
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Numbers 
 

3,060 mt of food distributed 

US$ 57.6 million six months (June- November 

2020) net funding requirements representing 69 

percent of total. 

317,446 people assisted in April 2020 

Operational Context 

Pakistan is making significant investments to accelerate 

progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals and its 

national development programme – Vision 2025. However, 

high levels of malnutrition, frequent natural hazards, a 

volatile security climate in parts of the country and the impact 

of COVID-19 are challenges that continue to obstruct socio-

economic progress.  

WFP Pakistan’s Country Strategic Plan seeks to support this 

progress. Alongside the provision of critically needed relief 

and nutrition support to vulnerable population groups, WFP 

assistance in the country aims to complement the 

Government’s efforts in enhancing food and nutrition 

security of the people of Pakistan. WFP also provides 

technical support to the Government by conducting research 

to generate evidence to guide policy makers and assist in the 

development of relevant national strategies. WFP’s work in 

Pakistan also encompasses community resilience building, 

disaster risk management and preparedness elements for 

sustainability and national ownership. 

WFP has been present in Pakistan since 1968.  

 

Chronic malnutrition: 40% of 

children between 6-59 months 

 

Population (2017 census): 
207.7 million 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Operational Updates 

• To support the Government’s response to 

COVID-19, WFP is co-chairing the Logistics and 

Supply Chain Working Group with Pakistan’s 

National Disaster Management Authority 

(NDMA). This working group brings together 

NDMA, heads of UN agencies, international 

financial institutions, and the Ministry of Health, 

to optimise the supply chain management of 

critically needed supplies for the COVID-19 

response. WFP is leading a national-level logistics 

capacity assessment to help the Government 

identify gaps in warehouse and distribution 

networks, in collaboration with the World Health 

Organization (WHO), UNICEF, the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nation 

(FAO), the Ministry of Health and other 

stakeholders. WFP is also facilitating the improved 

management and integration of data in national 

logistics management information systems and 

enabling the COVID-19 UN Partner Platform and 

Supply Chain Portal (designed to help 

governments and partners procure and distribute 

personal protective equipment (PPE) and medical 

equipment). 

• To support Pakistan’s most vulnerable population 

during the pandemic, WFP has conducted a 

rapid assessment to prioritize the districts 

with high food insecurity, prevalence of 

malnutrition and susceptibility to natural 

hazards. The information has been overlaid with 

the prevalence of COVID-19 to provide a clearer 

picture of the overall vulnerability situation. 

Findings are being used by relevant stakeholders 

to assist with integrated response planning.   

• As co-chair of the National Education 

Development Partners Group, WFP is engaging 

with partners to roll out the Global 

Partnership for Education’s Accelerated 

Funding (US$ 20m) for Pakistan. The Ministry of 

Federal Education and Professional Training will 

be coordinating with provincial governments and 

allocating support to provinces based on their 

COVID-19 response plans. 

 

Contact info: Arnhild Spence (arnhild.spence@wfp.org) 
Country Director: Chris Kaye 
Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/pakistan 
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2019 Human Development Index: 

152 out of 189 

 

49% 51% 
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Operational Updates (continued) 

• In May, WFP disbursed US$ 1m as part of its 

food assistance for assets initiative in Sindh 

and Balochistan to support drought affected 

communities. Families were assisted through 

cash-based transfers for participating in 

community rehabilitation activities. One 

female participant from Sindh, named Magho 

Kheto, said: “While I was participating in 

WFP’s FFA programme, my husband, a daily 

wage earner, lost his job due to the COVID-

19 lockdown. Luckily, I had just received 

some money from WFP for building a water 

pot shed in my house. This extra money 

helped us manage our expenses for some 

time. I still had to construct an elevated pot 

shelf and kitchen to receive the rest of the 

money from WFP. Since my husband was 

free, he decided to help me. The money we 

received from WFP is really helping us 

get through this difficult time. For me, 

the best part was that my husband assisted 

me! Its uncommon for the men in my village 

to help their women with work and for us to 

lead. Since, I was the one who participated 

in the training, I was the one telling him 

what to do!" 

 

• In Pakistan, 40.2 percent of children under 

five are currently stunted according to the 

National Nutrition Survey (a prevalence 

considered ‘critical’ by WHO’s thresholds). In 

addition, 17.7 percent of this age group are 

wasted (the highest level of wasting in the 

country’s history) and 28.9 percent are 

underweight. According to the Lancet series 

2008, the use of Specialized Nutritious Foods 

(SNF) is one of the most cost-effective 

interventions to reduce malnutrition. As SNF 

plays a vital role in improving nutritional 

status, WFP and the Ministry of Poverty 

and Social Protection initiated the 

development of a national 

commercialization policy for SNF to 

provide policy directions for their 

effective implementation in Pakistan. 

The goal of this policy is to improve 

nutritional outcomes of pregnant and 

lactating women and children under 2. 

 

 

Donors 

Australia, China, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 

Canada, ECHO, Emergency Preparedness and Response 

Trust Fund, Ireland, Japan, Norway, Pakistan, Saudi 

Arabia, Switzerland, UK, UN Centralized Emergency 

Response Fund (CERF), One UN Trust Fund, and USA. 

WFP Country Strategy  

Country Strategic Plan (2018-2022) 

Total Requirement 
(in USD) 

Allocated 
Contributions (in USD) 

June – Nov 2020 Net 
Funding Requirements (in 
USD) 

447.4 M 171.9 M 57.6 M  

 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: Affected populations in Pakistan have timely 

access to adequate food and nutrition during and in the aftermath of 

natural disasters and shocks (SDG 2.1). 

Focus area:  Crisis response 

Activities:  

• Unconditional resource transfers to support access to food 

• Asset creation and livelihood support activities. 

Strategic Outcome 2: The social protection system at the federal and 

provincial levels provides the populations most in need, especially 

women, adolescent girls and children, with improved and sustained 

access to safe, nutritious and sufficient food by 2022. 

Focus area:  Root Causes 

Activities:  

• Institutional capacity strengthening activities 

• School meal activities. 

Strategic Result 2:  No one suffers from malnutrition 

Strategic Outcome 3: The entire population of Pakistan, especially 

children under 5, adolescent girls and women of reproductive age, has 

improved nutrition in line with national targets for 2025. 

Focus area:  Root Causes 

Activities:  

• Malnutrition prevention activities 

• Enhanced social and public-sector capacity to identify, target 

and assist nutritionally vulnerable populations 

Strategic Result 4:  Food systems are sustainable 

Strategic Outcome 4: Communities in disaster prone districts have 

more resilient food systems and development gains are better 

protected by disaster risk management systems at all levels by 2022. 

Focus area:  Resilience building 

Activities:  

• Climate adaptation and risk management activities. 

• Emergency preparedness activities 

Strategic Result 5:  Countries have strengthened capacity to 

implement the SDGs (SDG target 17.9) 

Strategic Outcome 5: Federal and provincial systems have 

strengthened capabilities to provide food security and essential 

services by 2022. 

Focus area:  Root Causes 

Activities:  

• Institutional capacity strengthening activities. 

 

 

 

 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IASC_GAM_2018_promo.pdf

