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Current Situation 

During 2018, a total of 21,812 measles cases were report-
ed in the Philippines: a 376% increase with 2017. With a 
Case Fatality Rate of 0.93%, 202 people died of the dis-
ease in 2018, most of them children.  

Between 1 and 9 February 2019, an additional 4,302 mea-
sles cases including 70 deaths were officially reported 
through the routine surveillance system from the Philip-
pines Department of Health (DoH): a 122% increase with 
the same time period in 2018 (see Table 1). 

Over 2,6 million children under-five are currently at risk of 
measles infection throughout the Philippines, with 80% 
coming from 7 out of 17 regions. 

Weak routine immunization is broadly agreed as the root 
cause for this outbreak, as well as previous outbreaks in 
2011 and 2014, resulting in poor immunization coverage 
(MVC2) over the past 10 years:  from 92% in 2008 to well 
below 70% in 2017. Initial figures for 2018 indicate fur-
ther decrease. With a significant number of the popula-
tion unvaccinated the risk of transmission only increases.  

Response so far 

DoH has now officially declared measles outbreaks in five regions in the Philippines: NCR (Metro Manila), 
Regions 3 (Central Luzon), 4A (CALABARZON), 6 (Western Visayas) and 7 (Central Visayas), in an effort to 
increase awareness among the broader public. Parents are urged to vaccinate their children, and to en-
sure children with suspected measles are brought in for treatment as soon as possible, to prevent avoid-
able deaths.  

DoH initiated a non-selective vaccination campaign for children 6 months to 5 years (all children without 
a documented history of 2 measles doses) as well as a selective campaign for school children aged 6 to 10 
years, as well as adult immunization based on preference, as 30% of reported measles cases are above 5 
years of age out of which 20% are above 15 years of age. 

As the current measles outbreak originated as early as end 2017, outbreak response immunization (ORI) 
was conducted in the last quarter of 2017 and a nationwide measles-rubella supplementary immuniza-
tion activity (MR-SIA) has been conducted since April 2018. Coverage of the Phase 1 MR-SIA in April to 
Jun 2018 reached 53%, while for Phase 2 only reached 25%. The campaign has however been effective in 
the 6 Regions of Mindanao, where the number of measles cases has been significantly reduced.  

 Cases Deaths 
2018 21,812 202 

2019* 4,321 70 
 * as of 9 Feb 2019 

 

 

 

Source: Philippines Department of Health Measles - Rubella 
Surveillance Report 10 February 2019 
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WHO and Health Partner Support 

In support of DoH, WHO has provided technical and some funding support to the National Immunization 
Programme of in the planning, implementation and monitoring of measles outbreak response activities. 
WHO is furthermore monitoring the effective implementation of the catch up measles vaccination cam-
paign to ensure the outbreak is contained. 

WHO is working closely together with UNICEF to raise significant funding needed for the proposed short-
term and longer-term interventions, which will be jointly implemented by DoH and other health partners 
like the Philippine Red Cross.  

Health partners supporting Barangay Health Stations and Rural Health Units all over the country, are 
disseminating crucial messages on measles diagnosis and case management. The Philippine Red Cross is 
working closely together with Local Government Units on social mobilization and awareness raising to 
increase vaccination coverage.  

Proposed interventions 

Whereas targeting unvaccinated children (so-called ‘defaulters’) through a nation-wide measles immun-
ization campaign aims to stop the current outbreak from spreading, a longer-term, structural interven-
tion to strengthen the capacity of DoH’s routine immunization program is crucial to prevent future out-
breaks from occurring by increasing the immunization coverage for measles and other vaccine-
preventable diseases. 

1)           Urgently immunize unvaccinated children under 5 years of age against measles 
2)           Recommendations for sustaining measles control and elimination 
3)           Strengthen routine immunization to improve coverage 


