
 
 

 

                        

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Numbers 
 

14,517 mt of food assistance distributed 

US$ 2.8m cash-based transfers made 

US$ 30.4m six months (March – August 

2019) net funding requirements 

1.2 million  people assisted  

in February 2019* 

WFP Uganda 
Country Brief, February 2019 
 

 
 

 

Operational Context 

Despite its agricultural potential and significant 

agricultural exports, Uganda’s food insecurity levels 

remain classified as ‘serious’ by the 2018 Global 

Hunger Index. The northern and eastern parts of the 

country are most vulnerable to food insecurity and 

malnutrition. In some areas, stunting and wasting 

reach 40 and 20 percent, respectively. Uganda is the 

third largest refugee hosting country in the world with 

1.1 million refugees living in settlements. Studies 

estimate that the prevalence of food insecurity to be 

90 percent in the refugee population. 

WFP’s operations in Uganda are guided by the Country 

Strategic Plan (CSP, 2018-2022) which is aligned to 

National Development Plan II and Vision 2040 towards 

the achievement of sustainable development goals 2 

and 17. Through the CSP, WFP addresses root causes 

of food insecurity and malnutrition, supports the 

refugee response and strengthens social protection 

systems. WFP assistance is provided through direct 

implementation, evidence generation, knowledge 

sharing and capacity strengthening, while building 

strategic partnerships including through South-South 

Cooperation. 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

• Overview: In February 2019, WFP provided 
assistance to 1.2 million people in Uganda. WFP’s 

operations mainly focused on refugee support, with 
1 million refugees receiving food and nutrition 
assistance. In Karamoja, WFP distributed school 
meals to 129,000 school going children and 
implemented nutrition activities for 43,000 children 
aged 6-59 months and pregnant and nursing 
women. WFP also provided trainings to 25,000 

smallholder farmers on post-harvest losses 
reduction.  
 

• Safe Access to Fuel and Energy (SAFE) 

initiative: WFP provided fuel efficient stoves to 

approximately 500 households (350 refugee and 150 
host community). Training was also provided to 
ensure appropriate use of stoves.  A study 
conducted in January 2019 indicated a 93 percent 
adoption rate of stoves signifying that training 
sessions and stove models met the needs of the 
population. 

 

• Rural Access Index findings: In collaboration with 
the United Nations Office for Project Services 
(UNOPS), WFP presented the findings of the Rural 
Access Index (RAI) report on 20 February in 

Kampala. Participants included Minister of Works and 
Transport and the Office of Prime Minister’s 

Commissioner for Refugees. RAI findings revealed 
that a significant proportion of the population does 
not have access to an all-weather road within a 2 
km distance or 25 min walk, i.e. 49 percent of the 
population in West Nile and Acholi, 65 percent of the 

population in Karamoja and 63 percent of the 
population in Western and Southern region. The 
findings of RAI will inform future labour intensive 
works in asset creation and infrastructure 
investments and prioritization. 
 

• South-South cooperation: WFP Uganda and 
Government officials participated in the celebration 
of the fourth Africa day of school feeding in Abidjan, 
Côte d'Ivoire. The 2019 theme was “Investing in 

Home-Grown School Feeding (HGSF) for achieving 
zero hunger, sustaining inclusive education for all, 

including refugees, and displaced persons in Africa”. 
The meeting allowed participants to take stock of 
progress made and exchange best practices to 
inform future development of HGSF programmes.   
 
 

 

51% 49% 

Contact info:  Dennis G. Tumusiime dennis.tumusiime@wfp.org   

Country Director: El-Khidir Daloum 

Further information: http://www1.wfp.org/countries/uganda 

 

2018 Human Development 

Index: 162 out of 189 
Population: 39 million 

Income Level: Lower 
income 

Chronic malnutrition: 32% of 

children between 6-59 

months 

*  Beneficiaries figures are based on estimated figures  
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WFP Country 

Strategy  

Country Strategic Plan (2018-2022) 

Total Requirement 
(in USD) 

Allocated 
Contributions (in 
USD) 

Six Month Net 
Funding Requirements 
(in USD) 

1.2 b 244.4m 44.4m 

 

Strategic Result 1: Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: Refugees and other crisis affected people 
in Uganda access adequate and nutritious food in times of crisis 
Focus area: Crisis response 

