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As southern Africa reaches the end of the rainy season, rainfall 
performance was favourable in most parts of the region. 
Zimbabwe, Malawi, Lesotho and parts of Mozambique are 
likely to have above-average harvests. 

Although conditions positively impacted pastures and crops 
in the region, drastic climate events further aggravated the 
already dire food and nutrition security situation in parts of 
southern Africa. From the cyclone season, Chalane (TS), Eloise 
(TC) and Guambe (TC) further increased the vulnerability of 
populations in Mozambique, where people were still in recovery 
from previous cyclones in 2019 and 2020. Other wind damage, 
landslides and flooding events were registered mostly notably 
in northern Madagascar, northern South Africa, southern 
Zimbabwe, and Eswatini [1][2]. 

Abnormal dryness and drought continue to threaten the food 
and nutrition security in southern Africa, with Angola and 
Madagascar on high alert. In Angola, abnormal dryness and 
drought have elevated acute malnutrition levels, leading to 
increasing numbers of children with wasting and displacement. 
According to WFP, this is the worst drought episode in the 

[1] https://reliefweb.int/report/mozambique/southern-africa-tropical-cyclone-eloise-flash-
update-no11-28-january-2021
[2] https://reliefweb.int/report/mozambique/southern-africa-tropical-cyclone-eloise-flash-
update-no12-29-january-2021

south-western Angolan provinces in four decades [3]. The 
prolonged and severe drought in Madagascar’s Grand-Sud is 
imperilling the agricultural season, people’s livelihoods and has 
drastically increased levels of child wasting in 2021. 

Locusts, conflict, and COVID-19 remain significant threats to 
the food and nutrition security in the region. Parts of Angola, 
Botswana, Namibia, Zambia, and Zimbabwe will likely have 
crop losses due to African Migratory Locust (AML) and other 
locusts’ species [4]. In Mozambique, approximately 700,000 
people have been internally displaced during the last three 
years of insecurity in the north of the country. According 
to UNHCR, officials estimate that another 300,000 people 
could be affected and displaced by June this year if violence 
continues to escalate [5]. Lastly, COVID-19 impacts continue to 
have a compounding effect across the region, leaving people 
more vulnerable to multiple hazards and economic decline, 
further deteriorating the food and nutrition situation.

[3]  https://www.wfp.org/news/hunger-worsens-angola-due-drought
[4]  http://www.fightfoodcrises.net/fileadmin/user_upload/fightfoodcrises/doc/
resources/Hunger-Hotspots-March-2021.pdf
[5]  https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2021/4/606c17bf4/unhcr-scales-
response-thousands-flee-attacks-northern-mozambique.html

IPC Phase Classification and Food Insecurity Drivers

1. OVERVIEW

Figure 1

Most parts of the region are now entering the harvest period in the crop calendar. The current period is characterised by 
the aftermath of the cyclone season 2020/2021, the cumulative impact of persistent drought, and continued systemic 
impacts of COVID-19 on livelihoods.  Nevertheless, continued and persistent food-insecurity drivers are further increasing 
the acute malnutrition numbers in specific parts of the region. 

FNSWG map - data source: IPC (March 2021 for more detailed information please see http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-website/resources/
resources-details/en/c/1153456/ ), FEWSNET, FAO, WFP

Highlights:

release date: 03 June 2021

• Average to above-average rainfall improved water crop and pasture 
conditions catalysing agricultural and pastoral opportunities in 
most parts of the region, increasing the above-average harvest in 
Malawi, Zimbabwe, Zambia and parts of Mozambique.

• Five out of  16  weather  systems  made  landfall  during  the 
2020/2021 Cyclone  Season. Over 500,000 people were affected 
and over 219,000 farming hectares were compromised during 
the last cyclone season, mostly in Mozambique, but also in 
Madagascar, Zimbabwe, Eswatini, Malawi, Botswana South 
Africa.

• 1.14 million people in Madagascar are projected to be food 
insecure (IPC 3 or above) in April-September 2021,  with an 
increase to 1.31 million in October-December 2021. In Angola, 1.6 
million people are facing food and nutrition insecurity. Abnormal 
dryness and drought continue to persist in Angola and in east-
central and southern Madagascar.

