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This Situation Report is issued by the World Health Organization-Solomon Islands Country Office and highlights the 
health update related to the Measles Outbreak in Solomon Islands. This covers the period of 1 to 7 September 2014. 
Data provided is based on the information gathered within the reporting period. The next report will be distributed on 
Monday, 15 September 2014. 

 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 953 cases of measles have been reported in Solomon Islands since 1 July 2014. 436 
new cases were reported in the last week. 

 Cases have been reported from Honiara, Choiseul, Guadalcanal, Isabel, Malaita, Makira, Renbel 
and Temotu provinces. 

 On 1 September, the Ministry of Health and Medical Services (MHMS) launched a 
National Measles Vaccination Campaign to target all aged 6 months to 30 years in 
Solomon Islands. The campaign commenced in Honiara and will roll out in the other 
provinces later in the month. 

 46,643 measles vaccines were administered across Honiara as of 6 September. 
 

    

 

CASES 

953 

DEATHS 

2 

PROVINCES 

8 of 10 

VACCINES GIVEN 
IN HONIARA 

46,643 

WHO and partners are supporting the Ministry of Health and Medical Services to immunize Solomon Islanders 
aged between 6 months and 30 years against measles.  Photo: WHO/SChapman 
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A measles rash on a child under 3 months. 
Photo: WHO/SChapman 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

The first measles case from this outbreak was reported in June 2014. A traveler returning from Papua New 
Guinea (PNG) was identified with measles. Measles has been circulating In PNG for the past 2 years.  

953 cases have been reported since 1 July. 436 new cases 
have been reported in the last week. 
 
There have been 2 measles-related deaths in children under 3 
months of age. 
 
Cases have been reported from Honiara, Choiseul, 
Guadalcanal, Isabel, Malaita, Makira, Renbel and Temotu 
provinces. 

Since the first measles case was identified, MHMS 
surveillance for acute fever and rash (and measles) was 

implemented at 8 Honiara City Council (HCC) clinics and Good Samaritan Hospital as well as continuing 
through the National Syndromic Surveillance System. 

 

MHMS RESPONSE  

The Ministry of Health Emergency Operations Committee (MEOC) was activated on 24 July and meets on a 
twice daily basis in response to the outbreak. 

On 1 September 2014, MHMS with the support of health partners launched a mass measles vaccination 
campaign to target all aged 6 months to 30 years in Solomon Islands. The campaign commenced in Honiara 
- the epicentre of the outbreak - where more than 80% of cases were reported. The campaign will roll out 
in the other provinces later in the month. 
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FAQ: Why vaccinate people aged 6 

months to 30 years? 

Most of the measles cases reported are 

within the age group of 6 months to 30 

years. 

Solomon Islands experienced measles 

outbreaks in the 1980s and 1994 so we 

expect the majority of people above 30 

years are immune to measles. 

Also, if people over 30 years ‘catch’ 

measles, their symptoms are likely to 

be much less severe than for people 

aged 6 months to 30 years. 

Outside of Honiara, the provinces continue to encourage parents to vaccinate their children aged between 
6 months to 4 years and 11 months against measles whilst they micro-plan for the national campaign. The 
minimum vaccination age in Solomon Islands was lowered from 1 year to 6 months on 25 July to target the 
most vulnerable to measles. 

National Measles Vaccination Campaign 2014 

The National Measles Vaccination Campaign was launched on 1 September. The campaign aims to provide 

free measles vaccination to all Solomon Islanders aged between 6 months to 30 years, excluding pregnant 

women and people with a fever or measles. 

The target population (aged 6 months to 30 years) in HCC 

is approximately 55,000 persons. 

On Monday, 1 September HCC began vaccinating in select 

HCC schools, businesses and government ministries. 

From Wednesday, 3 September until Tuesday, 23 

September, HCC nurses will vaccinate people aged 6 

months to 30 years in satellite sites located around HCC 

between 9:30am to 3:00pm, Monday to Sunday.  

The satellite sites are located at: Art Gallery, Burns Creek, 
Domestic Airport, Kobito Field, Kukum Field, Lawson Tama 
Field, National Referral Hospital, Panatina/FOPA Field, 
Point Cruz Wharf, Rove Police Field, and White River 
School. 

