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Highlights 

○ The national average price of WFP’s 

standard reference food basket in-

creased by a dramatic 33 percent be-

tween February and March 2021, reach-

ing SYP 180,792 (USD 145 at the official 

exchange rate of SYP 1,250/USD).   

○  On 22 March 2021, Syria’s Central 

Bank increased the UN preferential ex-

change rate from SYP 1,250/USD to SYP 

2,500/USD. Moreover, the national av-

erage informal exchange rate weakened 

by 18 percent reaching SYP 3,972/USD, 

causing the price of main food-items, 

especially imported goods, to drastically 

increase.  

○  Between February and March 2021, 

the national average price of subsidized 

bread increased by eight percent to 

reach SYP 119/bundle as a result of the 

increased fees charged by agents while 

the commercial bread price increased 

by three percent to reach SYP 1,690/

bundle.  

○  On 15 March 2021, the Ministry of 

Internal Trade and Consumer Protection 

increased the formal butane gas cylin-

der price from SYP 3,000/refill to SYP 

3,850/refill (up 28 percent m-o-m). 

○ For further information, please con-

tact: 

Jan Michiels at  
Jan.Michiels@wfp.org   
 
Pakinam Moussa at 
Pakinam.Moussa@wfp.org  

 

 

 

 

   

Standard Food Basket 
In March 2021, the national average price of a 

standard reference food basket1 soared by 33 per-

cent compared to February 2021, reaching SYP 

180,792. The national average food basket price 

was 116 percent higher than that of September 

2020 (six months ago) and was 313 percent higher 

compared to March 2020 (Figure 1). The dramatic 

increase in the food basket price is attributed to the 

fast depreciation of the Syrian pound throughout 

March as well as to the lack of key imported food 

items such as vegetable oil, the price of which in-

creased by 47 percent since February 2021 as a 

result of the volatile exchange rate.  

Month-on-month (m-o-m), all 14 governorates rec-

orded an increasing average reference food basket 

price in March 2021. The highest m-o-m increase of 

43 percent was reported in Tartous reaching SYP 

198,582, while the lowest increase of 24 percent 

was reported in Ar-Raqqa, reaching SYP 175,503. 

Idleb continued to report the highest average food 

basket price at SYP 221,186 (up 26 percent m-o-m). 

Year-on-year (y-o-y), the price of the reference food 

basket has significantly increased across all 14 gov-

ernorates. Aleppo continued to record the highest 

increase (up 367 percent), while Damascus contin-

ued to record the lowest increase (up 242 percent).  

The gap between the highest and lowest average 

food basket prices widened by 25 percent from SYP 

55,607 in February 2021 to SYP 69,288 in March 

2021 (Chart 1). Moreover, the gap increased by 488 

percent since March 2020 highlighting continued 

supply chain disruptions across the country since 

last year, increased fuel cost and an extremely vola-

tile exchange rate.  

Figure 1: Food basket cost and changes, SYP 

Map 1: Location of markets monitored by WFP  
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Chart 1: National min., max. and average food basket cost, SYP 

1. The standard food basket is a group of essential food commodities. In Syria, the food basket is set at a group of dry goods providing 2,060 kcal a day for a family of five during a month. The basket includes 

37 kg bread, 19 kg rice, 19 kg lentils, 5 kg of sugar, and 7 litres of vegetable oil.  

Picture @ WFP/Hussam Al Saleh 

@WFP/Hussam Al Saleh 



 

 2 

The Syrian Pound depreciation  

2. “A neighbouring collapse and a reminiscent response” COAR Global, 22 Mar. 2021, https://coar-global.org/2021/03/22/accountability-within-reach-international-community-digs-in-on-syria-2/. 
3. “Syrian pound rebounds on tighter capital controls, bank withdrawal limits - bankers” REUTERS, 28 Mar. 2021, https://www.reuters.com/article/syria-economy-pound-int-idUSKBN2BK0JL. 

Overview 

The informal exchange rate has been highly volatile in March 2021 and as a result the price of many food and non-food items have soared, especially 

imported items. In March 2021, the national average informal Syrian pound depreciated by 18 percent m-o-m vis-à-vis the US dollar, reaching SYP 

3,972/USD. Compared to a year ago, the informal Syrian pound depreciated by 72 percent. On 22 March 2021, Syria’s Central Bank increased the UN 

preferential exchange rate from SYP 1,250/USD to SYP 2,500/USD, while maintaining the official exchange rate unchanged at SYP 1,250/USD. 

