
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Numbers 
 

45 percent of women in the reproductive age 

group are overweight or obese 

33 percent of pregnant and lactating women are 

anaemic 

US$ 46,040 paid as cash-based transfers in 

September 2020 

694 participants (2,776 beneficiaries) assisted 

through cash-based transfers in resilience 

projects for September 2020 
 

US$ 0.88 million – four months net funding 

requirement (October 2020 – March 2021)  
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Operational Context 

Sri Lanka has shown steady growth over the last decades with 

progress on SDGs, reflecting the country’s elevation to middle-

income status. Presidential elections were held in November 

2019 followed by parliamentary polls in August 2020, where 

the incumbent Government won a convincing majority.  

Despite the progress, the country faces many socio-economic 

challenges, including the impact of a nutritional ‘double 

burden’ — undernutrition rates unchanged for over a decade 

in addition to high rates of overweight and obesity.  

Sri Lanka is ranked 6th on the Climate Risk Index reflecting the 

extent and impact of hydro-meteorological hazards brought 

about by climate change.    

Moreover, the outbreak of Covid-19 in March this year, with 

serious effects on the economy and livelihoods of vulnerable 

people, will hinder progress towards the country’s socio-

economic status, as is the case globally.  

WFP has been present in Sri Lanka since 1968, working in 

partnership with the Government for the past 50 years to save 

lives in times of crises, and improve livelihoods for the future.   

 

2019 Human Development Index: 71 

out of 189 

Chronic malnutrition: 15% of children 

between 6-59 months 

Population: 21 million 

Income Level: Lower Middle 

Contact info: Tamara Nanayakkara (tamara.nanayakkara@wfp.org) 
Country Director: Brenda Barton 
Further information: https://www.wfp.org/countries/sri-lanka 
 
 

Situation Updates 
 

• By the end of September, the number of COVID-19 cases 

was at 3,374, with no reports of community transmission. 

Twelve people had died from the disease since the first 

case in March, and 3,230 patients had recovered.  

• A fire on board a crude oil tanker off the eastern coast of 

Sri Lanka posed a major threat of an oil spill, and the Sri 

Lankan and Indian military jointly launched operations to 

control the hazard, supported by the Russian military and 

the ship owners from Kuwait. After several days, the fire 

was successfully contained and the oil leakage prevented, 

with minimal impact to the marine environment.  

Operational Updates 
 

• As part of the medium-term socio-economic response for 

COVID-19, WFP continues to support 54,000 rural farming 

families in Moneragala, Batticaloa, Mullaitivu, Mannar, 

and Matale districts, with nutritious seed packages 

through the Saubagya National Programme for cultivating 

home gardens. WFP helps with subsidising and 

distributing the packages to the families, in addition to 

community asset creation support through its rural 

resilience project, helping to mitigate the COVID-19 

induced economic slowdown and disruption to farming 

activities. 

• The Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) Business Network in Sri 

Lanka had their quarterly meeting in-person (having 

postponed previous meetings due to COVID-19) with 

participants from the private sector and other 

government and civil society organizations. FAO 

delivered the keynote address on food systems. The 

workshops also focused on workplace health and 

nutrition, and internal communication on nutrition, with 

members indicating their willingness to implement these 

ideas in their organisations. The discussions generated 

interest in future areas that the members plan to explore 

and work together on. 

• WFP is supporting the “UN75” campaign commemorating 

the 75th anniversary of the United Nations. WFP’s 

support includes webinars on key topics impacting the 

country, a coffee table book featuring influencers’ and 

other voices, and the dissemination of the global survey. 

Along with FAO and UNDP, WFP is co-hosting a webinar 

on the Climate Crisis: Food and Water Insecurity. 

https://www.wfp.org/countries/sri-lanka
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Monitoring 
 

• WFP conducted focus group discussions with the 

participants of the “Supreme Chef” nutrition-based 

competition (TV series) where many participants 

indicated that they had improved their knowledge on 

nutrition and the importance of eating healthy food. 