• Screening for wasting in Southern Madagascar shows a near-
doubling in the proportion of wasted children in the space of four 
months (between December 2020 and April 2021)[1].

• 27.3 million people in the Democratic Republic of the Congo are 
facing high acute food insecurity (IPC Phase 3 and above) between 
January and June 2021, including 6.7 million at Emergency level 
(IPC Phase 4). Over 3.4 million children under 5 will suffer from 
wasting. 

[1] UNICEF screening data for Quarter One 2021 

https://reliefweb.int/report/mozambique/southern-africa-tropical-cyclone-eloise-flash-update-no11-28-january-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/mozambique/southern-africa-tropical-cyclone-eloise-flash-update-no11-28-january-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/mozambique/southern-africa-tropical-cyclone-eloise-flash-update-no12-29-january-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/mozambique/southern-africa-tropical-cyclone-eloise-flash-update-no12-29-january-2021
https://www.wfp.org/news/hunger-worsens-angola-due-drought
http://www.fightfoodcrises.net/fileadmin/user_upload/fightfoodcrises/doc/resources/Hunger-Hotspots-March-2021.pdf
http://www.fightfoodcrises.net/fileadmin/user_upload/fightfoodcrises/doc/resources/Hunger-Hotspots-March-2021.pdf
 https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2021/4/606c17bf4/unhcr-scales-response-thousands-flee-attacks-northern-mozambique.html
 https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2021/4/606c17bf4/unhcr-scales-response-thousands-flee-attacks-northern-mozambique.html
http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-website/resources/resources-details/en/c/1153456/
http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-website/resources/resources-details/en/c/1153456/


Most countries in the region have received average to above-
average rains. Crop conditions are generally good, with most 
crops within maturation and complete stages. Conditions are 
likely to remain good until the end of the season, increasing the 
above-average harvest chances in countries such as Malawi, 
Zimbabwe, Zambia and parts of Mozambique. Pasture conditions 
have greatly improved in most countries. Livestock conditions are 
above average owing to improved pasture and water sources. 

Despite slightly improved rainfall in February and March 2021, 
production prospects remain poor for Madagascar and Angola 
due to persistent drought. In southern Madagascar, crop 
production is likely to decrease to only 40 percent of the five-year 
average.

Recommendations: 

•  Resilience building activities should occur during the 
current year, taking advantage of the above-average harvest 
prospects.
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Most parts of the region received normal to above-normal rainfall 
during the 2020-2021 rainfall season. In general, rainfall was well 
distributed in most areas, resulting in conditions conducive to 
crop growth and development. Some areas experienced one of 
the wettest seasons since 1981, including much of Botswana, 
northern/central South Africa, parts of southern Zimbabwe and 
southern Mozambique. This resulted in localized water-logging 
and flooding in some areas. The floods were also associated 
with tropical cyclones and tropical storms that made landfall, 
particularly in Mozambique. In contrast, below-normal rainfall 
was received in south-western and central Angola, north-western 
Namibia, north-eastern Mozambique, and southern Madagascar, 
as seen in Figure 3. In February and March, rainfall amounts 
reduced in central parts of the region, leading to concerns for 
negative impacts on late-planted crops.
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Rainfall

Season Progress April 2021 Dekad 1

Source: CPC/IRI

Figure 2

CHIRPS Rainfall for 1 Oct 2020 – 31 Mar 2021 as percent of 
average.

Figure 3

Regional Southern Africa Vulnerability Analysis
Figure 4

Source: WFP VAM RBJ

2. Agricultural Season

3. Climate

According to WFP RBJ VAM[1], preliminary analysis indicates 
that in 2021, 42 million people are exposed to climate shocks 
in the region, and this figure could reach as high as 51 million in 
the upcoming lean season. These figures are subject to revision 
following the SADC dissemination forum in July 2021. 

The results of the drought analysis show a decrease in the 
drought-exposed estimated population, from 91 million (2020) to 
40 million (2021). According to VAM WFP RBJ, it is estimated that 
nine countries will be affected by drought in 2021/2022 (Figure 
4), namely: Eswatini, South Africa, Zambia, Namibia, Tanzania, 
Malawi, Angola, Mozambique, and Madagascar. 