Activities:  
• Provide food and nutrition assistance to refugees 
• Provide food and nutrition assistance to crisis-affected 

households 

Strategic Outcome 2: Food insecure populations in areas 
affected by climate shocks have access to adequate and 
nutritious food all year 
Focus area: Resilience building 

Activities:  
• Provide cash and food transfers for community-level 

asset creation and technical assistance to the 
Government of Uganda 

• Provide nutritious hot meals to school children and 
technical assistance to the Government of Uganda 

Strategic Result 2: End Malnutrition 

Strategic Outcome 3: Children aged 6-59 months in food-
insecure areas have acute malnutrition rates in line with national 
targets by 2030 
Focus area: Root causes 

Activities:  
• Provide specialized nutritious food and nutrition-

sensitive cash transfers to at risk populations 

Strategic Result 3: Smallholder productivity and income 

Strategic Outcome 4: Smallholder farmers, especially women, 
in targeted areas have enhanced and resilient livelihoods by 2030 
Focus area: Root causes 

Activities:  
• Provide training, post-harvest equipment and 

aggregation facilities to farmer organizations and 
technical assistance to the Government of Uganda 

• Provide transfers for purchasing affordable household 
storage and training 

Strategic Result 5: Capacity strengthening 

Strategic Outcome 5: Institutions have increased capacity to 
coordinate and manage food security and nutrition programmes 
and respond to shocks by 2030 
Focus area: Root causes 

Activities:  
• Provide a single registry to enable government and 

development partners to coordinate and target 
programmes 

• Provide technical assistance to enable the government 
and first responders to prepare for and respond to 
emergencies 

Strategic Result 8: Global partnerships 

Strategic Outcome 6: Humanitarian actors have access to cost-
efficient supply chain services when needed 
Focus area: Crisis response 

Activities:  
• Provide supply chain services and expertise to enable all 

partners to deliver humanitarian assistance 
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• Ebola preparedness actions: While reported cases 

of Ebola increased in Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DRC), no Ebola case were reported in Uganda 

in February 2019. In February, WFP continued to 
provide logistics and engineering services to support 
Ebola preparedness actions under the leadership of 
the Ministry of Health. To ensure effective screening 
of people crossing into Uganda from DRC, WFP 

started construction of a screening unit at Mpondwe 
border in south western Uganda. Approximately 
1,000 traders and refugees use the Mpondwe border 
point of entry per day. In partnership with National 
Medical Stores (NMS) and Uganda Red Cross Society 
(URCS), WFP also coordinated the delivery of Viral 

Hemorrhagic Fevers (VHF) kits to three Ebola 
treatment units in Ntoroko, Bundibugyo and Kasese.  

 

Accountability to Affected Populations 
 

• WFP and UNHCR jointly hosted a mission from 11-22 
February aimed at identifying and mitigating risks 
of abuse by private sector service providers in their 
delivery of cash assistance to vulnerable populations. 

A wide range of stakeholders participated, including 
Government officials, donors’ representatives, 
financial service providers and humanitarian 
organizations.  

 

• WFP is running a toll-free helpline to provide affected 

populations with a direct communication channel to 
contact WFP. Users of the helpline can seek support, 
find information, provide feedback and report issues. 

In February, WFP received 1,602 calls through the 
helpline, among which 98 percent had been 
addressed and closed by the end of the month. To 

popularize the usage of the helpline, WFP regularly 
conducts awareness sessions, in February sessions 
were conducted in Kotido health centers and schools. 

 

Impact of Limited Funding 
 
• WFP urgently needs funding to continue its maternal 

and child health nutrition (MCHN) programme. MCHN 
is critical for breaking the cycle of malnutrition and 
ensuring long term nutrition outcomes by tackling 
wasting and stunting. The interruption of the 

programme could result in severe malnutrition 

among children, especially with a looming onset of 
the lean season in Karamoja. With an anticipated 
pipeline break in March, WFP will allocate Locally 
Generated Funds (LGF) to cover the MCNH activity 
for three additional months to provide additional time 
for fundraising efforts.   

 

Donors 

Belgium, Canada, China, Denmark, European Civil 

Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO), 

Iceland, Ireland, Japan, Republic of Korea, 

Luxembourg, Norway, Switzerland, Uganda, UN CERF, 

UK, USA and multilateral and private donors. 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IASC_GAM_2018_promo.pdf