The eight health clinics in Honiara City Council are also vaccinating the target population during standard 

operating hours. Rove and Kukum clinics will be open on weekends from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm. 

The measles vaccination campaign will be rolled out in the provinces as soon as additional vaccines 

become available.  

WHO RESPONSE 

WHO is providing technical support to the MEOC in the areas of surveillance, epidemiology, Expanded 
Program on Immunization  (EPI), Health and Nutrition Cluster coordination, emergency operations and risk 
communications. 

 
Surveillance: WHO is assisting the National Surveillance 
Unit to monitor the outbreak, strengthen its alert and 
response network, and to provide epidemiological data 
to inform the vaccination campaign. 

WHO is also contributing to the creation of new paper-
based and electronic data collection tools for the 
purposes of tracking measles coverage over the course 
of the new campaign. 

Children being vaccinated against measles at Panatina FOPA 
Field - an HCC satellite site. Photo: WHO/SChapman 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Expanded_Program_on_Immunization
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Expanded_Program_on_Immunization
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WHO donated IEC material, including banners, to the 
campaign. Photo: WHO/Schapman 

WHO is providing support to track and analyse measles coverage over the course of the campaign: 

 Initial campaign 1 August 2014 to 2 September 2014: 
o 19,721 vaccines administered;  
o 35% coverage of 6 months to 30 years 

 Supplementary campaign, including new satellite sites 3-6 September 2014: 
o 26,922 vaccines administered;  
o 84% coverage of target for age group 6 months to 30 years 

 Total of 46,643 vaccines administered as of 6 September 2014 across Honiara. 
 

Summary of Coverage by Age Group 

 

EPI: WHO is assisting Honiara City Council and Guadalcanal Province with their micro-planning of the mass 
vaccination campaign. 

Health and Nutrition Cluster Coordination: WHO engaged health and nutrition cluster partners to assist 
with the response, and is also assisting with information sharing. 

Emergency Operations: WHO is providing the 
MEOC with administration and logistics 
assistance, including vehicles, fuel and drivers. 

Risk Communications: WHO supported the 
MEOC with risk communications, including 
communicating key messages to the public, 
partners and civil society through mass media 
initiatives. 

Additionally, on Tuesday, 2 September WHO 
Representative, Dr. Audrey Aumua, spoke at a 
press conference alongside MHMS executive 
members and HCC health colleagues. 
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WHO’s country representative, WHO epidemiologist and 
UNICEF’s EPI expert working together during the campaign. 
Photo: WHO/Schapman 

Vaccination is the best protection! 
Photo: WHO/SChapman 

HEALTH PARTNER RESPONSE 

UNICEF are assisting MHMS plan the National 
Measles Vaccination Campaign 2014, which 
includes the international procurement of 
measles vaccines. UNICEF also donated several 
tents to the HCC satellite sites.  

Solomon Island Rotarians are using their business 
channels to assist with information sharing and 
corporate sponsorship. 

Volunteers from partner organisations such as 
Solomon Islands Red Cross have been recruited 
to lend a hand at the HCC satellite sites. 

 

 

 

KEY MESSAGES 

 Measles is extremely infectious and is spreading in Solomon 
Islands fast. Over 950 cases have been reported since 1 July 
2014 and they are increasing rapidly. 

 Measles can lead to death or permanent disability, including 
blindness, brain damage and deafness.  

 It spreads by coughing, spitting, and sneezing. 

 Vaccination is the best prevention. 

 If you have symptoms of measles (high fever, rash on the face 
and body, runny nose, red eyes) visit your nearest health clinic 
and keep away from others. 

 If you or your child had their first dose of measles vaccine more 
than one month ago, you will need to go to a Honiara City 
Council satellite site or health clinic for a second dose.  

Messages for those in Honiara: 

 Go to your nearest Honiara City Council satellite site for a free 
measles vaccine if you are aged 6 months to 30 years.  

Messages for those outside of Honiara: 

 Parents, take your child aged 6 months to less than 5 years to 
your nearest health clinic for a free, safe and effective measles 
vaccine. Don’t forget to bring their baby book!  
 

CONTACT 

For more information about the WHO Situation Report, please contact: 

SAMANTHA CHAPMAN 
Communications Officer, WHO Solomon Islands 

 chapmans@wpro.who.int 

mailto:chapmans@wpro.who.int

