&screen_name=who
http://www.facebook.com/WHO
http://instagram.com/who
http://www.linkedin.com/company/world-health-organization
https://www.who.int/about/copyright/en/