The fiscal and political turmoil in Lebanon continues to have an impact on the Syrian pound’s depreciation. As a result of the underlying uncertainty in 

Lebanon in forming a new government, the Lebanese pound (LBP) on the informal exchange market weakened to as much as LBP 14,000/USD (on 16 

March). The weakening of the LBP had a huge impact on the deterioration of Syrian pound’s value2. Moreover, the Syrian pound’s value has also been 

affected by internal factors, mainly the Central Bank’s decision to limit cash transfers between governorates to up to five million pounds (4,000 USD) 

and to one million pounds (800 USD) within government-held areas. Moreover, withdrawals from Syrian bank accounts have been limited to only two 

million pounds (1,600 USD at the official exchange rate) compared to 15 million pounds (12,000 USD at the official exchange rate) previously3.  

The highest informal exchange rate was reported in Deir-ez-Zor at SYP 4,090/USD (depreciated by 18 percent m-o-m and by 70 percent y-o-y), followed 

by Damascus, Homs and Hama at SYP 4,017/USD (depreciating by 17 percent m-o-m and by 74 for Damascus and by 71 percent for Homs and Hama y-

o-y). Conversely, the lowest rates were reported in Idleb at SYP 3,846/USD (depreciated by 18 percent m-o-m and by 71 percent y-o-y), and Al-Hasakeh 

at SYP 3,848/USD (depreciated by 13 percent m-o-m and by 69 percent y-o-y).  

Source: WFP Field Offices 

Impact on food prices week-on-week 

Between the first and second weeks of March, the Syrian pound depreciated 

by five percent reaching SYP 4,034/USD and as a result the prices of main 

food-items immediately increased. The prices of wheat flour, vegetable oil 

and Egyptian white rice increased by five, four and two percent, reaching SYP 

1,921/kg, SYP 7,571/litre and SYP 2,606/kg, respectively.  

Between the second and third weeks of March, the Syrian pound depreciat-

ed further by nine percent w-o-w, reaching the highest level in March at SYP 

4,430/USD. The price of main food-items significantly increased as a result of 

the volatile exchange rate and many shops closed for few days to avoid in-

curring significant price losses while waiting for stabilization in the exchange 

rate. As a result, the price of key food items such as vegetable oil soared by 

22 percent, reaching SYP 9,226/litre w-o-w. During this period, there was 

shortage of vegetable oil in the market as factories and wholesalers de-

creased their supply due to the increased cost and also because they could 

not exceed the sale price ceiling set by the government. Moreover, during 

the same week, the price of red split lentils increased by 15 percent w-o-w, 

reaching SYP 2,734/kg, and the price of sugar, wheat flour and Egyptian 

white rice increased by ten percent, reaching SYP 2,481/kg, SYP 2,118/kg and 

SYP 2,862/kg, respectively.  

Between the third and fourth weeks of March, the Syrian pound strength-

ened by 15 percent. However, the price of main food-items continued to 

increase in markets. The price of red split lentils and chickpeas both in-

creased by 12 percent reaching SYP 3,064/kg and SYP 2,709/kg, respectively.  

Between the fourth and fifth weeks of March, the Syrian pound strength-

ened by a further three percent by which time the price of different food-

items had started decreasing. The price of vegetable oil and sugar recorded 

the biggest decreases, of 15 and 12 percent, reaching SYP 8,500/litre and SYP 

2,326/kg, respectively.  

Even though the Syrian pound strengthened by the end of March, the price 

of all main food-items was higher by the last week of March compared to the 

first week of the month. For example the price of red split lentils and wheat 

flour increased by 23 and 18 percent respectively by the last week of March 

compared to the first week, and the price of vegetable oil and Egyptian white 

rice increased by 17 and 16 percent, respectively—Chart 2. 

Table 1: Informal market exchange rate, 1 USD to SYP  

Governorate March 2021 
 % change         
(m-o-m) 

% change        
(y-o-y) 

Aleppo 3,953  -18% -71% 

Al-Hasakeh 3,848  -13% -69% 

Ar-Raqqa 3,878  -14% -71% 

As-Sweida 4,004  -18% -72% 

Damascus 4,017  -17% -74% 

Dar'a 3,993  -24% -74% 

Deir-ez-Zor 4,090  -18% -70% 

Hama 4,017  -17% -71% 

Homs 4,017  -17% -71% 

Idleb  3,846  -18% -71% 

Lattakia 3,976  -17% -70% 

Quneitra 3,996  -24% -74% 

Rural Damascus 4,000  -24% -74% 

Tartous 3,976  -17% -70% 

National average 3,972  -18% -72% 

Official rate 1,250 0% -44% 

Chart 2: Retail Prices of key-food items, SYP  
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Staple cereals retail prices 