[1]  for more information, please contact the Head of VAM in southern Africa, 
Andrew Odero (andrew.odero@wfp.org)

Drought

Source: RSMC South-West Indian Ocean
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mailto:andrew.odero%40wfp.org?subject=Question%20about%20Drought%20Analysis%202021/2022
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Angola

Food insecurity main drivers:

• 1.6 million[1] people are currently food insecure, according to 
UNICEF. An escalation of the food and nutrition situation since 
the last IPC projection for the country (October 2019 to February 
2020) identified 561,836 people in Emergency or Crisis level (IPC 
3 or above).

•  Admissions for severe wasting in Huila and Cunene increased 
compared to the same time last year. Community-based screening 
shows high numbers of severely wasted children.

•  Low rainfall is expected to impact crop production, including the 
main areas of cereal production.

• Consecutive droughts (2019/2020 and 2020/2021) have lowered 
farmers’ coping capacity. Severe drought persists in southwestern 
parts of the country.

•  Resurgence of African Migratory Locust (AML) has been 
reported in Cuando Cubango.

• Possible IPC Acute Food Insecurity (AFI) analysis scheduled 
tentatively for May/June 2021.

Recommendations: 

•  Emergency assistance to drought-affected populations.

  Democratic Republic of the Congo

Food insecurity main drivers:

• 27.3 million people in the Democratic Republic of the Congo are 
facing high acute food insecurity (IPC[2] Phase 3 and above) 
between January and June 2021, including 6.7 million at 
Emergency level (IPC Phase 4)[3][4]. More than 3.4 million children 
under five years old will suffer from acute malnutrition in 2021[5].

•  With a complex and deep humanitarian crisis, the country has now 
5.2 million displaced persons in need of emergency assistance. 
These populations have constrained access to income; agricultural 
activities are either limited or inexistent. 

[1]  https://www.unicef.org/media/86381/file/2021-HAC-Angola.pdf
[2]  IPC country figures in this bulletin were withdrawn from the IPC website: http://www.
ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/en/
[3]  http://www.fightfoodcrises.net/fileadmin/user_upload/fightfoodcrises/doc/
resources/Hunger-Hotspots-March-2021.pdf
[4]  http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_SADC_Acute_Food_
Insecurity_16.March.2021.pdf
[5]  https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/presse_release_drc_hrp_
launching_eng.pdf

Recommendations:

• Urgent humanitarian response is needed for populations facing 
high levels of acute food insecurity (IPC Phase 3 or above) [6].

•  Preposition stocks of agricultural inputs to facilitate the rapid 
distribution to vulnerable households affected by conflict [7].

• Support the livelihoods of households in high alert levels by 
assisting smallholder farmers.

• Provide nutritional response at high alert areas, prioritising 
areas classified at emergency levels (IPC Phase 4).

Madagascar

Food insecurity main drivers:

• Severe drought has affected five areas in the southern part of 
the country, and access to drinking water and sanitation by 
households with children suffering from acute malnutrition is 
limited [8].

• Harvest loss is projected up to 40% in May/June 2021. Drought 
conditions are also affecting most of the areas of the South, 
including Atsimo Andrefana region, the breadbasket of the Grand-
Sud.

• A desertification process seems to be occurring in parts of the 
Grand Sud, as arable lands are now covered by thick layers of 
quicksand due to soil erosion and deforestation, curtailing future 
agricultural and pastoral activities in 11 communes of Androy and 
Anosy regions. Seed’s availability and quality are in short supply.

• 1.14 million people are projected to be in IPC Phase 3 or above from 
April to September 2021, including 392,000 people in Emergency 
level (IPC 4) and 14,000 in IPC (IPC 5). Up to 200,000 children in 
the Grand Sud are expected to suffer from wasting over the year, 
including 35,000 with severe wasting.

•  Screening data from April 2021 shows a steady increase in the 
proportion of wasted children over the last 6 months (between 
September 2020 and April 2021), with an 80% increase between 
Quarter four in 2020 and Quarter one in 2021, from 9.2% to 16.5% 
respectively.

