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In Numbers 
 

 

440,471 people assisted  

in September 2021 

952 mt of food assistance distributed 

US$ 3.3 m six months net funding requirements 

(Oct 21-Mar 22) 
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Operational Context 

Tajikistan is a landlocked, low-income and food-deficit 

country. The mountainous landscape confines arable land 

to just seven percent of the country’s surface and poses 

enormous food security challenges during the winter 

period. The country is the poorest in the Commonwealth of 

Independent States, with 27.4 percent of the population 

living in poverty and 11.8 percent living in extreme poverty 

(Tajikistan Agency of Statistics). 

In Tajikistan, despite significant improvements in recent 

years, malnutrition rates remain high. WFP is contributing 

to the Government’s progress on SDG 2, by providing 

access to appropriate nutritional support and health care, 

promoting school feeding, building resilience to the 

impacts of climate change, and ensuring preparedness for 

recurring natural disasters.  

The Government has identified food security and access to 

quality nutrition as one of its development priorities. 

WFP has been present in Tajikistan since 1993. WFP 

currently operates under the Country’s Strategic Plan (CSP) 

that was launched in July 2019. 

 

Operational Updates  

• On 1 September, WFP Representative, a.i., Hyun Ji 

(Angie) Lee met with the Deputy Mayor of Dushanbe 

City, Muini Mavsuma Muinzoda, to discuss the 

potential partnership in developing and 

implementing school feeding for urban contexts. The 

main objective of the meeting was to pave the way to 

develop a model for school feeding in urban and peri-

urban contexts that supports the reduction of food 

insecurity, malnutrition and poor eating habits. As a 

next step, WFP and Dushanbe City Mayor office 

agreed to conduct a technical feasibility assessment 

of urban schools in Dushanbe city. 

• On 24 September, WFP and the local authorities of 

Sughd Region inaugurated a bakery in the town of 

Isfara in Sughd Region. This is the sixth bakery that 

WFP renovated and built in the region with funding 

from the Russian Federation. Representatives from 

WFP and the Russian Consulate in Sughd Region, 

along with local authorities of Sughd Region and 

Isfara town, participated in the inauguration 

ceremony. Freshly made bread from these bakeries 

are now part of school meals that benefit more than 

90,000 primary schoolchildren across 270 schools 

supported by WFP. Across the country, WFP 

constructed and renovated a total of eight bakeries in 

partnership with the private sector, benefiting 

114,000 primary schoolchildren in 340 schools. The 

bakeries are located in Panj and Yovon districts 

(Khatlon Region), and in Bobojon Ghafurov, Spitamen, 

Jabbor Rasulov and Devastich districts, and 

Istaravshan and Isfara towns (Sughd Region). This is 

another step forward towards a nationally owned 

school feeding programme. By using advanced 

technology and new equipment, the bakeries will now 

make bread faster, cheaper and of better quality. 

• As part of the strategy to transition the school feeding 

programme to a nationally owned programme, WFP 

and the government of Tajikistan have agreed to pilot 

cash-based transfer (CBT) for 15 schools in the 2021-

2022 academic year to enable schools to procure 

Photo caption: Inauguration ceremony of a bakery in the town of 
Isfara in Sughd Region. ©WFP/Nasrullo Ramazonov 

 

Representative/Country Director Adham Musallam  
Contact info: Nasrullo Ramazonov (nasrullo.ramazonov@wfp.org) 
Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/tajikistan 

 

2019 Human Development Index: 

125 out of 189 

Chronic malnutrition: 18% of 

children between 0-59 months 

Population: 9.3 million 

Income Level: Low 

 

49% 51% 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/tajikistan
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food commodities directly from the local market. This 

will also improve the school staff’s capacity to procure 

more diversified and fresh food. 