Wheat Flour 

M-o-m, the national average retail price of wheat flour throughout Syria increased in 

March 2021 by 31 percent reaching SYP 1,983/kg. The wheat flour price also in-

creased by 279 percent y-o-y. Tartous recorded the highest wheat flour price at SYP 

2,320/kg (up 66 percent m-o-m), while Ar-Raqqa recorded the lowest governorate 

average price, at SYP 1,627/kg (up 35 percent m-o-m).  

Broken down by regions, northwest Syria recorded the highest retail price at SYP 

2,218/kg (up 33 percent m-o-m), followed by Syria’s middle region at SYP 2,140/kg 

(up 32 percent m-o-m). Conversely, the cross-border region recorded the lowest 

average retail price at SYP 1,684/kg (up 20 percent m-o-m), followed by northeast 

Syria at SYP 1,822/kg (up 41 percent m-o-m) - Chart 3.  

Rice 

M-o-m, the national average retail price of Egyptian white rice increased by 30 per-

cent reaching SYP 2,757/kg in March 2021. The price of Egyptian white rice increased 

by 213 percent y-o-y. Quneitra recorded the highest price at SYP 3,279/kg (up 33 

percent m-o-m), while Deir-ez-Zor recorded the lowest average retail price, at SYP 

2,406/kg (up 32 percent m-o-m). 

M-o-m, the coastal region recorded the highest price at SYP 3,025/kg (up 29 percent 

m-o-m), followed by the southern region at SYP 3,007/kg (up 29 percent m-o-m). On 

the other hand, northeast Syria recorded the lowest price at SYP 2,538/kg (up 23 

percent m-o-m), followed by the middle region at SYP 2,610/kg (up 36 percent m-o-

m) - Chart 4.  

Bulgur  

M-o-m, the national average retail price of bulgur increased by 25 percent and it also 

increased by 215 percent y-o-y, reaching SYP 2,043/kg. Tartous recorded the highest 

bulgur average retail price at SYP 2,640/kg (up 25 percent m-o-m), while Idleb rec-

orded the lowest average price at SYP 1,624/kg (up ten percent m-o-m).  

The coastal region recorded the highest average bulgur price by region at SYP 2,350/

kg (up 22 percent m-o-m), followed by the middle region at SYP 2,178/kg (up 27 

percent m-o-m). The cross-border region recorded the lowest average bulgur price 

at SYP 1,742/kg (up 13 percent m-o-m), followed by northeast Syria at SYP 1,901/kg 

(up 26 percent m-o-m) - Chart 5.  

Bread 
The national average price of subsidized bread reached SYP 119/bundle in March 

2021 (up eight percent m-o-m and 147 percent y-o-y). The increase in the price of 

subsidized bread is due to the increased fees charged by bread agents (official trad-

ers allowed to re-sell public bread) as a result of increased transportation costs.  

Moreover, the commercial bread* price increased by three percent m-o-m and by 

145 percent y-o-y, reaching SYP 1,690/bundle. Damascus recorded the highest aver-

age commercial bread price at SYP 2,078/bundle (up 18 percent m-o-m), while Hama 

recorded the lowest average price of SYP 880/bundle (down 47 percent m-o-m).  

Broken down by regions, northwest Syria recorded the highest average price of SYP 

2,060/bundle (up 13 percent m-o-m), followed by the cross-border region at SYP 

1,855/bundle (up 27 percent m-o-m). Conversely, northeast Syria recorded the low-

est average price of SYP 1,224/bundle (down nine percent m-o-m), followed by the 

coastal region at SYP 1,303/bundle (up 16 percent m-o-m) - Chart 6. 

Chart 3: Retail Prices of Wheat Flour, SYP 

Chart 4: Retail Prices of Rice, SYP  

Chart 5: Retail Prices of Bulgur, SYP  

Legend on regions of analysis: ‘Northwest’=Aleppo; ‘Cross-border’=Idleb & Aleppo [A’zaz, Atarib & Afrin]; ‘Coastal’=Lattakia & Tartous; 

‘Northeast’=Ar-Raqqa, Al-Hasakeh & Deir-ez-Zor; ‘Middle’=Damascus, Rural Damascus, Hama & Homs; ‘South’=Dar’a, As-Sweida & Quneitra.  