•  Preliminary results from 2 of the 10 nutrition surveys conducted 
in May 2021 confirm a deteriorated nutrition situation when 
compared to the November 2020 surveys. Crude and Under-5 
mortality rates are below SPHERE emergency thresholds of 1 
and 2/10,000/day, respectively. Full results of all 10 surveys are 
expected in June 2021

• The coping capacity of the population is decreasing. 55-80% of 
the population is employing crisis to emergency coping. 50 – 
75% of the population is experiencing poor or insufficient food 

[6]  http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/details-map/en/c/1154108/?iso3=COD
[7]  http://www.fightfoodcrises.net/fileadmin/user_upload/fightfoodcrises/doc/
resources/Hunger-Hotspots-March-2021.pdf
[8]  https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MDG_20210118_Grand_Sud_
Flash_Appeal_English.pdf

4. Food and Nutrition Countries of Concern
Countries in the region are suffering from a combination of multiple hazards and shocks. Food security will deteriorate in the coming 
months owing to a combination of hazards, e.g., COVID-19 impacts, high food prices, macroeconomic decline, droughts, below-average 
cereal harvests likelihood, risk of conflict escalation, cumulative low coping capacity, among others.

Drought Locust

Drought Crop Losses    COVID-19

Conflict Displacement

https://www.unicef.org/media/86381/file/2021-HAC-Angola.pdf
IPC country figures in this bulletin were withdrawn from the IPC website: http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/en/
IPC country figures in this bulletin were withdrawn from the IPC website: http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/en/
http://www.fightfoodcrises.net/fileadmin/user_upload/fightfoodcrises/doc/resources/Hunger-Hotspots-March-2021.pdf
http://www.fightfoodcrises.net/fileadmin/user_upload/fightfoodcrises/doc/resources/Hunger-Hotspots-March-2021.pdf
http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_SADC_Acute_Food_Insecurity_16.March.2021.pdf
http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_SADC_Acute_Food_Insecurity_16.March.2021.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/presse_release_drc_hrp_launching_eng.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/presse_release_drc_hrp_launching_eng.pdf
http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/details-map/en/c/1154108/?iso3=COD
http://www.fightfoodcrises.net/fileadmin/user_upload/fightfoodcrises/doc/resources/Hunger-Hotspots-March-2021.pdf
http://www.fightfoodcrises.net/fileadmin/user_upload/fightfoodcrises/doc/resources/Hunger-Hotspots-March-2021.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MDG_20210118_Grand_Sud_Flash_Appeal_English.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MDG_20210118_Grand_Sud_Flash_Appeal_English.pdf
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consumption in March/April (WFP VAM).

•  IPC Acute Food Insecurity (AFI) analysis scheduled late April in 
Antsirabe for the Grand Sud and Grand Sud East.

Recommendations: 

•  Action should focus on mitigating the impact of the ongoing 
dry conditions on food security and nutrition in Southern 
Madagascar.

•  Food security crisis needs to be addressed more effectively 
with food ration and cash transfer (where applicable) in 
sufficient quantity, coverage, and time. Remaining funding gap 
for the remainder of 2021: 2.5M USD (WFP nutrition) 4.15M 
USD (UNICEF nutrition).

•  OCHA launched a flash appeal in January 2021 for US$ 75.9M 
to address integrated humanitarian needs in the Grand Sud. 
Food assistance, agricultural support and nutrition programs 
are at the top of the list [9].

Mozambique 

Food insecurity main drivers:

• 2.9 million people in IPC Phase 3 and above between January and 
March 2021. IPC projections estimate a decrease in food insecurity 
to 1.7 million people. The improvement is expected among the 
rural population due to the current harvest season outcome. 

•  Preliminary findings of SMART surveys in the country confirms the 
continued deterioration of nutrition, especially in Cabo Delgado.  
33,000 children in Cabo Delgado have severe wasting. Nov 2020, 
an estimated 160,000 above IPC 3 (severe food insecurity) in 5 
districts with another 225,000 in IPC2 (stress).

• The conflict in the north of the country and consequent displacement 
destroyed livelihoods and disrupted markets, driving up the cost of 
basic commodities in several parts of Cabo Delgado. The conflict 
escalation could displace another 300,000 people by June 2021, 
totalling one million displaced persons since the conflict started 
three years ago.

•  Over 500,000 [10] people were affected by tropical storms and 
cyclones in the 2020/2021 season, and approximately 219,000 
hectares of crops were flooded.