• Within the framework of the Green Climate Fund (GCF) 

Project “Building climate resilience of vulnerable and 

food insecure communities through capacity 

strengthening and livelihood diversification in 

mountainous regions of Tajikistan”, WFP and the 

University of Reading signed an agreement of 

cooperation to work on designing climate service 

interventions based on assessments of community 

needs and institutional capacities. The result of this 

work will inform the design and implementation of the 

GCF Project. Interventions will include capacity 

strengthening of the National Hydromet Agency to 

collect and analyse climate information to co-produce 

timely and user-friendly climate information products.  

The collaboration will also focus on working with 

intermediaries of agricultural advisories to 

disseminate and receive feedback on advisories they 

provide to communities. The University of Reading will 

specifically work with WFP to assess and design an 

overall climate service intervention for food security. 

• WFP has reactivated the Food Security and Agriculture 

Sector meetings to better coordinate with partners on 

preparedness actions for the potential Afghan refugee 

influx. WFP is currently prepositioning mixed food 

commodities to cover the needs of up to 10,000 

refugees for three months. WFP is also in discussions 

with IFRC on how to best support the seven-

government designated refugee transit centers along 

the Tajik-Afghan border.  

• WFP is currently starting the process of preparing a 

new Country Strategic Plan (CSP) from 2023 to align 

with the United Nations Sustainable Development 

Cooperation Framework. An independent evaluation 

company will conduct the evaluation of WFP’s current 

CSP which will end in 2022. In September, the 

evaluation team comprising of international and 

national consultants conducted an online survey and 

face-to-face interviews followed by in-country data 

collection involving WFP partners engaged in 

cooperation in Tajikistan at national, regional, and 

district levels. The final evaluation report will highlight 

achieved results and lessons learnt and inform the 

design of the new CSP. 

Monitoring 

• During the reporting period, 153 schools, primary 

healthcare centres and income-generating project 

sites were physically monitored.  

Donors 

Russian Federation, USA, Green Climate Fund, Swiss Agency for 

Cooperation and Development (SDC) and Private Donors (Japan 

Association for WFP). 

 

WFP Country Strategy 
  

Country Strategic Plan (2019 – 2024) 

Total Requirements 
(in USD) Allocated Contributions (in USD) 

84.9 m 36.4 m 

2021 Requirements 
(in USD) 

Six-Month (Oct 21-Mar 22) Net Funding 
Requirements (in USD)  

17.3 m 3.3 m 

 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: Food-insecure vulnerable people, including primary 

schoolchildren, in targeted districts meet their basic food requirements by 

2024. 

Focus area: Root causes of food insecurity 

Activities:  

• Provide nutritionally balanced school meals to 

targeted schoolchildren 

Strategic Result 2:  No one suffers from malnutrition 

Strategic Outcome 2: Vulnerable groups, especially children aged 6-59 

months and pregnant and lactating women and girls - in districts where the 

national Integrated Management of Acute Malnutrition (IMAM) protocol is 

being rolled out have reduced levels of malnutrition by 2024. 

Focus area: Root Causes 

Activities:  

• Treat moderate acute malnutrition in children aged 6‑59 months 

and implement malnutrition prevention activities using social 

and behaviour change communication with vulnerable groups 

while building the Government’s capacity to manage nutrition 

programmes. 

Strategic Result 4:  Food systems are sustainable 

Strategic Outcome 3: Targeted food-insecure communities in areas 

vulnerable to climate change have increased their resilience to shocks by 

2024. 

Focus area: Resilience Building 

Activities:  

• Carry out climate adaptation, asset creation, and livelihood 

activities aimed at fostering resilience to shocks and stressors, 

and conduct early response activities in the event of a small-

scale disaster 

Strategic Result 5:  Countries have strengthened capacity to implement 

the SDGs 

Strategic Outcome 4: Government institutions at the central and 

decentralized level have strengthened capacities to target, design and 

implement effective food security and nutrition strategies by 2024.  

Focus area: Root Causes 

Activities:  

• Provide policy advice and technical assistance to public 

institutions and private sector stakeholders involved in 

advocating for and implementing food security and nutrition 

programmes, including emergency preparedness.   

• Strengthen the capacity of government institutions and schools 

to implement social protection programmes 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IASC_GAM_2018_promo.pdf