Source: WFP Field Offices 

*Starting from March 2021, WFP-monitored commercial bread has been switched from resold public bread bundles to commercial bread sold at shops. Prices for the past year have been 
adjusted to include commercial bread resold from shops. Moreover, all prices have been adjusted to reflect bread bundle size of 1.1 kg instead of 1.3 kg since November 2020.  

Chart 6: Retail Prices of commercial bread, SYP  
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Source: WFP field offices 

Source: WFP 

Diesel prices  
In March 2021, the informal national average price of transport diesel con-

tinued to rise, increasing by 28 percent since February 2021 and by 283 

percent since March 2020, reaching SYP 1,536/litre. The informal transport 

diesel price eight times higher than the formal price (SYP 174/litre) - Chart 

7.  

Idleb continued to report the highest average informal transport diesel 

price at SYP 2,814/litre (up 26 percent m-o-m), followed by Aleppo at SYP 

2,145/litre (up 33 percent m-o-m). On the other hand, Al-Hasakeh recorded 

the lowest average price at SYP 229/litre (up 13 percent m-o-m), followed 

by Ar-Raqqa at SYP 678/litre (up three percent m-o-m).  

Broken down by regions, the cross-border region recorded the highest aver-

age price at SYP 2,645/litre (up 26 percent m-o-m), while northeast Syria 

recorded the lowest price at SYP 566/litre (down eight percent m-o-m).   

Moreover, the informal national average price of heating diesel increased 

by 30 percent m-o-m (reaching SYP 1,630/litre) mainly as a result of the 

increased demand for heating during the winter season and as a result of a 

continued decrease in fuel allocation by the government.  

Broken down by regions, the cross-border region recorded the highest price 

at SYP 2,021/litre (up 22 percent m-o-m), while northeast Syria recorded 

the lowest price at SYP 803/litre (up three percent m-o-m).  

Butane gas prices 

On 15 March 2021, the Ministry of Internal Trade and Consumer Protection 

increased the formal butane gas cylinder price from SYP 2,785/refill to SYP 

3,518/refill (up 26 percent). However, due to added transport cost and ad-

ditional agent fees, the actual price of butane gas cylinder has increased 

from SYP 3,000/refill to SYP 3,850/refill (up 28 percent m-o-m).  

The informal national average price of one butane gas cylinder (25,000 L) 

increased by 11 percent m-o-m and by 109 percent since March 2020, 

reaching SYP 26,494/refill in March 2021.  

Idleb recorded the highest average butane gas price at SYP 41,033/refill (up 

21 percent m-o-m), while Al-Hasakeh recorded the lowest average price at 

SYP 10,408 (up 11 percent m-o-m).  

Broken down by regions, the cross-border region recorded the highest aver-

age informal refill price at SYP 40,070/refill (up 22 percent m-o-m), followed 

by the coastal region at SYP 28,900/refill (up four percent m-o-m), while 

northeast Syria recorded the lowest average price at SYP 17,153/refill (up 

two percent m-o-m), followed by the middle region at SYP 24,117/refill (up 

seven percent m-o-m).  

Chart 7: Formal and informal transport diesel prices, SYP**  

**No formal prices have been reported in the cross-border region as there is no subsidized diesel or butane gas in the region.  

Chart 8: Formal and informal butane gas cylinder prices, SYP** 

Vegetables retail prices 
M-o-m, the national average price of potatoes increased by 29 percent and by 56 percent y-o-y, reaching SYP 865/kg in March 2021. The coastal region 

recorded the highest price at SYP 1,065/kg (up 35 percent m-o-m), followed by the middle region at SYP 984/kg (up 33 percent m-o-m). Conversely,  

northeast Syria recorded the lowest price at SYP 754/kg (up 26 percent m-o-m), followed by northwest Syria at SYP 756/kg (up 28 percent m-o-m).  

M-o-m, the national average price of onions increased by 14 percent and by 32 percent y-o-y to reach SYP 1,013/kg. The coastal region recorded the 

highest price at SYP 1,473/kg (up 34 percent m-o-m), followed by the southern region at SYP 1,055/kg (up 26 percent m-o-m). Conversely, northeast 

Syria recorded the lowest price at SYP 877/kg (up 12 percent m-o-m), followed by northwest Syria at SYP 905/kg (up 19 percent m-o-m).  