They had also shared good practices with family and 

friends, thereby expanding the programme’s impact 

and contributing to the national strategy on social 

behaviour change for improved nutrition. This 

televised MasterChef-style competition, conducted in 

the Eastern Province and the Polonnaruwa district, 

aims to uplift the profession of cookery and generate 

interest amongst families and youth in healthy diets 

and good nutrition practices.  

Challenges 

• The COVID-19 situation in the country continues to 

pose challenges to many sectors, particularly to people 

engaged in tourism and small businesses. To assess the 

impact on the economic and food security of the 

population, WFP continues to monitor market prices of 

food commodities together with the Hector 

Kobbekaduwa Agrarian Research and Training Centre 

(HARTI) for advocacy and informed decision making.  

• Schools reopened in September after the initial closure 

for the COVID pandemic, however the school feeding 

programme has not yet restarted, which may 

undermine the nutritious food intake of the children.  

 

Donors 

SAARC Development Fund, Korean International 

Cooperation Agency (KOICA), Government of Japan, UN 

Peace-building Fund, The Earth Group, Italian Comitato, 

Government of Australia, Office of the US Foreign Disaster 

Assistance (OFDA), Government of Denmark, Japan 

Association for WFP, FEED, DSM N. 

 

WFP Country Strategy  

Country Strategic Plan (2018-2022) 

Total Requirement 
(in USD) 

Allocated 
Contributions (in USD) 

Six Month Net Funding 
Requirements (in USD) 

46.59 m  27.19 m  0.88 m  

 

Strategic Result 1:  End hunger by protecting access to food 

Strategic Outcome #1: Crisis-affected people have access to food all year 

round.  

Focus area: Crisis Response to ensure humanitarian assistance  

Activities:  

• Provide food assistance to crisis-affected people  

Strategic Outcome #2: School-age children in food-insecure areas have access 

to food all year round.  

Focus area: Root causes of food insecurity and malnutrition among school-age 

children  

Activities:  

• Provide nutrition-sensitive food assistance, in partnership with the 

government, to school-age children.  

• Provide technical and policy support for the delivery of nutrition-

sensitive school meals programmes to the government.  

Strategic Result 2:  No one suffers from malnutrition 

Strategic Outcome #3: Children under 5, adolescent girls and women of 

reproductive age have improved nutrition by 2025  

Focus area: Immediate and underlying causes of malnutrition.  

Activities:  

• Provide evidence-based advice, advocacy, and technical assistance to 

the government and implementing partners.  

• Provide technical assistance and advocate the scaling up of the 

fortification of staple food and specialized nutritious foods to the 

government and other stakeholders, including the private sector.  

Strategic Result 4: Food systems are sustainable 

Strategic Outcome #4: Vulnerable communities and smallholder farmers have 

strengthened livelihoods and resilience in the face of shocks and stresses all 

year round.  

Focus area: Resilience building to enable vulnerable communities to better withstand 
shocks and stresses and to augment government capacity to implement disaster-
management and integrated disaster-risk-reduction strategies.  

Activities:  

• Support nutrition-sensitive and gender-transformative livelihood 
diversification and income generation through integrated resilience-
building activities.  

• Provide technical assistance for emergency preparedness and 

response operations to the government.  

• Provide technical assistance to the government and related agencies 

in the building of improved, unified, shock-responsive safety-net 

systems.  

 

 
• WFP will celebrate the World Food Day on 16 October, with 

a digital campaign on “Grow, Nourish, Sustain. Together” 

along with FAO. It is designed to raise awareness on three 

areas – nutrition, nutrition-sensitive food production, and 

home gardening – which aim to educate families on 

overcoming food insecurity and maintaining good nutrition. 

https://supremechef.lk/
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IASC_GAM_2018_promo.pdf

