
 
 

WHO mobile medical clinics reach displaced persons in Kalar district, 

Sulaymaniyah Governorate, Iraq 
 

Baghdad, Iraq, 16 May 2019 – More than 8000 internally displaced Iraqis living in 

camps and villages in Kalar and Kifri districts in Garmian, south east of Sulaymaniyah 

Governorate now have access to basic primary health services provided by WHO-

supported mobile medical teams.  

 

Following the closure of a primary health care in Tazade and Qoratu, internally displaced 

persons (IDP) camps earlier this year, thousands of men, women and children were left 

without access to medical care. Together with the Directorate of Health (DOH) and Civil 

Development Organization (CDO) a local Non-Government Organization, WHO 

established two mobile medical teams, each consisting of a medical doctor, a nurse and 

a pharmacy assistant. WHO also provided three ambulances to facilitate referrals of 

emergency patients.  

 

The mobile clinics serve IDPs in camps in Tazade and Qoratu, as well as IDPs and host 

communities throughout Kalar and Kifri districts. Many of these areas are located more 

than an hour away from Kalar hospital, the closest available secondary health facility.  

 

Services offered in the clinics include consultations, medicines, and referrals of 

emergency cases. The most common ailments treated include upper respiratory tract 

infections, diarrhea, and chronic diseases, including hypertension and diabetes. The 

medical teams also provide awareness raising sessions on prevention of communicable 

diseases and good health practices.  

 

“The mobile clinics are important because they also provide services such as nursing 

care and consultations which our community workers cannot provide,” said Dr Sirwan M 

Jamal, Health Director, Garmian Director of Health. “Without this support from WHO, we 

would not have been able to reach these locations, conduct 24/7 referrals as well as pay 

the incentives for the drivers and nurses working in the ambulances due to limited 

resources at our disposal,” Dr Sirwan added. 

 

Seven-month pregnant Bashtapa Mohammed and a mother of three children has lived 

in Qoratu camp for 5 years after being displaced from Diyala following an armed 

conflict. “There was a primary health care center here but it closed 2 months ago. I am 



 
happy that health care is one of the services that we continue to receive in this camp, 

because health is important,” she said.  

 

Those displaced are mainly from Anbar, Diyala and Salahadin and its unknown when 

they will return. Both Kalar & Kifri districts share territories with Dyala and Salahaddin 

governorates.  

 

WHO thanks its partners and donors, the Office of United States Foreign Disaster 

Assistance (USAID/OFDA) and European Union Humanitarian Aid (ECHO) for their 

continued cooperation and support to displaced men, women and children and those 

returning to locations from which they have previously been displaced. 

 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Pauline Ajello 

WHO Communications Officer 

+964) 7729877288 

ajellopa@who.int 

 

Ajyal Sultany 

WHO Communications Officer 

+964) 7740 892 878 

sultanya@who.int 

 

Gheeda Mayahi 

WHO Communications Officer 

+964) 7827886765 
almayahig@who.int 
 

 

mailto:ajellopa@who.int
mailto:sultanya@who.int
mailto:almayahig@who.int