M-o-m, the national average price of tomatoes increased by nine percent and by 145 percent y-o-y reaching SYP 1,173/kg. The cross-border region 

recorded the highest price at SYP 1,876/kg, followed by the coastal region at SYP 1,240/kg (down six percent m-o-m). Conversely, northwest Syria rec-

orded the lowest price at SYP 952/kg, followed by the middle region at SYP 1,027/kg (unchanged m-o-m).  

Chart 9: Retail vegetables prices, SYP 
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Terms of Trade (ToT)4 

ToT between wage labour and wheat flour 

The national non-skilled labour wage, representing construction, off-loading 

and agricultural labour, averaged SYP 5,780/day in March 2021, up ten percent 

m-o-m. Moreover, the wage rate was 99 percent above its y-o-y level and 26 

percent above levels recorded in September 2020 - Chart 10.  

Idleb recorded the highest daily wage rate at SYP 9,272/day (up 16 percent m-o-

m) due to increased demand for higher wages as a result of general commodity 

price increases, while Deir-ez-Zor recorded the lowest daily wage rate at SYP 

2,860/day (up three percent m-o-m). Broken down by regions, the cross-border 

region recorded the highest wage rate of SYP 8,730/day (up 17 percent m-o-m). 

On the other hand, northeast Syria recorded the lowest wage rate of SYP 4,397/

day (up 12 percent m-o-m). 

The national average ToT between wheat flour and wage labour, a proxy indica-

tor for purchasing power, decreased by 16 percent between February and 

March 2021, reaching 2.9 kgs of wheat flour/daily wage compared to 3.5 kgs of 

wheat flour in February 2021.  

The national average ToT between wheat flour and wage labour also decreased 

by 33 percent compared to September 2020 (six months ago) and by 48 percent 

compared to March 2020. In other words, the national average daily wage of a 

non-skilled labourer could buy 2.9 kgs of wheat flour in March 2021 compared 

to 4.3 kgs in September 2020, and 5.6 kgs in March 2020. This is lowest level 

recorded since monitoring of this indicator began in 2014, highlighting the per-

sistent and continued deterioration of the purchasing power of the Syrian peo-

ple. Broken down by regions, the cross-border region recorded the highest ToT 

at 5.2 kgs (down three percent m-o-m). On the other hand, northwest Syria 

recorded the lowest ToT at 2.1 kgs (unchanged m-o-m). 

ToT between sheep and wheat flour 

The national average price of a two-year old alive male sheep increased by 16 

percent m-o-m and by 113 percent y-o-y, reaching SYP 499,043/sheep in March 

2021 (Chart 12). Rural Damascus recorded the highest average price at SYP 

522,381/head (up 14 percent m-o-m), while Deir-ez-Zor recorded the lowest 

average price at SYP 424,533/head (up 17 percent m-o-m).  

Broken down by regions, the middle region recorded the highest average price 

across Syria at SYP 519,818/sheep (up 17 percent m-o-m), followed by the cross

-border region at SYP 517,776/sheep (up 20 percent m-o-m). On the other 

hand, northeast Syria recorded the lowest price at SYP 449,714/sheep (up 10 

percent m-o-m), followed by the coastal region at SYP 450,800/sheep (up nine 

percent m-o-m).  

In March 2021, the ToT between an alive two-year old male sheep and wheat 

flour was 252 kg/sheep (down 11 percent m-o-m). This highlights a deteriora-

tion in the terms of trade for livestock owners who could buy on average eleven 

percent less wheat flour compared to a month earlier. Moreover, the ToT wors-

ened by 44 percent since March 2020.  

Broken down by regions, the cross-border region recorded the highest ToT at 

307 kg/sheep (unchanged m-o-m), followed by the southern region at 270 kg/

sheep (down four percent m-o-m). The coastal region recorded the lowest ToT 

at 211 kg/sheep (down 24 percent m-o-m), followed by northwest Syria at 227 

kg/sheep (down six percent m-o-m).  

Chart 10: Daily wage for unskilled labour, SYP  

Source: WFP  

Chart 11: Terms of Trade (ToT) between wheat flour and wage rate 

Chart 12: Price of livestock, SYP/one 2Y old sheep 

Chart 13: Terms of Trade (ToT) between wheat flour and the price of a 

2 year old sheep 

4. The ToT are proxy indicators of the purchasing power of households that rely on livestock and/or casual labour as their main source of income for the purchase of cereals from local mar-

kets. ToT are important components of food security analysis. Changes in the terms of trade between wages/livestock and staple food commodities are indicative of the trends in purchasing 

power and the impact on the food security situation of households dependent on food purchases through income from daily wage labour and/or the sale of livestock.  
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COVID-19 NFIs 

