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Tribute to humanitarian workers dealing with the crisis in northeastern Nigeria. 

ABUJA - As the world marks World Humanitarian Day on the theme “Inspiring the World’s Humanity”, 

the INGO Forum in Nigeria would like to pay tribute to the private individuals, local organizations and 

humanitarian workers dealing with the crisis in North East Nigeria. For months, they have been delivering 

assistance to the 1.5 million Nigerians displaced by the conflict, among which over 800,000 children, 

and to the 4 million people facing acute levels of hunger. They do so at great risks as bombs continue to 

go off at crowded places and civilian populations remain the first victims of the conflict. Towns are still 

attacked regularly and communities remain too unsafe for internally displaced people to return home. 

The amount of people affected by the conflict is higher than ever. 

The situation has been extremely difficult for displaced people, who worry a lot about their future but 

feel helpless to do anything about it. Some have tried to return to their ordinary lives, sometimes at the 

greatest expense.   

As Musa told Save the Children “I am not free here”.  

He came to live with his brother after their father was killed in the fighting. His father had returned to 

their village to tend to the cattle when he was caught up in the chaos.  

Now, Musa has no income. He is reliant on his hosts and worries about where he will find his next meal 

from. “All the time I think about my dad and my home,” he says. He says when the security situation is 

calmer, he hopes to return home to tend the land his father once had. 

Like Musa, 4 million people are facing difficulty eating every day. Most of them are asking for ways to 

earn money themselves to feed their family. The direst needs are food, protection and livelihoods, with 

health, nutrition, shelter/NFI, education, WASH and psycho-social support remaining at a critical stage. 

The problem is expected to worsen given that majority of internally displaced people were farmers, who 

did not have the chance to farm during this rainy season, are likely to face famine-like conditions during 

the dry season with no reserved food stocks. In addition, protection remains a major concern, especially 

for the 800,000 displaced children, many of whom are traumatized by their experiences.  

Humanitarian workers and committed individuals who dedicate their lives to helping people like Musa 

can only do so with the support of all in and outside Nigeria. Their commitment can only bear fruit if the 

private sector, international organizations, institutional and private donors commit to working with them 

to address the needs of the affected populations. They need everybody’s attention and support to respond 

to the crisis in Northeast Nigeria. 
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