•  IPC Acute Food Insecurity (AFI) and IPC Acute Malnutrition (AMN) 
analyses conducted in April for Cabo Delgado.

Recommendations: 

•  Preposition stocks of emergency food assistance to facilitate 
the rapid distribution to vulnerable people affected by conflict.

[9] https://reliefweb.int/report/madagascar/madagascar-grand-sud-flash-appeal-
january-may-2021
[10]  Chalane (https://clubofmozambique.com/news/chalane-caused-seven-deaths-
affected-over-73000-people-aim-report-181474/); Eloise (https://reliefweb.int/
sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Mozambique%20Humanitarian%20
Situation%20Report%20No.%201%20-%201%20January%20-%2028%20
February%202021.pdf) ; Guambe (https://www.africanriskcapacity.org/wp-content/
uploads/2021/03/Post-Event-Briefing_Mozambique_Guambe_Mar2021_02032021_
EN.pdf)

• Provide technical and agricultural inputs to support farmers 
coping with the impacts of the last cyclone seasons. For 
instance, provide crop seeds to support cultivation in the second 
agricultural season in the central and southern provinces.

Zimbabwe 

Food insecurity main drivers:

• IPC projected 3.38 million people (35% of the rural population – 
an increase of eight percentage points compared to the previous 
analysis period) in IPC Phase 3 or above from January to March 
2021, including approximately 769,000 people in Emergency levels 
(IPC Phase 4). 

Recommendations: 

• Timely livelihood support may be critical to mitigating the 
effects of macro-economic fragility and soaring food prices on 
food security.

• Funding gaps remain for programme implementation and 
monitoring.

Abnormal 
dryness Conflict    COVID-19

Macroeconomic 
decline

High food 
prices

 COVID-19

Low production Elegant grasshopper &  
armoured cricket

Cumulative impact of 
2019, 2020, 2021 cyclone 
seasons

             Displacement

 https://reliefweb.int/report/madagascar/madagascar-grand-sud-flash-appeal-january-may-2021
 https://reliefweb.int/report/madagascar/madagascar-grand-sud-flash-appeal-january-may-2021
https://clubofmozambique.com/news/chalane-caused-seven-deaths-affected-over-73000-people-aim-report-181474/
https://clubofmozambique.com/news/chalane-caused-seven-deaths-affected-over-73000-people-aim-report-181474/
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Mozambique%20Humanitarian%20Situation%20Report%20No.%201%20-%201%20January%20-%2028%20February%202021.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Mozambique%20Humanitarian%20Situation%20Report%20No.%201%20-%201%20January%20-%2028%20February%202021.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Mozambique%20Humanitarian%20Situation%20Report%20No.%201%20-%201%20January%20-%2028%20February%202021.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Mozambique%20Humanitarian%20Situation%20Report%20No.%201%20-%201%20January%20-%2028%20February%202021.pdf
https://www.africanriskcapacity.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Post-Event-Briefing_Mozambique_Guambe_Mar2021_02032021_EN.pdf
https://www.africanriskcapacity.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Post-Event-Briefing_Mozambique_Guambe_Mar2021_02032021_EN.pdf
https://www.africanriskcapacity.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Post-Event-Briefing_Mozambique_Guambe_Mar2021_02032021_EN.pdf
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5. Livestock Diseases & Crop Pests

Locusts’ populations continue to threaten the food and nutrition security in the region (Figure 5). Since February 2020, AML has been reported 
in Angola, Botswana, Namibia, Tanzania, Madagascar, Zambia and Zimbabwe. Brown locust continues to spread in South Africa and Namibia. 
Although training, control measures and collaboration between FAO and SADC Member States continue, urgent resources are required to scale 
up AML control operations so as to prevent the pest from causing damage to the upcoming winter crop.

Avian Influenza has been reported in the North West Province in South 
Africa. 
African Swine Fever (ASF) reported in South Africa, in Gauteng, Free 
State, Limpopo, North West, Western Cape Provinces; in the United 
Republic of Tanzania, in the northern district of Kahama in Shinyanga 
region.
Foot-and-Mouth Disease reported in eight areas of Namibia: Oshana 
Region, Ohangwena region, Oshikoto, Oshana, Osmati and Kunene 
north, Kavango East, Kavango west. Also in 11 areas in Zambia: 
Mongu, Sikongo, Kalabo, Nalolo, Sioma, Senanga and Sesheke, Mbala, 
Kalomo, Zimba and Kazungula.