 

Between February and March 2021, the price of all monitored COVID-19 items 

increased. The national average price of soap bars reached SYP 539/bar (up 24 

percent m-o-m) and the national average price of bleach reached SYP 1,456/

litre (up 16 percent m-o-m). The national average price of alcohol spray 

reached SYP 2,085/200 ml (up 14 percent m-o-m) and of surgical masks 

reached SYP 391/mask (up seven percent m-o-m). Moreover, the national 

average price of gloves reached SYP 474/pair (up 30 percent m-o-m) and that 

of hand gel reached SYP 1,117/50 ml (up nine percent m-o-m).  

Compared to September 2020, the price of surgeon masks, gloves and soap 

bars increased by five, 42 and 44 percent, respectively. Moreover, the price of 

alcohol spray, bleach and gel increased by 30, 38 and 20 percent, respectively.  

Additionally, the price of all items increased in March 2021 compared to Feb-

ruary 2020 (prior to the COVID-19 outbreak in Syria). The price of surgeon 

masks, alcohol spray and plastic gloves increased by 395, 399 and 607 per-

cent, respectively. Also, the price of bleach, soap bars and hand gel increased 

by 250, 261 and 363 percent, respectively.  

Key food items retail prices 

Vegetable oil 

M-o-m, the national average retail price of vegetable oil throughout Syria in-

creased by 47 percent in March 2021, reaching SYP 8,255/litre. Vegetable oil’s 

national average price has also increased by 191 percent since September 

2020 (six months ago) and by 514 percent since March 2020.  

Hama recorded the highest average vegetable oil retail price at SYP 9,325/litre 

(up 48 percent m-o-m), while Idleb recorded the lowest average retail price at 

SYP 6,462/litre (up 49 percent m-o-m).  

Broken down by regions, northwest Syria reported the highest average retail 

price at SYP 9,183/litre (up 54 percent m-o-m), followed by the coastal region 

at SYP 9,105/litre (up 48 percent m-o-m). Conversely, the cross-border region 

reported the lowest average retail price of vegetable oil at SYP 6,250/litre (up 

46 percent m-o-m), followed by northeast Syria at SYP 6,829 (up 37 percent m

-o-m).  

Source: WFP  

Table 2: Prices of key COVID-19 items, week-on-week in March 2021, SYP  

Table 3: Monthly price changes of key COVID-19 items, SYP  

National average 
Feb 2020

(SYP) 
Mar 2021 

(SYP) 
% Change    

Surgeon mask  79  391 395% 

Gloves (pair) 67  474 607% 

Alcohol spray (200 ml) 418  2,085  399% 

Bleach bottle (L) 416  1,456 250% 

Hand gel (50 ml) 241  1,117  363% 

Soap bar 149  539 261% 

Source: WFP  
Chart 14: Retail Prices of Vegetable Oil, SYP  

Chart 15: Retail Prices of Red Split Lentils, SYP  

Sugar and Red Split Lentils 

In March 2021, the national average retail price of sugar increased by 23 percent m-o-m reaching SYP 2,351/kg. The national average price has in-

creased by 94 percent since September 2020 (six months ago) and by 275 percent since March 2020. As-Sweida recorded the highest sugar price at 

SYP 2,573/kg (up 28 percent m-o-m), while Deir-ez-Zor recorded the lowest price of SYP 2,183/kg (up 14 percent m-o-m).  

In March 2021, the national average retail price of red split lentils increased by 30 percent m-o-m reaching SYP 2,628/kg. The national average price 

also has increased by 89 percent since September 2020 (six months ago) and by 295 percent since March 2020. Tartous recorded the highest red split 

lentils price at SYP 3,420/kg (up 53 percent m-o-m), while Dar’a recorded the lowest price of SYP 2,004/kg (up 34 percent m-o-m).  

National average Week 1 (SYP) Week 2 (SYP) Week 3 (SYP) Week 4 (SYP) Week 5 (SYP) 
% Change                

(March W5 & W1) 

Surgeon mask               367                378             396             419                395  7% 

Gloves (pair)              432                424             481             519                510  18% 

Alcohol spray (200 ml)           1,930             2,008          2,114         2,225             2,145  11% 

Bleach bottle (L)           1,372             1,397          1,486         1,560             1,466  7% 

Hand gel (50 ml)           1,042             1,106          1,150         1,158             1,127  8% 

Soap bar              495                506             554  583                555  12% 
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