Lumpy Skin Disease reported in Matabeleland North and South 
Provinces of Zimbabwe which affected 400 cattle, 14 died.
Rift Valley Fever cases have been reported in 4 regions of Madagascar: 
Diana, Vatovavy Fitovinany, Atsimo Andrefana and Atsinanana, 
affecting cattle and goats. Six hundred animals have died due to the 
outbreak.
Contagious Bovine Pleuro Pneumonia reported in Zambia, Nkeyema, 
Lukulu, Mitete, Kalabo, Shangombo, Luampa, Parts of Mongu, Kaoma, 
Limulunga and Sikongo districts of the Western  province.

6. NUTRITION
The southern Africa region is faced with a triple burden of 
malnutrition characterised by undernutrition (stunting and wasting); 
over-nutrition (overweight/obesity); and micronutrient deficiencies. 
Approximately 18.7 million children are stunted (too short for 
their age), with a very high prevalence (above 30%) recorded in 9 
of the 16 SADC Member States.  Seven-member states (Eswatini, 
Madagascar, Malawi, Namibia, United Republic of Tanzania, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe) have shown a decline in the prevalence of 
stunting over the last ten years; however, the decline is too slow to 
meet the World Health Assembly (WHA) 2025 or the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) 2030 targets.

The prevalence of wasting (being too thin compared to height) 
among children under age 5 is above 5% (classified as ‘medium’ or 
above[1]) in five Member States (Botswana, Comoros; Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Madagascar and Namibia). Approximately 
8.4 million children are projected to suffer from wasting across 
the region in 2021, out of which 2.3 million children will require 
life-saving treatment for severe wasting. Over two-thirds of these 
children (72%) are found in six countries in the region (Angola, DRC, 

[1]  https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-cambridge-core/content/
view/52FB155B69DC75990CEFEE0C13A65A65/S1368980018002434a.pdf/prevalence_
thresholds_for_wasting_overweight_and_stunting_in_children_under_5_years.pdf

Mozambique, Madagascar, Tanzania and Zambia).  Pockets of high 
wasting rates (above 10%) are evident in the DRC, Mozambique, 
southern Angola and southern Madagascar. 

Overweight/obesity is also a growing challenge in the region, both 
among adults and young children. The prevalence of overweight 
amongst children under age 5 is high, at more than 10% in four 
Member States (Botswana 11.2%, Comoros 10.6%, Seychelles 
10.2% and South Africa 13.3%). Appropriate feeding of infants 
and young children is multi-dimensional and influenced by factors 
such as food quality, mothers’ time, mothers’ level of education, 
and cultural norms. Minimum acceptable diet (MAD) scores - a 
measure of the quality of young children’s diets - is very low, with 
most Member States having MAD of less than 15%, with ranges 
from 5.9% in Comoros to 38% in Eswatini.

Reliance on cereal-based diets limits diet diversity and increases the 
risk of micronutrient deficiencies. This is currently demonstrated 
by the active pellagra outbreaks in Mozambique and Zimbabwe. 
The risk of malnutrition is further increased by impacts of climate 
change (droughts and floods) and disease epidemics.

Against the backdrop of a global COVID-19 pandemic, SADC 
countries suffered the impacts of severe unintended consequences 
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Locust Outbreaks in Southern Africa
Figure 5

FNSWG map - data source: FAO

Angola: resurgence of African Migratory Locust (AML) in 
Cuando Cubango. 

Botswana: resurgence of African Migratory Locust (AML) in 
Chobe and North-West District and

Central District: a species morphologically known as 
Anacridium wernerellum has been identified In Kgala-gadi, 
Gantsi, Central and North-West District. 

Namibia: resurgence of African Migratory Locusts (AML) 
in Zambezi region, Kavango East and Kavango West; 
outbreaks of Brown Locust in the southern Karas area.

Tanzania: Desert Locust outbreaks in Kilimanjaro region.

Zambia: resurgence of African Migratory Locusts (AML) in 
Sioma, Shangombo, Sesheke, Ka-zungula. 

Zimbabwe: increasing population of Armoured Crickets and 
Elegant Grasshoppers. Sporadic outbreaks of AML.

https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-cambridge-core/content/view/52FB155B69DC75990CEFEE0C13A65A65/S1368980018002434a.pdf/prevalence_thresholds_for_wasting_overweight_and_stunting_in_children_under_5_years.pdf
https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-cambridge-core/content/view/52FB155B69DC75990CEFEE0C13A65A65/S1368980018002434a.pdf/prevalence_thresholds_for_wasting_overweight_and_stunting_in_children_under_5_years.pdf
https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-cambridge-core/content/view/52FB155B69DC75990CEFEE0C13A65A65/S1368980018002434a.pdf/prevalence_thresholds_for_wasting_overweight_and_stunting_in_children_under_5_years.pdf
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of COVID-19 public health and social measures intended to 
curb transmission.  COVID-19 has increased food and nutrition 
insecurity by impacting disproportionally households based on 
income levels. The lockdown and overall measures to contain the 
virus, layered with economic losses, have pushed families to rely 
on poor nutritional foods and have resulted in reduced access to 
quality and affordable diets[2]. In terms of demographics in Africa, 
children from low-income and middle-income countries are the 
most affected. COVID-19 impacts could increase the prevalence of 
wasting by 10-15% [3]. 

[2]  Potential impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on the diets, practices, and services 
in Eastern and Southern Africa region: A review of the current evidence. UNICEF 
ESARO, March 2021, pending publication.
[3]  https://www.ajtmh.org/view/journals/tpmd/104/1/article-p30.xml

Recommendations:

•  To prevent the increase in acute malnutrition levels, the 
children’s right to a nutritional diet should be part of a joint 
response involving multiple stakeholders in society, including 
the government, private sector, non-profit organisations and 
donors. 

•  A response to COVID-19 across southern Africa needs to 
protect a nutritious and affordable diet for the most vulnerable 
populations. 

•  Integrated response targeting nutritionally vulnerable locations 
and populations is needed to mitigate malnutrition, promote 
diverse dietary intake, and enhance knowledge for better food 
choices. 

Regional maize prices have varied geographically due to various 
local, regional, and international market dynamics at play. Prices in 
April were stable or declined due to the start of the harvest period 
and an expected surplus of cereal in many countries in southern 
Africa.

Despite COVID-19 related movement restrictions, formal and 
informal intra-regional trade flows have been strong, and maize has 
moved from surplus to deficit areas throughout MY 2020/21. 

Regional maize supplies are expected to adequately cover domestic 
requirements. Average to above-average production in many 
countries is expected to maintain prices below their respective 
2020 levels, supporting food access among market-dependent 
households.

Markets and Prices in selected countries (FEWS NET):

•  In South Africa, wholesale maize prices were stable in April as the 
effects of favourable domestic supply expectations were offset 
by strong international reference market prices and demand. 

• More than adequate supplies are expected in Botswana and 
Namibia with expected favourable harvests and stable prices of 
maize imports.

• In Zambia, production prospects are favorable, and prices are 
generally below their respective 2020 levels. Month on month 
price trends has varied geographically, increasing on some 
markets and remaining stable or declining.

•  In Madagascar, the price of rice in the main producing areas of the 
country has declined seasonally in recent months. However, the 
local staple food (especially maize and cassava) is significantly 
elevated in the country’s southern area, which has experienced 
consecutive years of drought. 

• In Zimbabwe, the total cereal (maize, sorghum, and millet) 
production for the 2021/22 marketing year is projected at 3.1 
million MT, well above the previous year and average levels. The 
government has suspended maize imports as domestic and 
household supplies gradually improve with the harvest. However, 
the government remains heavily involved in marketing all-grain 
trade transactions above 250kgs via the GMB. This may affect 
alternative maize distribution channels later in the marketing year 
as households depend less on their own production and more on 
purchases.

7. Markets & Prices
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8. Food Systems

The Food and Nutrition Security Working Group (FNSWG) promotes 
quarterly thematic meetings to engage members and stakeholders 
and foster discussions to gather substantive contributions and 
recommendations towards promoting and advocating for food and 
nutrition security in southern Africa. 

The first quarterly thematic session of 2021, held on 23 March, 
was entitled Food Systems in Southern Africa. Food Systems is 
a vital tool for collectively addressing food and nutrition security 
challenges in the southern Africa region. The FNSWG recognises 

the threat of Climate Change in Southern to food and nutrition 
security in southern Africa. With its 2-pronged approach to—1) 
Strengthen diagnostics and analytics and 2) To track response 
strategy towards climate-induced episodes consisting of turning 
early warning to early action, managing risk to protect people and 
assets and climate-proofing development—the Group seeks to 
strengthen the food systems dimension of its work in southern 
Africa region, in line with the growing need for a systemic approach 
to food and nutrition security in the region. 

Recommendations:
During the Thematic Session, participants identified how they 
could support the Member States until the Food Systems Summit 
in September.

•  Support for Member States (MS) to develop an action plan for 
dialogues (virtual set-up).

• Technical support from partners on evidence gathering, 
including logistical support.

• Support in inter-country learning on summit preparation: 
process, challenges, and best practices.

•   Support from development partners on funding of the national 
dialogue initiatives.

https://www.ajtmh.org/view/journals/tpmd/104/1/article-p30.xml
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The Regional Food Nutrition and Security Working Group for southern 
Africa (FNSWG) is a coordinating platform for food security and 
nutrition issues in the region. FNSWG  members  currently  include  
the  Southern  African  Development Community  (SADC)  Secretariat,  
regional  development  humanitarian  organisations, donors, non-
governmental and academic bodies. 

To learn more:

FNSWG Website Follow us on Twitter

• A Regional meeting is scheduled for June 21 2021 (date to be confirmed), with all SADC Member States and Regional partners. The 
meeting is intended to synthesise MS FSS learnings, including Southern Africa having a Common Position as we approach the Food 
Systems Summit.
• Member States that have not yet nominated their conveners: Botswana, Namibia, Seychelles, Zambia, Angola, and South Africa.

List of Nominated Member State Dialogue Conveners

Country Title Name Position Ministry / Department

Republic of the Congo Mr. Simon Dieudonné Savou Ingénieur d’agriculture en chef (ancien dirécteur 
général de l’agriculture)

Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (DRC) Mme. Julie Kasa-Kanga 

Tshilombo
Coordonnatrice Adjointe de la Coordination des 
Ressources Extérieures et Suivi des Projets Présidence de la République

Eswatini Mr. Bongani Masuku Principal Secretary Ministry of Agriculture

Lesotho Hon. Kemiso Mosenene Minister Office of the Prime Minister

Madagascar S.E. M. Lucien Ranarivelo Ministre de l’Agriculture, de l’Elevage et de la Pêche Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock 
and Fisheries

Malawi Hon. Lobin Lowe Minister of Agriculture Ministry of Agriculture

Mauritius Hon. Mr. Maneesh Gobin Attorney General, Minister of Agro-Industry and 
Food Security

Ministry of Agro-Industry and 
Food S ecurity

Mozambique Mr. Momede Abdurremane 
Nemane Director of Cooperation and Markets Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 

Development

United Republic of 
Tanzania Dr. Honest Kessy Director of National Food Security Ministry of Agriculture

Zimbabwe Hon. Dr. A. J. Masuka Minister of Lands, Agriculture, Fisheries, Water 
and Rural Resettlement

Ministry of Lands, Agriculture, 
Fisheries, Water and Rural 
Resettlement

For more information, please access the following links:    Food Systems Summit Dialogues    -     Food Systems Summit 2021

•  Support in setting up a knowledge management repository of 
reference materials that have been consolidated to inform the 
national dialogues.

• The use of Malabo Declaration/CAADP indicators for 
accelerated action to not reinvent the wheel on how to achieve 

the commitments to Hunger and Malnutrition in southern 
Africa.

fnswg-unwfp.hub.arcgis.com
fnswg-unwfp.hub.arcgis.com
fnswg-unwfp.hub.arcgis.com
https://twitter.com/FNSWG_SRNAFR
https://twitter.com/FNSWG_SRNAFR
https://twitter.com/FNSWG_SRNAFR
https://summitdialogues.org/
https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit

